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PRESIDENT, OTHERS SPEAK AT BUDDHIST MEETING 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] Chittagong, Nov 15: President Ziaur Rahman today said that the members of 
all minority communities of the country have been ensured of their religious, 
social and political rights. They are living in peace and harmony with the other 
communities, he added, reports BSS. 


He said, the minority communities have integrated themselves with the people as 
a whole end were devoted to thh implementation of the peaceful 1evolution. [as 
published] They are equally contributing towards the peace and progress of the 
country the President added. 


President Zia was speaking as chief guest at a big Buddhist conference and ye'low 
robes offering ceremony held near the stadium here this afternoon. Rev Shilalankar 
Mahthero, religious chief of Budhists of Bangladesh, presided over the function 
which was also addressed by Deputy Prime Minister, Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed, Religiovs 
Affairs Minister Mr Abdur Rahman, State Minister for Food Mr Aung Shue Prue 
Chowdhury and Sri Lankan High Commissioner to Bangladesh, Mr Charita Rena Sinha. 


Deputy Speaker Mr Sultan Ahmed Chowdhury, State Minister for Manpower Development 
Mr Atauddin Kahn, Deputy Minister for Cooperatives, Mrs. Quamrunnahar Zafar and 
Ambassadors of Burma, Thailand, Nepal and Bhutan were also present on the occasion. 


The President who planted a Bo-sapling in the lawn of sucdhist temple at Enayet 
Bazar said that the plant presented by Sri Lankan Government was a symbol of peace, 
goodwill and friendship existing between Sri Lanka and Bangladesh. He thanked 

the people and Government of Sri Lanke for the gif... The Bo-sapling when grown 

up into a big tree will remain as a symbol of peace and happiness, he added. 


Mr Jamaluddin Ahmed in this speech said that all citizens enjoy equal rights and 
privileges in Bangladesh and that all communities have been contributing their 
mite towards its progress and prosperity. [as published] 


He called upon the members of the Buddhist community to participate in large num- 
ber in revolutionary programmes of canal digging, food produ:tion, family plan- 
ning and literacy movement. He said that President Zia's mp litical and social 
programmes have inspired the people who are extending fuil cooperation for their 
realisation. The members of the Buddhists community will not lag behind in this 
respect, he said. 


Rev Shilalankar Mahathero in his speech assured the President that members of 
Buddhist community would continue to cooperate, with the Government in realisa- 
tion of its development programmes. 


cso: 4220 




















GOVERNMENT REVISES SAVINGS REGULATIONS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in Eng'ish 15 Nev 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The Government has decided to revise the rates of profit on various 
National Savings instruments and raise the existing limit of holding in respect 
of Bonus Sauchayapatra, Post Office Bonus Deposit account with effect from 
October 16, 1980 as follows, says an official announcement; 


New Rates «° Profit 


Pratirakkha Sarchayapatra--21 per cent maturity (Tk 100 becomes Tk 268 in course 
of 8 years); Bonus Sanchayapatra--22 per cent on maturity (Tk 100 becomes Tk 232 
in cour.° of 6 years); Post Office Savings Bank Bonus Account--22 per cent on 
maturity (Tk 100 becomes Tk 232 in course of 6 years); Post Office Savings Bank 
Ordinary Account-~-11 1/2 per cent, Post Office Savings Bank Fxied Deposit Account 
15 per cent 1 year, 15 1/2 per cent 2 years and 16 per cent 3 years. [as pub- 
lished} 


Holding Limit 


Bonus Sanchayapatra-~single 50,000 joint 1,00 000; Post Office Savings Bank Bonus 
Deposit Account--single 50,000 joint 1,00;000; Post Office Savings Bank Deposit 
Account--single 2,00,000 in GPO and Head Post Office 25,000 in Sub-Post Office 
joint 4,00,000 in GPO and Head Post Office 40,000 in Sub-Post Office. [as pub- 
lished } 


cso: 4220 














MINISTER ANNOUNCES HIGHER EXPORT EARNINGS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 16 Nov 80 pp 1, 12 


[Text] The export earning of the country during the first quarter of the current 
fiscal year was Taka 254.77 crore as against the export earning of Taka 190.09 

crore during the corresponding period of the last fiscal year (1979-80); according 
to Chowdhury Tanbir “hmed Siddiky; Minister of State for Commerce. [as published] 


Addressing a press. conference at his office Chamber on Saturday Mr Siddiky said 
that the manufactured goods constituted 71.04 per cent (Taka 180.99 crore) of 
the total earning of the first quarter of the current fiscal year while primary 
commodities fetched 28.96 per cent (Taka 73.78 crore) of the earning during the 
period. 


He said that the Government was very much hopeful that the current year's export 
target of Take 1500 crore would be exceeded. 


Mr Siddiky said that raw jute and jute goods earned Taka 164.28 crore during the 
period under review as against the earning of Taka 134.36 crore through the 
export of the same items during the corresponding period of the last fiscal year. 


He said though there had been increase in the volume of exports of raw jute and 
jute goods during the first quarter of the current year, the earning was com- 
paratively less due to fall in the prices of these items in the international 
market. 


The State Minister for Commerce said that leather had fetched the country an 
export earning of taka 22.40 crore during the first quarter as against the earning 
of Taka 19.26 crore during the corresponding period last year. 


He said that export of tea during the period under review had incresee considerably. 
[as published) The export earning from tea was Taka 1.72 crore duriug the period 
and Taka 59.11 lakh was earned through the export of tea during the corresponding 
period of the last year 


Naptha 


Mr Siddiky said that 81,00U metric tons of naptha and furnace oil worth Taka 23.08 
crore were exported during the first quarter of the current year while there had 
been no export of these items last year. 














He said earning through the export of frozen food decreased by Taka 2.63 crore to 
Taka 18.41 crore during the period under review compared to that of the corre- 
sponding period last year. 


Ine Commerce Minister said that the dependence on jute and jute goods for the coun- 
try's export earning had been gradually reduced, Jute and jute goods which con- 
stituted above 90 per cent of the export earning in 1972-73 constituted 69.83 per 
cent of the total export earning in 1979-80. 


Referring to the observation that the surpassing the export target by about 76 
crore Taka during the last fiscal year was mainly due to global inflation; the 
Minister said that volume of export during the first quarter had increased con- 
siderably. 


International Price 


BSS adds: Mr Siddiky also informed newsmen that the curre ..' national price 
of some of the major exportables have declined from the 21 of the last year. 
Otherwise, the income of the first three months could wei’ ‘ve sround Taka 325 
crore in place of Taka 254 crore. "We are trying to increase our earnings by 
taking a businessmen-like attitude in the international market,’ he said. 


Ne said average price of hessian, sacking, carpet backing cloth (CBC) dropped to 
Taka 13.695, Taka 9.196 and Taka 11,268 per ton respectively during the period 
under review from the price of corresponding period last year of Taka 15.767 
Taka 9.972 and Taka 14.713 per tons at the same time. The average earnings from 
export of leather dropped to Taka 17.52 per square feet from Taka 23.46 of last 
year. And that of frozen food and tea dropped to Taka 45 and Taka 9.74 per lb. 
this year as against Taka 57 and Taka 10.10 of corresponding period last year. 


In reply to question, the State Minister said that his Ministry was working out 
details to find out ways ard means to increase export earnings to 1750 crore as 
directed by the government. He said export trends were under constant review of 
the various committees and task forces from the bottom to the apex level of the 
Government to maximise earnings. 


The Government has given many incentives to the exporters and higher incentives 
were being considered by retionalisation of the existing Export Performance 
Licence (EPL) structure. [as published] Efforts were being made to find out new 
commodities for export, he added. 


In ceply to a question, he said that his Ministry would work out the likely 
impact of increase of interest rates on the export sector. 


In reply to queries on proposed export of rice and fertilisers, the Minister 
stressed that the availability of extent of exportable surplus or quantity is being 
reviewed by his Ministry. J hases, he asserted that no export would be made that 
might lead to strains in domestic supply. [as published] However, he said that 
the Government had already contracted for export of 70,000 tons of urea to Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka. The talks with India were progressing, he added. 














In case of rice, Mr Siddiky said that some preliminary discussions were made with 
foreign countries in thie respect. He did not elaborate but assured newemen that 


it would be made known when concrete contracts were made. 


Commerce Secretary Mr N Matiur Rahman and Secretary Foreign Trade Division, Syed 
Amir Khaeru and senior officials of the Ministry were present. 


C80: 4220 




















FOREIGN MINISTRY REPORTS REPATRIATION STATUS 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Nov 80 p 1 


{Text} Islamabad, Nov 13: There are now only seven thousand non-Bengali Muslims 
eligible for repatriation from Bangladesh to Pakistan, a Foreign Ministry spokesman 
said here on Wednesday, reports Reuter. 


He said they would be brought to Pakistan as soon as “necessary administrative 
and financial arrangements" were made. 


The spokesman denied a report published in the Pakistani Press on Wednesday that 
300,000 non-Bengali muslims were being repatriated to Pakistan. 


The report eaid their repatriation had been made possible after commitments by the 
Saudi Government to foot the bill for their transportation and settlement in 
Pakistan. 


The intending repatriates are commonly known as (Biharis) Because they belong to 
the families which had migrated to former East Pakistan (now Bangladesh) from the 
Indian state of Bihar at the time of the partition of the Indian subcontinent in 
1947. [fas published] 


CSO: 4220 














UNDERDEVELOPED COUNTRIES GROUP HOLDS DACCA MEETING 
12 November Session 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 13 Now 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] An inter-governmental meeting on Wednesday was told to allocate major 
part of the resources about 300 million dollars earmarked for the third UNDP 
cycle 1982-86--to exclosive, rejects of Least Developed Countries (LDC). [as 
publ ished] 


The three-day inter-governmental meeting on inter country programming for the Least 
Developed Countries in Asia and Pacific participated by eight LDC's was inaugurated 
by Finance Minister Mr. Saifur Rahman on Wednesday at Civil Officers Training 
Academy and co-ordinators of LDC's and senior functionaries of UNDP, ESCAP and 
UNCTAD are participating. 


Finance Minister Mr. Saifur Rahman said that the LDC's need exclusive attention 
because they have not been able to build up any reasonable infrastructure neither 
do they offer even minimum accpetable standard of living in terms of food shelter 
clothing medical care and literacy. ‘as published] 


The meeting is discussing the report of the UNDP UNCTAD ESCAP inter-country pro- 
gramming mission led by Mr Carlos S. Vegega Assistant Administrator of UNDP for 
the LDC's in Asia and Pacific and adopt ite suggestions. 


The suggestions will be adopted at the final meeting of the eight co-ordinators in 
February 198). 


The participating countries at the three-day meeting are Afghanistan Bangladesh 
Bhutan Maldives Nepal Samoa and Tonga. 


Mr Jechan Rahman Acting Resident Representative of the UNDP welcomed the delegates 
while Mr Johann B Maramis Executive Secretary ESCAP M. Puskar Pant Deputy Chief 
Special Programmes for LDLC UNCTAD and Mr Manfred Kulessa Chief regional Programme 
Divison UNDP made statements on behalf of their organisations. [as published] 


Mr. Saifur Rahman commended the mission report as a remarkable document in many 
ways particularly for following two principles. They are continuation of the 
waiver (words illegible] of a minimum of three endorsements for projects to be 
categorised as inter-country if they relate to LDC. 











But he wae critical of the effor® to eliminate the distinction between LDC and 
developing countries because he pointed out, the condition of LNC's continue to 
deteriorate. 


Growing Poorer 


The Minieter appealed to the concerned agencies not to eliminate the distinction, 
"Thies is more imperative now then a few years back. Because the IDC's were 
adowing poorer although they were producing more” he said. [ase published) 


The contention of Mr Saifur Rahman was supported by gost of the participants in 
their country report at the working session of the meeting. 


Speaking of the idea of exclusiveness of the inter-country and regional programme 
for LDC he found no reason to cite the preferential treatment accorded to LDC's 
in UNDP, [PFS country programmes as reason for abandoning this idea. 


The Minister aondered why the principle of UNDP Governing council to allocate 80-20 
for the country programme of IPFS not be observed in the inter-country programming. 
[as pubi ished) 


Inveatable Resources 


Agreeing with the mission report that there wede dissimilarities in the condi- 
tions prevailing in the LDC's Mr Saifur Rahman said that there were similarities 
too. fas published] The most critical of them is the extreme scarcity of investa- 
ble resources, he said. This, he felt; would be a strong argument in favour of 
inter-country programme and suggested that common links and interests could be 
singled ouc from among the country-programme projects for their eventual funding 
under inter-country resources. [as published] 


He called for greater and more frequent exchanges of views among LDC's for better 
and immediate results. 


The Minieter said that LDC's including Bangladesh have been striving very hard to 
break the cictous cycle of poverty in which they seem to have been trapped. [as 
pub! ished | 


He extended full cooperation to the meeting and said that Bangaldesh would like 
to host « few regional and inter-country projects. 


Speak! «4 om the occasion Mr Maramis said that ESCAP will positively respond to 
the .eeds of the LOS's. [as published] He said that ESCAP was promoting regional 
trade expansion and cocperation, integrated rural development end activities in 
the field of energy to help meet special needs of the LDS's. [as published] 


The mission report recommended that LDC's be granted preferential excess to the 
overall inter-country programme through an LDC bias in the planning as well as 
implementation stages of the projects. 


The report proposed projects for exclusive LDC participation worth 9.5 million 
dollars and 15 projects of primary interest to LDC's. This includes integrated 











rural development forestry and reforestation maritime training rural compunication 
and non-conventional source of energy. [ae published) 


Secretary's Interview 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 14 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Visiting ESCAP Executive Secretary Mr. J. B. P. Maramie said in Dacca on 
Thureday evening that the Least Developed Countries (LDC) should be given the "lion 
share” of the fund made available for development programmes of this region, reports 
ENA. 


In an exclusive interview with the agency Mr. Maramis the ESCAP Secretary said 
eighty per cent of the fund be allocated to the countries having per capita income 
below five hundred dollars. 


He said the Least Developed Countries, including Bangladesh had “obvious reasons" 
for asking more fund in order to overcome their mounting problems as well as to 
pave their way towards development. 


Mr. Maramis strongly supported yesterday's suggestion of Bangladesh Finance Minis- 
ter Mr Saifur Rahman against the elimination of the distinction between the Least 
Developed Countries and the developing ones. He said “this is very right sugges~ 
tion because the United Nations General Assembly had not done any thing concrete 
but gave lot of lip service in this regard". 


He referred to the Paris meeting where the question of the LDC was discussed and 
said the Least Developed Countries had been “very concerned" for long for their 
deve lopment. 


Mr. Maramis termed Mr. Saifur Rahman's suggestion as “a concrete proposal" and 
welcomed it for implementation. 


BSS add: Officiale of Bangladesh and seven other Least Developed Countries 
(LDC's) of Asia and the Pacitic region continued discussion for the second day on 
Thursday the proposed inter-country cooperation programme for 1982-86. 


The meeting which was opened on Wednesday by Finance Minister M. Saifur Rahman 

at the Civil Officers Training Academy (COTA) in Dacca is also being participated 
by representatives from about 20 affiliate and associate organisations of the 
United Nations. 


Leader of the Bangladesh delegation of the meeting, Mr. Shafiul Alam, Additional 
Secretary External Resources Division of the Ministry of Finance, was elected 
chairman of the meeting. Delegates from Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Bhutan, Laos, 
Maldives, Nepal, Samoa and Tonga made their statements in the first working 
session on Wednesday. 


A source close to the meeting said on Thursday's discussion also covered the inter- 
country programming «-rcise in the light of the aid co-ordinators meeting for 


Asia and the Pacif on to be held in February, 1981. The [word illegible] 
programmes of the | pating countries and related and supportive programmes to 
projects of prority rest were also discussed within the framework of the 











proposed 1962-86 inter-country programme. [as published) The meeting also dis- 
cussed the modalities of execution for technical assistance and regional coopera- 
tion, 


The afternoon session discussed the UNCTAD report on the preparations for United 
Nations conference on the Least Developed Countries to be held next year. 


14 November Closing Session 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The inter-governmental meeting on Friday recommended that one-third of 
total Inter-Country Programming (ICP) resources for third cycle of UNDP amounting 
to about 200 million dollar should be available for utilisation in the Least 
Developed Countries (LDC) of Asia and Pacific region. [as published] 


The meeting which was participated by eight LDCs of Asia and Pacific region con- 
cluded in Dacca on Friday. 


The meeting in its unanimous recommendations endorsed the requests for incor- 
poration of about 20 projects, che number might increase, in the ICP for 1982-86 
cycle. These relate specifically to LDCs. 


The meeting laid utmost stress on continuation of exclusive programmes for LDCs who 
should heave preferential access to programmes of regional cooperation. 


The meetine, which was opened by Finance Minister Mr Saifur Rahman, was attended 
by sentor ofticials of Bangladesh, Afghanistan, Nepal, Bhutan, Laos, Maldives, 
Somoa and Tonga besides representatives of 23 UN agencies and international organ- 
isations. 


Briefing newsmen, Chairman of the meeting Mr Shafiul Alam, Additional Secretary, 
Ministry of Finance who led Bangladesh delegation said that the meeting generally 
accepted the report of a joint mission of UNCTAD, ESCAP and UNDP. 


But all countries opposed the suggestion to do away with the programmes exclu- 
sively for the LDCs. The LDCs feared that they would not get due share if such 
measures were adopted. 


Tabled by Bangladesh the resolution asking for continuation of the exclusive 
programmes in future was adopted unanimously on the last day 


He said the participants feared that they would be at th «+ ing end if they 
were equated with more fortunate developing countries Like 1a, Pakistan, 
Malaysta, China etc. 


They also stressed chat the past injustices could not be remedied even if alloca- 
tions were raised. 


It was for firet time that a firm resolution enunciating demands of LDCs were made 
into a resolution and it was a “great victory”. 
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The meeting aleo reviewed the special 15 million dollar ICP programme for LDCs in 
1980-81 and suggested that the allocation of 9.5 million dollar for exclusive 
products in LDCs for 1982-86 cycle should be augmented. [as published) 


UNDP Executive 


Speaking on the occasion Mr Manfred Kulessa, chief of regional UNDP said that the 
meeting demonstrated that the UNDP had a large shift in its programme in favour 
of LDCs. 


He said that the ICP would be finalised at the region-wide meeting scheduled to 
be held in New Delhi in February. 


The meeting had actively supported the United Nations conference for the LDC's to 
be held in September in Paris. Recalling the leading role which Bangladesh, the 
largest LDC, had played in the UN, he said the preparatory committee had already 
met twice in past. The third meeting planned for June in Geneva will finalise 
the preparation of this important meeting. 


There will be a review meeting after the Paris meeting. The meeting will be held 
with the donors. 


CSO: 4220 
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SOCIALIST EMBASS.ES OBSERVE UN ANNIVERSARY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Nov 80 p 8 
[Text] Embassies of seven socialist countries on Friday observed the 35th anni- 


versary of founding of the United Nations with a call for “transition to disarma- 
ment", reporte BSS. 





The organisers also stressed the need for continuation and deepening of the polit- 
ical dialogue between states belonging to different social systems. 


Organised by the embassies of JSSR, Czechsolovakia, GDR, Hungary, Poland and 
Vietnam at the Soviet Cultural Centre. [as published] The function was addressed 
by Col (etd) Shaukat Ali, MP, Mr W. Domagala, the Ambassador of Poland, Mr Nguen 
Dea Mao, Charge d'Affaires of Vietnam and Mr Uri Vinogradov, the First Secretary 
in USSR Embassy. 


Prof Kabir Chowdhury, President of the UN Association of Bangladesh was the chief 
guest at the function which was presided over by Syed Ahmed Husain, Secretary 
General of the Association. 


Col Shaukat Ali praised the role of the United Nations in the decolonisation, 


evolving a new international economic order and championing the cause of human 
rights, and freedom loving people. 


CSO: 4220 
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QATAR ASSURES DACCA OF CRUDE OIL SUPPLY 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


(Text) Qatar has assured Bangladesh that it would supply the promised crude oil, 
Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman said in Dacca on Tuesday, reports BSS. 


He told newsmen at the Dacca International Airport on return after a three-day 
visit to Doha that the Qatar Government leaders had assured him that they would 
“certainly” honour their commitment. In reply to a question, Mr Rahman added 
that the quantity and terms and condition would be made known later. 


He described his visit as a “exploratory trip" to involve Qatar into the develop- 
ment process in Bangladesh like other Arab countries. He said that Qatar is one 
of the big donors and the Government leaders assured assistance to Bangladesh on 
a "project-to-project" basis. 


Mr Rahman who met Qatari Oil and Finance Minister Sheikh Aziz Bin Khalifah Hasan 
Al-Thani and Foreign Minister Sheikh Ahmed Bin Saif Al-Thani also said that the 
ministers had asked that projects be sent to then. 


In reply to a quetion, the Finance Minister said that Qatar government would be 
approached for giving assistan e to some of the projects which were now being 
financed by other Arab countries and development assistance fund. [as published] 
The projects might include Joypurhat limestone project, Jamalganj coal project 
and Madhyapara hardrock project etc., he added. 


The Finance Minister said that the Qatari Government also shown interest in pur- 
chasing high quality rice--Katarbhog" from Bangladesh for which samples would be 
sent as follow up. [as published) Mr Rahman said that they (Qatari government) 
were satisfied with the samples of ‘Kataribhog’ rice sent to them a few years 
back. 


Mr Rahman also said that the Qatari leaders has also assured him that there would 
be very good improvement in their importation of manpower skilled, unskilled and 
semi-skilled from Bangladesh in future. Already 10,000 Bangladeshis were employed 
in that country, he added. 





CSO: 4220 
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FOOD MINISTER EXPLAINS PROCUREMENT DRIVE 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The procurement of aman paddy and rice by the government begins today 
(Saturday) throughout the country. The initial procurement target for aman during 
the current year has been fixed at three lakh and forty thousand tons. 


Announcing this at a Press conference at the State Guest House, Food Minister Mr 
Abdul Momen Khan said that procurement of aman paddy and rice would be made through 
about 700 purchasing centres spreading all over the country. 


The Food Minister said that at a time when the country had intensified its efforts 
for achieving self-sufficiency in food production, the drive for the procurement of 
food grains internally had also been strengthened further to ensure fair price for 
the producers. 


Mr Khan said initially the foodgrain procurement target for the current financial 
year had been fixed at seven lakh tons. But it had been raised to nine lakh 

tons now in view of bright procurement prospect. Even before the procurement of 
aman rice and paddy, the total procurement of foodgrains during the current year 
had exceeded three lakh tons he said. 


He said that in 1974-75, the procurement price of paddy and rice had been Taka 74 
and 120 respectively and food grain procurement totalled to only two lakh maunds. 
But this year the procurement price had been fixed at Taka 115 and Taka 175 for 
paddy and rice respectively, he said. Besides he said, as an incentive, the 
government has raised the per maund transportation cost of paddy and rice from 
Taka four to Taka five this year. 


Food Stock 


The Food Minister said that the country for the first time had built up a food 
reserve of 13 lakh tons. Such reserve, he said would enable the government to 
face any adverse situation in the food sector. He said that the government hoped 
to build up a food reserve of 15 lakh tons by the end of June next. 


He said that quantum of food deficit which was estimated at about 16 lakh tons 


for the current year was expected to be less than 13 lakh tons in view of the 
increased food production target of 148 lakh tons. 
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On the food situation of the last financial year (1979-80), the Food Minister said 
that at the biginning of the last financial year, food deficit which amounted to 
about 14 lakh tons had sored to 21 lakh tons due to unprecedented drought during 
the year. [as published] To face the situation, the government had to make a 
record level of import of 28 lakh tons of foodgrains, he said. 


Storage 


Mr Khan said that the government had decided to raise the country's food grain 
storage capacity from 11.77 lakh tons to 15 akh tons by the end of the current 
fiscal year. [as published] He said that under a crash programme, the government 
would construct 400 godowns having a total storage capacity of two lakh tons of 
goodgrains. Besides food storages with a storage capacity of about one and a half 
lakh tons of foodgrains would be constructed this year with external assi. tance. 


in addition to the government efforts to raise storage capacity, the government 
had taken up plan to construct small godowns at union level. The ministry of 
Local Government and Cooperatives would construct small food godowns of about one 
lakh tons of storage capacity, he said adding that godowns having a total capacity 
of one lakh tons would also be constructed in the private sector. 


He said that decision had been made to raise the food grain storage capacity to 40 
lakh tons by the end of the current Five Year Plan period. 


The Food Minister said automatic drying machine and automatic rice mill were being 
set up at different places to improve the existing marketing facilities and 
strengthening the procurement drive further. During the current year, eight auto- 
matic rice mill with automatic drying machine would be set up, he said. [as pub- 
lished] He said that setting up of drying machine in particular would help reduce 
the post-harvest loss in the country. 


Food Corporation 


Mr Khan said that creation of a food corporation was under active consideration of 
the government. Besides, he said the government was working on the formulation of 
a food security plan for the country to ensure an effective distribution system of 
food grains. 


The Food Minister told a questioner that foreign ships carrying over one lakh tons 
of food grains were awaiting unloading at the sea ports of the country. He said 
that delay in unloading of foodgrains had cost the country "some extra amount as 
demurrage charge". But the shippers were yet to claim their demurrage charge, he 
said. 


Replying to another question the Food Minister informed that Bangladesh had 
returned 50,000 tons of wheat as a part of 2 lakh tons of food grains taken as loan 
from India about three weeks back that it was ready to pay back the remaining 15 
lakh tons rice which, he said, would help improve the prevailing food grain storage 
problem in the country. He said that India was now examining the quality of rice 
being offered to India by Bangladesh. 
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While a questioner referred to the quality and boiling time taken by the rice 
imported from India, the Food Minister said that people in many parts of India 
usually took such quality of rice. 


When asked how he would ensure fair price to the rice growers, the Minister said 
that the government would purchase "unlimited" quantity of rice if it could arrange 
necessary storage facility. 


He said that the government had also taken some other measures including withdrawal 
of credit restriction on the rice traders, raising of storage limits of the whole- 
sale and retail rice dealers, had been intended to keep the rice price at a 
reasonable level. 


Rationing System 


Asked wheather the government would withdraw the rationing system, the Food Min- 
ister said, "when I have talked about creation of food corporation, I have indi- 
cated what the government wants to do. [as published] The proposed food corpora- 
tion will run on commercial basis". But, he said, everything depends on the situa- 
tion. When it is found that there is no necessity of a rationing system, it would 
be withdrawn, but the instrument through which the rationing system works, will be 
there to pace any situation. 


The Minister sought cooperation of people from all walks of life to exploit the 
opportunity to reverse the food situation in the country which "is traditionally 
known as food-deficit country". 


He expressed his firm conviction that food should always be kept above politics, 
"But IL don't say nobody would mention our failures and mistakes. But that criti- 
cism should be positive one. A negetive criticism will not serve any individual 
or collective purpose", he said. [as published] 


CSO: 4220 
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BANGLADESH 


PRESS CONFERENCE ON AGRICULTURE REPORTED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Use of improved agricultural inputs and cropping intensity have increased 
considerably over a period of 17 years beginning from 1960, according to the coun- 
try's first agricultural census carried out in 1977 by the Bangladesh Bureau of 
Statistics. 


Planning Minister Dr Fashiducdin Mahtab announced the major findings at a Press 
conference at the State Guest House on Tuesday. 


Accoring to the sensus about 11 per cent of the net sown area use irrigational 
facilities which is 64 per cent higher than the irrigaed acreage in 1960. [as 
published] About 60 per cent of boro and 45 per cent of the high yielding variety 
rice area are now irrigated. As against only four per cent farm holdings in 

1960, 56 per cent of the holdings now use chemical fertilizers which cover 26 per 
cent of the gross cropped area. 


Crop-wise, 30 per cent of the rice area, 37 per cent of the wheat area, 34 per 
cent of the sugarcane area and 36 per cent of the tobacco area are fertilized now. 
In 1977 about one-fourth of farm holdings sprayed plant protection materials 
according to the agri-census. 


Cropping Intensity 


The cropping intensity, the Planning Minister said increased to 165 per cent in 
1977 from 148 in 1960. He said that the intensity in the land of the small farmers 
was found to be higher than the large farmers. The cropping intensity of marginal 
land holdings is as high as 192 per cent. 


The agricultural census of 1977, was a sample census and covered over five lakh 
agricultural holdings in the rural areas of the country. A similar census was 
carried out in Bangladesh in 1960. 


There has been considerable diversification of cropping during the period under 
review. The area under rabi crops has increased remarkably by 74 per cent over 
that of 1960. Boro area has more than doubled over the years. High yielding 

paddy area is 22.14 lakh acres which is 10 per cent of the total paddy area of the 
country. The area under wheat increased by 171 per cent to 6.25 iakn acres, 

Jute by 52 per cent to 10.86 acres, sugarcane by 54 per cent to 3.86 lakh acres and 
pulses by 76 per cent to 31.02 lakh acres. 
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The Planning Minister said that the area under wheat increased manifold since 
1977. 


Landlessness 


The landless agricultural labourers households constitute about 29 per cent of the 
total rural households in the country. These households have no land at all. 


The Minister, replying to a question, said that under a different definition the 
percentage of landless people was estimated at 50 per cent of the rural population. 
He said that extent of landlessness was the highest in Faridpur district. 


According the census findings 5.5 per cent of the population own farm land less 
than half an acre, ten per cent own between half an acre and one acre, 12.5 per 
cent between one and one and a half acres, 21.1 per cent between 1.5 and 2.5 acres, 
29.2 per cent between 2.5 and five per cent acres, 11.6 per cent between five and 
seven acres, 4.3 per cent between 7.5 and 10 acres and 2.3 per cent between 10 and 
12.3 acres. [as published] 


Distribution of Holdings 


The total number of agricultural holdings in the country has been estimated at 
68.53 lakh which is six per cent higher than 1960. The agricultural holdings 
consist of 9%] per cent of the total farm holdings while livestock holdings con- 
sist nine per cent of the holdings. 


Small farm holdings (under 2.5 acres) constitute 50 per cent medium holdings (2.5- 
7.5 acres) 41 per cent and large holdings (7.5 acres and above) nine per cent of 
the total farm holdings. [as published] The total farm area is 219.59 lakh 

acres as compared to 1960, the number and area of land holdings have increased 

by about two per cent and one per cent respectively in 1977. The marginal hold- 
ings (holdings under 0.5 acre) constitute 5.5 of the total farm area. The small, 
medium and large holdings operate 19 per cent 49 per cent and 32 per cent respec- 
tively of the total farm area. [as published] The average size of the land 
holdings has remained unchanged at 3.5 acres. The average size of the fragments 
is 0.4 acre and average number of fragment per holding is 9.6. 


Owner holdings constitute over 58 per cent, tenant holdings constitute only 0.5 
per cent and owner-cum-tenant holdings constitute 41 per cent of the total farm 
holdings. The total owned area is 83 per cent of the total farm area and the 
balance 17 per cent is rented area. 


Of the total farm area, 89 per cent is cultivated and 11 per cent (25 lakh 
acres) is uncultivated area. Out of the uncultivated area, 22 lakh acres are 
occupied by homestead, ponds etc. and the rest is cultivabie [word illegible]. 


Livestock and Poultry 


According to 1977 census the total number of cattle is two crore five lakh and 
nine thousand which is eight per cent higher than that of 1960. The number of 
buffalo is four lakh and 69 thousand. The total number of goat is 84 lakh and 
36 thousand and that of sheep is five lakh eight thousand. The total number of 
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poultry birde te five crore 35 lakh and 90 thousand. The number of hens and cocks 
increased by 106 per cent. 


There are 7.22 lakh country boate which have the carrying capacity of two crore 79 
lakh and nine thousands maunds and five lakh and thirty thousand bullockcarte with 
a carrying capacity of 69 lakh and 62 thousand maunds. 


Dr Mahtab said that about 80 per cent of the population was below the poverty line. 
The average family income of these families was Taka 1,500 per annum, he said. 


He said that 60 per cent of the population wae suffering from acute malnutrition. 


He said that a full count-sum-sample census would be undertaken in 1982-85 after 
the population census to be carried out in 1981. The field work would be done in 
two consecutive years covering 50 per cent of the unions in the first year and 
the remaining in the following year. 


The Planning Minister said that the quality of agricultural statistics in 


Bangladesh at the moment was not satisfactory. To improve the situation, he said, 
field offices of the Bureau of Statistics were being set up at every thana. 


CSO: 4220 
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RESULTS OF DACCA UNIVERSITY ELECTIONS TOLD 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIES in English 19 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] Mesers Mahmudur Rahman Mannan and Akhteruzzaman, Vice-Presidnet and Gen- 
eral Secretary of Dacca University Central Students’ Union (DUCSU) have been 
reelected in the DUCSU election on Monday, according to an announcement made by 
Vice-Chancellor Prof Fazlul Halim Choudhury on Tuesday. [as published) 


Both Mr Manna and Zaman were the nominees of Bangladesh Chhatra League (Asad- 
Siddiqi), the students’ front of the newly formed Bangladesher Samajtantrik Dal. 


However, the Bangladesh Chhatra League (Kader-Chhunnu) bagged 13 poste in the 
DUCSU while the BCL (Azad-Siddiqi) got the remaining 6 posts. In the }1 hall 
students’ unions the BCL (K-C) secured 57 poste followed by the BCL (A-S) 32. 


The DUCSU and residential hall studente union elections were held in a very peace- 
ful atmosphere with the full cooperation of the teachers, students and the employ- 
ees of the university. 


After the results of all the 11 hall students’ union, students from different 
halls concentrated in front of the »rte faculty building waiting for the results 
of the DUCSU election. They dispersed at 8 a.m. on Tuesday when the resulte of the 
DUCSU election were announced. 


Out of 16,800 students listed as voters, 10,331 cast their votes in the elections 
on Monday, the percentage of votes cast was 61.04 compared to the last year's 
47.23. 


The re-elected Vice-President Mr Manna got 4,431 votes followed by his nearest 
rival Mr Obaidul Kader, 2,565 votes. Mr Abu Taher, a nominee of Bangladesh 
Isiami Chhatra Shibir recieved 836 votes. [as published] 


Other contenders for the VP Messrs Golam Sarwar Milan (JCD), Muniruddun Ahmed 
BCL (Munir-Hasib) and Anwarul Huq (BCU) received 737, 722 and 609 votes respec- 
tively. 


Three candidates for the post of Vice-President of DUCSU got no votes at all. 


Mr. Akhteruzzaman have been re-elected General Secretary of DUCSU receiving 1,180 
votes defeating his closest rival Mr Bahlul Majau Chhunnu, BCL (K-C) who got 
3,023 votes. [as published] 











Other contesting candidates Mesers Kamal (JCD), Akash (BCU) and Bachchu (lelami 
Chhatra Shibir) got 1,144, 938 and 908 votes respectively. 


Rival Groupe Clash 


Meanwhile, two rival groups of supporters getting majority seate in the DUCSU and 
different hall students’ unions clashed within one hour of the announcement of 
results of elections on Tuesday. 


The incident occurred at the Surya Sen Hall premises when the processionist, 
led by Manna and Akhter came to a collision with a group of workers and supporters 


of Bangladesh Chhatra League (KC). The clash soon spread to the arts faculty 
building. No one was seriously injured. 


Following is the list of DUCSU office bearers: 


Vice-President--Mr Mahmuddur Rahman Manna, BCL (A-S), General Secretary--Mr 
Akhteruzzaman, BCL (A-S), Assistant General Secretary--Mr Manjurul Islam Manju 
BCL (A-S), Common Room Secretary--Mr Manjur Kader Quraishi Manju, BCL (K-C), 
Science Common Room Secretary--Mr Nurul Islam Sujan, BCL (K-C) Ladies Common Room 
Secretary--Jeemin Khanam, BCL (K-C), Secretary for Social Welfare--Kazi Anisur 
Rahman, BCL (S-S), Literary Secretary--Ali Wajed Jafar, BCL (K-C), Sports Secre- 
tary--Badal Kumar Roy, BCL (K-C), Social Entertainment Secretary--Mohiuzzaman, 
BCL (K-C). 


Out of nine DUCSU members 7 were won by BCL (K-C) and two went to the BCL (A-S). 


cS0: 4220 
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REASONS FOR HIGH INFANT MORTALITY STUDIED 
Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 15 Nov 80 pp 5, 6 


[Article by Mohammad Kabir and Ali Ahmed Howlader, teachers in the Department of 
Statistics, Jahangirnagar University] 


[Text] In many demographic studies the level of infant motality has been consid- 
ered an indication of economic development of a country. Thus, in recent years the 
study of socio-economic differentials of infant and child mortality have occupied 
an important position in demographic research. Due to lack of availability of 

data very \ittle work has been done on it. The 1975 World Fertility Survey has 
given a unique opportunity to the researchers to explore this field gore compre- 
hensively. 


Infant mortality in Bangladesh is one of the highest among the Asian countries. 
There are various reasons why infant mortality is still high in Bangladesh. First, 
a large number of birthe in Bangladesh take place in an unecientific manner. Most 
of the infant deaths occur due to pre-maturity, bad handling by birth attendants 
leading to injury and infection. In addition there is an acute shortage of 
macernity clinics, trained mid-wife and other paramedics in the country. The 
children are born under most unhygienic conditions and malnutrition is a common 
factor. 


What are the determinants of the infant mortality and variations in it? The level 
of infant mortality, as found in the 1974 Retrospective Survey of Fertility and 
Mortality and the 1975 Bangladesh Fertility Survey, suggests that mortality levels 
have not fallen, as welfare measures have not improved. For a country like 
Bangladesh where 90 per cent of the population live in rural areas, it is impos- 
sible to offer a satisfactory picture of the numbers, conditions or progress of 
the poor. The sharp increase in landless people in recent years only seems to 
encompass the dimension of poverty. 


The main objective of this article is identification of social and economic dif- 
ferentials in infant mortality in Bangladesh. Infant gortality is usually 
defined as a ratio of infant deaths in a given time frame to the number of live 
birthe in the same period. The level of infant mortality is considered as an 
indicator of progress in development. Infant mortality is underreported in most 
developing countries and Bangladesh is not an exception to this. The information 
on the proportion ouf children's death by the age of mother are available from 
the birth history data. [as published] From this information infant mortality 
rates have been derived by indirect means developed specifically for this purpose. 
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Infant Mortality by Husbands Occupation 


Husband occupation is a measure of social statue in the community ase well as 
economic circumstances of the family. Occupation is also associated with education, 
As expected the children of professional and other white collar workers such as 
clerical and sales workers have experienced lower infant mortality that those of 
other categories such as agricultural farmers, services etc. [as published) For 
instance, the infant mortality of the children of professional is 90 per thousand 
births. The comparable figure for the agricultural farmers is 160 per thousand 
births. This difference in infant mortality is statietically significant. 


Infant mortality by various Socio-Economic characteristics. 


Infant mortality 


Husbands’ occupation per thousand births 
Professional 90 
Clerical 114 

Sales 143 
Services 151 
Farmers 160 
Unekilled 169 

Infant mortality 

Husband's education for thousands births 
No schooling --173 

1-5 years of schooling -=149 

6-10 years of school ing ~~128 

ll years & more schooling --120 
Possession of land 

No land --164 

Land possessed --160 
Non-agriculturist --148 


Most studies suggested a negative relationship between education and the level of 
infant mortality. The idea is that the more education a mother or a father has-- 
the more likely she or he will have excess to modern health facilities. [as 
published) There seems to be a significant difference in infant mortality by 
husbands educational attainment. [as published] For example, those who had 11 
years and more schooling, the infant mortality for their children were 123 per 
thousand births compared to 173 per thousand births for the children whose fathers 
had no schooling. [as published] 


However, it is possible that husband's education may not be a good indicator of 
level of living if it is used for younger age coharts which would have faced the 
stagnant employment markets in late 1960's and 1970's. Problems could have arisen 
since the younger educated husband's who entered the employment market after the 
mid 1960's would not on average have attained the same level of jobs as was avail- 
able for older husbands in the survey. Similarly, the infant mortality of the 
children of the mothers who had 5 years or more schooling have experienced a 

lower mortality compared to those who had no schooling (104 as against 165 per 
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thousand births) and the results are statistically significant. Wifes level of 
education or literacy has been taken as an indicator of her level of understanding 
of hygiene and health care. Thus wifes level of education has a great impact on 
the level of infant of mortality. [as published] 


Infant Mortality by Husband's Work Status 


Generally "self employed" and “paid in kind" include men largely in more tradi- 
tional employment settings and that "paid in cash" is comprised of men largely in 
the more modern sectors of the economy. According to our definition the infant 
mortality is lowest for those who are paid in cash. It should be noted that this 
segment consists of the population who have at least some education. For example, 
the infant mortality of the children of self employed is 160 per thousand births 
compared to 123 per thousand births for paid in cash employee. 


Infant mortality by possession of land and modern objects: There appears to be 
little difference in infant mortality between those who possessed no land and 
those who possessed at least some land. The only significant difference is found 
with the non-agriculturist. The infant mortality of the children of 
non-agriculturist is 148 per thousand births as against 164 and 160 for those who 
possessed no land and those who possessed some land respectively. Similarly, the 
infant mortality for those who had modern objects was considerably lower than 
those who had no modern objects. It is difficult to establish why modernikation 
has so much effect on the level of infant mortality. [as published] Perhaps the 
best that can be said that moderinzation brings exposure to health facilities, 
knowledge about hygienic condition, living condition and medical care. [as pub- 
lished | 


Infant Mortality by Nutritional Conditions: 


Nutrition is another important factor affecting mortality. It is highly likely 
that worsening malnutrition has been a main cause of high infant mortality in 
Bangladesh. Factors affecting mortality levels to suggest that mortality rates 
are generaiiy high when the average intake of food is low. Severe malnutrition 
mainly strikes small children, who need about twice as much protein and energy 
in relation to over all body weight as adult require. The following table shows 
the infant mortality rates by number of times rise consumed, number of days rice 
consumed last week and meat and fish consumed during the week. [as published] 


For instance, those who consumed rice three times yesterday had experienced infant 
mortality 145 per thousand birthe compared to 169 per thousand births for those 
who consumed once only. This large differences in infant mortality by number of 
times rice consumed also reveal malnutrition among specific groups of mothers who 
are poorest in the country. The above table also shows the infant mortality rates 
by number of days rice consumed last week and meat and fish consumed during the 
week. [Table referred to here not published] 


These are considered as the nutritional conditions of the mother. It is clearly 
evident that each day of rice consumption progressively decreases the infant mor- 
tality level. The iarge impact of nutritional condition on infant mortality can 
be observed by the consumption of meat and fish during the week. Poverty is a 
key factor in influencing mortality in childhood. The level of malnutritions due 
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to lack of proper food are influenced by this: Malnutrition among mothers could 
be one of the main causes leading to large number of infant deaths. 


Conclusion: Infant mortality is still high in Bangladesh. It varies enormously 
by various socio-economic groups. The association between infant mortality and 
various socio-economic variable may indicate a relationship, given the unhygenic 
conditions prevalent in most homes hospitale and maternity clinics. [as published) 
There is no question that a new born infant would be exposed to many hazards 

from infections in such conditions. In Bangladesh and in many developing countries, 
where agriculture is the predominant activity, there is a surplus of educated 
people in relation to job opportunities. The level of education of the husband 
may not be a good indicator of the economic level of the husband. Economic level 
of the household, housing conditions nutrition, and mothers level of education 
seem to have an impact on mortality. [as published] 


Although there is no doubt that following independence food shortage, inflation had 
an effect on living standard, particularly among the poor classes, this factor 
alone cannot explain why infant mortality is still high in Bangladesh. The main 
thrust of health planning is still on providing highly skilled medical personnel 
and sophisticated facilities, some times at the risk of ‘neglecting elementary 
needs, such as providing more trained mid-wifes, paramedicals and elementary pre- 
ventive services. [as published] The proper balance has yet to be struck between 
these different aspect of health care. [as published) A reduction in fertility 
level could contribute to a reduction in infant mortality and at the same time 
improvements in sanitation, water supply, better housing conditions, literacy, and 
child nutrition should be particularly effective in the reduction of infant mor- 
tality to a moderately low level. However, there is also an urgent need for more 
information on the level and cause of deaths at early ages. This will be of 
assistance to the policy makers for the efficient public health planning. It 

in the past infant and child mortality have been a neglected filed of study, it 

is now time to review the situation. [as published] 
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SECOND POPULATION CENSUS PLANNED FOR MARCH 1981 


Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Nov 80 pp 1, 8 


[Text] The second population census will be carried out from March 6 to 8 next 
year; according to Planning Minister Dr Fashiuddin Mahtab. 


The first population census was carried out in 1974; in which the Planning Minister 
Dr Fashiuddin Mahtab told a Press conference on Tuesday; population undercount was 
assessed at seven per cent--i9 per cent in urban and six per cent in rural areas. 


Dr Mahtab said that field work for the population census would be taken up from 
the midnight of March 5; 1981, which would be called ‘census night’. On the census 
night; enumeration of all transient people of cities living in hotels, hostels; 
messes hospitals; orphanages railways stations bus stations ports under stair 
cases of buildings and also on the streets would be completed. [as published] 


He said that from the morning of March 6; enumeration work would be taken up for 
all household population and completed by next day (March 8). 


The Planning Minister said that the main census results would be available by 
December 1981. 


He said that the complete enumeration programme would be followed by a lorge 
scale sample census pregramme after six months. [as published] The programme 
would be conducted over a period of two months from November 1 to December 31; 
1981. 


Dr Mahtab said that a comprehensive plan for conducting the census had been 
developed defining all the technical and administrative details of implementing 
the census programme. The plan had been worked out on the basis of field studies 
carried out over a period of two-and-a-half years from March 1978. The field 
studies included four pretests and large scale pilot census enquiry; he said. 


BSS adds: He said that around 90 million people living in about 16 million house- 
holds and more than half a million transient people were likely to be enumerated 
in the main census. 


A simple short questionnaire containing basic household and population charac- 
teristics will be introduced for the main census. Detail data one household, 
economic, social and demographic characteristics will be collected from the sample 
census programme by canvassing a long questionnaire. [as published] The long 
questionnaire will contain 58 questions while the short questionnaire will contain 
ll. 
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POPULATION CONTROL PROGRAM DESCRIBED 
Dacca THE BANGLADES! TIMES in English 15, 16 Nov 80 


{[Text) In order to ensure achievement of the targets for the population control 
and family planning sector during the Second Five-Year Plan period the government 
has adopted an altogether new approach towards popularisation of various population 
control devices. 


The new approach is characterised by a system of direct contact between officials 
and the clientele and strengthening of the evaluation network. 


The population control and family planning authorities took a fresh look at the 
previous system of work, in response to the call by President Ziaur Rahman to 
reduce the annual growth rate of population from 2.7 per cent to 1.8 per cent by 
the end of the Second Five-Year Plan period, and evolved a new approach to meet 
the shortcomings experienced earlier. 


Contrary to the earlier system of preaching family planning among married, fertile 
couples only, the present strategy is to emphasise (a) delayed marriage among 
elligible men and women and (b) popularising longer spacing of child birth. [as 
pub lished} 


The Population Control and Family Planning Division of the government has also 
addressed itself to the task of raising the rate of couple protection (against 
undesired child birth) from the present 17 per cent to 38 per cent by the end of 
the Second Five-Year Plan (SFYP). At the moment, rate of couple protection in the 
urban areas happens to be nearly 20 per cent and that in the rural areas, 14 per 
cent. 


The Director General (implementation) of the Population Control and Family Plan- 
ning Division told the BANGLADESH TIMES of Friday that success in delaying the 
imminent marriages by even two years and sufficiently popularising five years 
spacing of child birth alone could go a long way in achieving the targets of 
SFYP. 


Cafeteria Approach 


The authorities have decided to continue with the present “cafeteria approach" 
toward popularising the family planning devices, which means availability of all 
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kinds of devices (traditional, clinical, drugs, injectables and the like) for 
the doctors, paramedics and the clientele in general to pick up and choose." 


"We wish to pursue the purely voluntary approach but in order to achieve the over 
all national targets, we have introduced a new system of fixing up monthly tar- 
gete for our field-level workers", said the DG (Implementation). 


A matching monitoring and feed-back system has also been introduced to ensure 
target-achievement and detect faults. 


Meantime, it is gathered that the union level workers of the Population Control 
and Family Planning division (PCFP) have been achieving on an average 50 to 60 
per cent of their monthly targets. Although the authorities are not complacent 
about this success of the new system they are not worried about it either. It 
is because of the fact that every field worker has to add the previous month's 
shortfall with the current month's target. 


Monitoring and evaluation authorities also identify the causes of the failures and 
short falls and recommend ways and means to remove them. 


A Kasem Molla (6) 14-11 Direct Meetings 


Past failures of the population control efforts are ascribed to national head- 
quarters, based planning and the lack of on-the-field supervision. Learning its 
lesson from the past failures, the PCFP division has now introduced a system of 
direct meetings. Under this system meetings are organised in the big bazars and 
Ha'ats (weekly or periodical village markets), which are attended by high officials, 
and at times even the ministers, the field workers and the people. In these meet- 
ings, the local field workers--male and female--are introduced to the villagers. 
The audience are also toid what they (workers) were supposed to do for them and 
where to find them. Also displayed in such meetings are the various devices of 
family planning. 


According to official sources, this new system of direct meetings has proved "very 
effective” and, encouraged by early success, the PCFP division has been assigning 
at least !30 of its national headquarters and district level workers to organise 
and attend such meetings down at the thana levels. 


[16 Nov 80, pp 1, 12] 


Having identified population explosion as the foremost challenge for national 
development and prosperity, the Government has decided to face upto it, not by 
itself but by involving the entire people. 


The strategy had to be so designed in view of the fact that the task in hand 
involved nothing short of bringing about a revolution in the mental realm of the 
people. A massive information programme aiming at awakening the people to the 
impending danger, therefore, forms the cornerstone of the population control 
programme. 


As a result of the extensive population control campaign through various mass 
communication media over the last three years, people appear to be fairly aware 
of the magnitude of the problem. 
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The entire country has been generally covered by population control programmes. 
Notwithstanding the limitation of resources, a vast army of trained family plan- 
ning and health .orkers as well as trained volunteers have been mobilised. Steps 


have also been taken to reach the various family planning devices to the people 
as far as practicable. 


Workers 


"At present all unions of the country are not fully manned by family planning work- 
ers, mainly because of the fact that authorities wish to employ only qualified per- 
sonnel (minimum qualification being Secondary School Certificate). On an average, 
there are three female family planning workers and one male FP worker per union. 
The Government plans to cover all unions fully with FP workers by che SFYP 

period. Over and above that, there would be at least one female family welfare 
supervisor per union. 


Steps are also underway to organise family planning committees at all levels from 
village to districts. There are already 760 mothers’ welfare societies in exis- 
tence in 19 thanas of the 19 districts whose total memberships exceed 30,500 


(of them more than 90 per cent have adopted family planning devices of one kind 
or the other). 


At least 10,083 youths have already been given vocational and family planning 
training through the 504 youth organisations in the country. Apart from them, 
3,800 headmasters and 3,000 teachers of primary schools have been given special 
training in population control affairs. 


Thus the available manpower at the field level totals over 40,000. Apart from 
these there are as many as 91 maternal child health care projects (of which 85 are 
being managed by the Population Control and Family Planning Division). 


Although there has been satisfactory progress so far, some areas of inherent 
weaknesses have been delineated, namely, (a) absence of a full-fledged supervisory 
cadre and (b) lack of adequate communication facilities in different regions of 
the country. 


Sterilization 


In a bid to reduce the annual rate of growth of population to 18 by 1984-85 and 

to 15 by 1990 (in order to limit population base at ten crore in the year 2000), 
the Government has laid special emphasis on a programme of sterilization of fertile 
persons. This has proved to be the most effective among the various population 
control methods introduced so far. 


More than one lakh persons had been sterilized during 1978-79; during 1979-80 
(upto March) 1,68,000 persons have been sterilized. At least 40 lakh persons are 
to be sterilized during the Second Five Year Plan period. 


ZPG 


Meantime, very encouraging results have also been obteined in a number of project 
areas in the country where population growth rate has been brought down to zero or 
thereabouts. [as published] The zero population growth (ZPG) areas are Mithapukur 
in Rangpur, Sherpur in Bogra, Jhikargachha in Jessore, Shaharasti union in Comilla 
and the DND project area in Dacca. 
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BRIEFS 


ENVOY TO JAMAICA--The Government has decided to accredit concurrently Mr. K. M. 
Kaiser, at present Permanent Representative of Bangladesh to the United Nations 

in New York, as High Commissioner to Jamaica, says an official announcement. [Text] 
{Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 13 Nov 80 p 8] 


NEW FINNISH AMBASSADOR--The Ambassador designate of Finland, Dr. Risto Ilmari 

Antero Hyvarinen, presented his credentials to President Ziaur Rahman at Bangabhaban 
in Dacca on Wednesday morning, reports BSS. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in 
English 13 Nov 80 p 8] 


INTERNATION..L CONFERENCES PLANNED-~Dacca will hold at least three international 
conferences in next two months. In December, the Government of Bangladesh will 
host a solidarity meeting of the ministers of industries of some developing and 
developed countries who would disruss industrial policy of Bangladesh. [as pub- 
lished] This conference will be followed by a meeting of the jute producer coun- 
tries to be organised by UACTAD and ESCAP. This is going to be the second meeting 
of the jute producer countries in Dacca. The UNDP and UNIDO will support an inter- 
national investors’ forum for Bangladesh to be held sometime in the last week of 
December. The forum will among others study Bangladesh's investment policy and 
the proposed industrialization. Besides, many international seminars and training 
programmes are expected to be held in Dacca, according to Mr Jehan Rahim, acting 
UNDP representative in Dacca. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 

13 Nov 80 p 8] 





MESSAGE TO OMAN--President Ziaur Rahman on Tuesday expressed the confidence that 

the bonds of friendship and cooperation between the fraternal peoples of Bangladesh 
and Oman would be “further strengthened" in the years to come, reports BSS. In 

a message to Sultan Caboos-bin-Saeed of Oman on the National Day of the Sultanate, 
President Zia sent his “warmest felicitations and greetings" on the “happy occasion". 
President Zia hoped that the fruitful cooperation between the two countries will 
also grow. The President also conveyed his “best wishes" for the personal health 
and happiness of the Sultan and for the continued peace, progress and prosperity 

of the “brotherly” people of Oman. [Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 
19 Nov 80 p 1] 


DACCA-ROME TAXATION TALKS--The official level negotiations between Bangladesh and 
Italy for conclusion of an accord for avoidance of double taxation on their 
bilateral trade ended in Dacca on Monday. The talks began on November 13. The 
talks sources told BSS that the negotiations would resume later according to mutual 
convenience. The bilateral convention when concluded would provide measures for 
prevention of fiscal evasion. The negotiations, the sources "friendly atmosphere" 
and in a said, were conducted in a spirit of mutual understanding. [as published] 
[Text] [Dacca THE BANGLADESH TIMES in English 19 Nov 80 p 8] 
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INDIA 


GANDHI SPEAKS AT FATEHPUR SIKRI FORT 
Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Oct 80 p 9 


[Text] Agra, Oct. 30. The Prime Minister, Mrs, Indira Gandhi, said today that 
India had assimilated persons from all religions and it would be a pity if somebody 
wanted them to be driven out. 


Inaugurating the three-day ‘Sulahkul' (universal brotherhood), festival at the his- 
toric Fatehpur Sikri fort, 37 km from here, Mrs. Gandhi recalled the glorious Indian 
tradition and said for centuries people of various celigions had taken shelter ‘ere 
and been absorbed in the national mainstrean. 


Mrs. Gandhi, called upon the people to launch a movement to preserve unity, which 
she stressed, was important. 


The movement should be launched with the same spirit as shown by the soldiers of 
the freedom movement and the brave jawans guarding the country's frontiers, she said. 


Mrs. Gandhi, who arrived from Delhi by an IAF helicopter at Fatehpur Sikri, drove 
direct to the shrine of the noted Saint Hazarat Salim Chisti and offered “chaddar" 
there. 


She also visited the historic Buland Darwaza. 


The Prime Minister regretted that despite India's rich cultural heritage people in- 
dulged in casteism and communalism. Poverty, she said, was not a sin and it could 
be eradicated but there was “no remedy for smallness of mind". 


Referring to the disturbances in Uttar Pradesh she wondered what purpose would be 
served by "brothers fighting brothers”. She promised the people that those responsi- 
ble for the trouble would be punished, 


Mrs. Gandhi rec.iled how emperors Asoka and Akbar had brought glory and fame to 
India. They had taught the lesson of brotherhood and tolerance towards one another. 


All tne States of the country had produced great people and saints whose teachings 
and thinking had won for India a pride of place among nations. She called upon the 
people to follow then. 


Mrs. Gandhi said “we raise our heads and are proud when we hear of the valiant 
deeds and events in our country's history”. 
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but when “we think what we have done to propagate them, we hang our heads in shame", 
she said, 


Mee. Gandhi said she and her father Jawaharlal Nehru had a special affection for 
Fatehpur Sikri. 


To them Fatehpur Sikri did not seem to be a historical place, but a place from where 
people had just left. 


The colourful ‘sulahkul' festival aims at reaffirming people's faith in the ideal 
of goodwill for all and the policy of co-existence adopted by the great Moghal 
Emperor Akbar. 


Akbar proclaimed Sulahkul in 1579-80 with a view to bridging the gulf separating 
followers of different religions and remove meaningless differences. 


Akbar realised that the fundamentals of all religions, their base and their objec- 
tives were the same. What distinguished them from each other was the path pursued 
by each to reach the ultimate goal. 





It was Akbar's grandfather, Babar who had taught the lesson of religious tolerance 
to Humayun. It was implemented by Akbar. 


The celebrations at Agra, Fathehpur Sikri and Sikandara are meant to stress the 
need to build up a dynamic movement for national integration and expose those en- 
covuraging fissiparous and the divisive tendencies. 


The celebrations here, which mark the first phase, include a seminar on national 
integration, an exhibition, a programme of music and dance, and a poets symposiim. 


Several Union Ministers, including the Home Minister, Mr. Zail Singh, and the 
information and Broadcasting Minister, Mr. Vasant Sathe, are participating in the 
celebrations .--PTI. 


CSO: 4220 


33 








INDIA 


GANDHI SPEAKS AT KERALA UNVEILING CEREMONY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 80 p 9 


'Text] Trivandrum, Nov. 10. The Prime Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, today appealed 
to all political parties in the country to cooperate with the Government and parti- 
cipate in the meeting of the National Integration Council, scheduled to meet in 
Delhi on November 12. 


The Prime Minister, who was unveiling a statue of Ayyankali, the great social re- 
former and Harijan leader, said on vital issues such as national integration and 
removal of poverty, there should be a national effort. 


Some Opposition parties had said they would not participate in the Council meeting. 
"To us, national integration is an article of faith, that is why we have revived it". 


She said some parties had wanted more persons to be included on the Council. The 
Kerala Chief Minister hed also “written to me seeking greater representation,” but 
there could be subsicdtary organisations and sub-committees to which more people could 
be nominated. The actual work is being done by these bodies, she said. 


The Prime Minister pointed out that national integration could not merely be a 
Government business. People of all shades of opinion have a responsibility to safe- 
guard it. There can be honest political differences. But on issues like national 
integration, everyone must cooperate. "We are totally committed to it,” she said. 


Pathfinder 

Describing Ayyankali as a “pathfinder” and one of the greatest social revolutionar- 
ies who “cannot merely be confined to Kerala,” the Prime Minister said his work and 
teachings were relevant today also as they were during his time. 


Mrs. Candhi prefaced her brief speech by saying that she was “basically against 
statues. Many people have approached me for unveiling statues of very eminent men. 
i have refused to accept those invitations and yet I am here today because I believe 
that Ayvankali's work and teaching deserve to be better known outside Kerale." 


“Ayvankali was too big a leader to be confined to Kerala. He symbolised the national 
urge for freedom and equality,” Mrs. Gandhi said and added that at the national level 
similar work had been done by Jyotiba Phule and Dr. Ambedkar. They had fought against 
untouchability which was the darkest blot on India's culture. 
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Mra. Gandhi recalled that casteiam and untouchability had been very virulent in 
South India and aleo in Kerala. “Il myself experienced it. In 1931 when I visited 
Kerala along with my parente we had in our party a Harijan. Without any hesitation 
we had described him as a Brahwin and then he had no problem in accompanying ua to 
temples and other places,” she reminisced. 


Fight Againat Untouchability 


Buc, the Prime Minister said to Keral@# aleo went the credit of permitting for the 
first time in the country the entry of Harijan into temples. The fight against un- 
touchability was one of the major planks of Gandhiji's teachings as he felt that 
there could never be true freedom without equality and no equality without freedom, 
Gandhiji's fight against untouchability was aleo taken up by others including 
Thakkar Baba. 


\vyankali demonstrated that the urge for freedom must come from within: of the indi- 
vidual, society and the nation. He had taken active part in the Vaikomsatyagraha 
and had enjoyed the complete trust of Gandhiji. 


However, Mrs. Gandhi said, it was unfortunate that caste prejudices still continued, 
It did so not only in India but also in the U.S. where even after two centuries of 
the declaration of independence the blacks faced problems. A change came about there 
only after Martin Luther King started a satyagraha on the lines of the teachings of 
Gandhiji. 


The Prime Minister observed that since independence, Scheduled Castes and Tribes had 
made considerable advance. But it was regrettable that there were still atrocities 
against them. The situation was far from satisfactory. These atrocities were caused 
by group resistance and prejudices. “We must fight this resistance and take up the 
challenge", she exhorted. 


Atmosphere of Violence 


Another aspect, she said, was the atmosphere of lawlessness and violence, Not only 
Scheduled Castes and Tribes but people of the weaker sections, minorities and women 
feel insecure. We have to go a long way in restoring their confidence. That was 
why the National Integration Council was revived. 


“rs. Gandhi observed that national integration meant three things: removal of disa- 
bilities of Scheduled Castes and Tribes, removal of the communal virus and creation 
of an atmosphere in which the minorities will have no suspicions and total eradica- 
tion of the evils of casteism and provincialisa. 
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GANDHI ADDRESSES WOMEN'S RALLY IN TRICHUR 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 80 p 1 


|Text] Tetehur, Nov. 10. The Prime Minister, Mre. Indira Gandhi, said here today 
that she was receiving a number of complaints about injustice being meted out to 
those who did not belong to the ruling parties in Kerala. 


"I have brought to the notice of the Chief Minister these complaints", she said 
while addressing a women's rally at the Thekkinkadu maidan held in connection with 
the State conference of the mahila wing of her party. 


The Prime Minister said that she received these complaints whenever she visited the 
State ane also when people from the State came to Delhi. It seemed that the minori- 
ties here felt that they were being singled out for such harsh treatment, she added. 


Mre. Gandhi eaid that in other parts of the country also, people had grievances and 
difficulties and she was not happy about many of the happenings there. They had 
communal violence and problems due to rising prices. But she could say with the 
greatest emphasis that for the last 30 years they had never looked at any problem 
from « party angle. Ail problems were looked at from the national point of view. 


"We took the support of everyone to solve these problems. We have never tried to 
crush anyone’, Mre. Gandhi said. 


In the early vears, the Congress party was strong enough to prevent any opposition 
party from growing but it did not act that way, Mrs. Gandhi said. 


The Prime Minister called upon the women in Kerala to come forward and become non- 
violent but strong and determined soldiers in fighting the left and right reaction- 
aries. Leftist parties were also reactionaries in their own way she stressed. She 
assured the women that she would not rest until she was able to solve their griev- 
ances 


Describing che rally as one of the biggest by women she had seen in Kerala, the 
Prime Minteter said the women of Kerala had always been in the vanguard whatever 
tue tleld, political, social welfare, literature or arts. While everywhere in the 
world che votce of women was being raised for emancipation, in Kerala women had 
always Seen emancipated. 


“Mrs. Gandhi said that without participation of women no progress could be secured 
nor could they bulld up the country. She criticised the Janata and Lok Dal rule 
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for trying to put down the Congress Opposition by all means. For more than a year 
the marxists supported the Janata Government and even after that they continued to 
support the rightist combination inside Parliament. All so called lovers of democracy 
had no compunction in expelling her from Parliament. But at no time did she try to 
stamp out the Opposition or destroy any political party as was done during the Janata 
rule, Mrs. Gandhi said. 


Mr. K.M. Chandy, president, KPCC-I, translated Mrs. Gandhi's speech into Malayalam. 
Mr. K. Karunakaran, Leader of the Opposition in the State Assembly also addressed 
the gathering Mr. N..-. Devassykutty, Trichur district president of the party, 
earlier welcomed the gathering. 


Mrs. Gandhi earlier inspected a guard of honour provided by Seval Dal volunteers. 
LDF Govt. Warned 
PTL reports: 


The Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, today warned the marxist-led Left Democratic 
Front (LDF) Government in Kerala that the reported efforts to "stamp out" the 
Opposition would not take them anywhere. 


Top leaders of the Opposition United Democratic Front (UDF) in the State had met 
her in deputation and apprised her of what they described as “the worsening law 
and order situation” in the State and the efforts to ‘drain’ the treasury for the 
benefit of partymen. 


Mrs. Gandhi said the Marxist Communist Party in Kerala seemed to be following the 
footsteps of the Janata and Lok Dal governments at the Centre which tried to stamp 
out the Congress after its defeat in the 1977 general elections. 


Though some Opposition leaders were put behind bars during the Emergency, the Con- 
gress had never made any attempt to wipe out any Opposition party, she said. 


"We are against violence, casteism and compunalism and we will do everything within 
our power to put down those trying to spread these evils", she said. 


Mrs. Gandhi reminded the State Governments that it was the‘r duty to safeguard the 
life and property of all sections of the people, especially the minorities and 
weaker sections. 


Anti-social elements like blackmarketeers, hoarders, profit makers and smugglers 
would not be allowed to gain the upper hand as was the case during the Janata and 
Lok Dal regimes, she said. 


“re. Gandhi claimed that the “middle path" chosen by the Congress alone would bring 
in equality and social justice to the people. 


“We have also been able to give a new self-confidence to our womenfolk witnout whose 
support no programme can succeed", she said. 
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The Prime Minister said the Government had received little support from the Opposi- 
tion all these years. 


"We had to face the Opposition from right reactionaries as also the communists and 


marxiats in the execution of our programmes aimed at benefiting millions of people," 
she said, 


Two prominent Catholic Bishops, Dr. Joseph Kundukulam and Dr. Sebastian Valloppilly 
also called on the Prime Minister and represented about the law and order situation 
in the State and the apathy towards the right of the minorities. 
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is all-powerful. It can do anything it likes. As Dicey puts it, except declar-- 
ing 4 man @ woman, or 4a woman a man, it can do whatever it pleases. But in India 
even legislations passed unanimously are subject to review by courts of law. 
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QO: But in many other ways the U.S. president is not as powerful as a prime minis- 


ter. 


A: That is a wrong conception. Within his own ambit and a demarcated jurisdic- 
tion (by their own constitution) he is all-powerful. Remember their constitution 
is merely an outline or a skeleton with a very few articles in it. So there is 
great scope for interpretation. There the president could say as Roosevelt did-- 
I shall pack the supreme court with judges of my choice if they will not approve 
of my New Deal legislation. I do not think any prime minister in this country 
can sav so. 


So vou see we are neither a parliamentary form of government nor a presidential 
system. We have the disadvantages of both and advantages of neither. We have 
unnaturally tried to marry the two systems without understanding the entire con- 
cept of either. We have taken the concepts of a written constitution and judicial 
review from the U.S. and the cabinet system from Britain. 


It is all right when there is a towering figure like Mahatma Gandhi, Jawaharlal 
Nehru or Indira Gandhi to lead the nation because of the entire nation being behind 
them. Perhaps our constitution is designed with only leaders of such stature in 
mind. But what happens when lesser people are at the helm of affairs? That has 
been the case in the recent past. Then our system begins to crack up and crumble. 
We have to find out how best we can give ourselves a stable government. That is 
the main thing for us. 


In England, there is stability because parliament is sovereign. In the United 
States there is stability of government because the president connot be easily 
removed. 
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O: Haven't US presidents been removed in the past, Richard Nixon, for example? 

A: That was a freak case, That is only an exception. Impeachment happens once 
in many, many years, But look what happened here, How was Morarji Desai removed? 
if Morarji Desai, with a two-thirds majority in parliament, could be brought down, 


any future prime minister could meet the same fate. 


And what when Cha- These two instances — Morarji country constitu- 
ran Singh, who lost the majo- Desai being forced to resign and ae Se a inter- 
RD, 2 eee See Fe ruption. Only then can we survive 

? Con we call that de- time we devised 4 system and a * put does not meas 


president 
mocratic? The president, who him- comsutubon which can withstand only ey 
Are Denmark, 


by the electorate, was 
the prime minister of the for the chiel executive in our and France not democ- 


racies? Of course, each one of them has a democratic system that is best suited 


to it. 


QO: In the United States the president, despite having an assured tenure, is not 
all that powerful. Many a time the US president is not able to push through the 


programmes he wants. Take Mr. Carter's Energy Bill for instance. 


A: That may be because of the lack of political will. It was not because of any 


constitutional impediment. 


Q: Even in Britain, prime ministers have had to go. 
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A: I have said that the picfalls of the presidential system should be avoided. 
For instance, if the president is elected as the supreme executive of the nation 
and he wants to do certain things, he should be in a position to do so and should 
not be allowed to be voted down by a senate or a congress. There should be some 
system whereby the assurance contained in the manifesto of the president should 
have the overriding power of being implemented. After all, he has been voted to 
power by the electorate at large which is far bigger than the congress and the 


senate put together. 
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Q: But are you then not suggesting a form of elected dictatorship as the anewer 
to our problems? 


A: Why do you say that? Is the American president a dictator? Is the French 
president a dictator? Why do we think that only the British pattern is demo- 
cratic? but, as | have explained, we don't have even the British pattern. 


Moreover, the confrontation that lor — is a0 important member between the executive and the 
is being created between our par- of the British cabinet, working a By ge 
lament and the judiciary has neve: with the prime minister as one the proper working any 
obtained in the U.K. where the of his trusted colleagues. But Ee a in 
judges are much more appreci- here in India, the bead of the the powers of 
rast tse — 
judiciary — the Lord the | This cleavage azuch bets lo relation Wo the gor- 


Q: Does this mean that you want the judiciary to be subservient to the executive? 


A: Where is the question of subservience? All that I am emphasising is that there 
has to be a proper understanding and appreciation of their roles which unfortunately, 
does not exist in India. In Britain, the judiciary is not exactly independent. 

But even in the US, where the judges are much more outspoken, they are most reluc- 
tant to strike down a legislation; here in India the judges take pride in their 
differences in approach with that of the executive, 


O: What about the autonomy of states? Don't you think it is safeguarded better 
under the parliamentary system than under the presidential system? 


A: There is no real autonomy of states in India; the centre is all-powerful. In 
fact, my contention is that ours is not a federation at all; it is some kind of 

a hybrid creature which possesses neither the virtues of the unitary form nor the 
the federation. Because of leaders like Pandit Nehru and Mrs. Gandhi centre-state 
relations have been smooth. But under a weak leader, conflicts would be unavoid- 
able. agree with Dicey that the parliamentary system can only work on unitarism. 
It is not workable under a federation as is evident from what has happened in 
Canada. 


The states in America are far more autonomous than in India. That's because there 
is not only a clear demarcation of authority and jurisdiction between the union 
and the stites but there is the direct election of governors who are executive 
heads. This eliminates any kind of personal and party jealousies, which lead to 
instability in administration. 


O: A few weeks ago there were newspaper reports quoting you as having said that 
democracy had failed in India. 


A: I have been misreported. How could I have said that? I cannot forget that 
my own leader was in oblivion and some people were convinced that she would never 
come back to power. But it is because democracy is very much alive in India that 
she was elected back to power. 


What I had said was that: I'm My basic point is it is the who during an election stands in 
afrand if we do not do something common who bis imde- the queue for hours to cast his 
for those who have sustained de- peteen eee Me of vote. The affluent, the intellectual 
mocracy all these years then the Gandhi. It is the com- —the so-called talk 
situation can be grim. mon man who is i de- about democratic values. 3s 

mocracy in For itt = be years the poor downtrodden man 




















is precisely what the forefathers of the constitution had envisaged. That consti- 
tuent assembly was an indirectly elected body. It did not represent the people 

at large. And yet it could enact a constitution for the nation. Therefore the 
present parliament is far more competent to change it. 


Q: You have worked closely with Mrs. Gandhi for some time now. Do you think 
she is in favour of changing the system? 


Mrs. Gandhi has made it repeatedly clear that all she wants is a national debate 

on this question. But even a discussion is anathema to some of the so-called 
intellectuals, who are really afraid that, under a presidential system, because of 
her tremendous mass popularity, Mrs. Gandhi will become unbeatable. I have no doubt 
that even in March 1977 if there was a direct election for the national leadership 
between Mrs. Gandhi and Morarji Desai, Mrs. Gandhi would have won hands down. A 
Morarji Desai or Charan Singh can only come up under a parliamentary system; the 
presidential system demands much deeper roots ano involvement with the aspirations 
of the people. 


O: Do you feel our founding fathers had erred in selecting the present system? 


A: Our founding fathers were keen that a review of our present constitution should 
be made periodically; they were conscious of the limitations under which the pres- 
ent constitution was being enacted. 


As Mahavir Tvagi warned the constituent assembly: "We have assumed that we are 
the representatives of the nation. Well, all of us have come through an indirect 
electorate--through the legislative assemblies of the provinces which had been 
elected when we were not free, when the British were here. Those assemblies were 
elected in 1946. And we are making this constitution in the hope and with the 
claim that we are the accredited representatives of India. I am afraid that tech- 
nically we are not the representatives of India--de facto we might claim to be, 
but de jure we are not.” 


Many other members echoed his Even Mr. Nebru assured the im the last 30 years that it is 
fectings and enid thet the constite- members that no consitution could time we discarded this so-cal- 
tion was, by its nature, temporary ever be static; st had to be dy namic }F > rk ee 
ant G0 ceameding _ gipstetions and must be changed according to the presidential form of gov- 
should not be disa by. being the requirements of the people. ernment, which is more suitable 
bound to it permanently. de Il am firmly of the opinica to our needs, so as to bring about 
bates in the constituent after studying the various consti- rapidly the social and economic 
were full of such warnings. tutions of the world and tbe func- changes that our country badly 

tioning of ovr owe constitution needs. 
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INDIA 


CP1(M) BIGGEST OPPOSITION GROUP IN LOK SABHA 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Nov 80 p 12 
[Article by G. K. Reddy] 

[Text] New Delhi, Nov. 15. 


The Communist Party of Inaia (Marxist) has emerged as the single largest Opposi- 
tion party in the Lok Sabha following the admission of the Lok Dal member, Mr. 
Askaran Sankwar, to the Congress (1) last night. 


The position until yesterday was that both CPI(M) and the Lok Dal had a strength 
of 35 each, but now the Lok Dal has been reduced to 34 after Mr. Sankwar's resigna- 
tion. 


This is the first time ever that one of the communist parties has become the prin- 
cipal Opposition group, although it is still too small to be accorded the status 
of an Opposition party. The minimum strength prescribed for recognising a party 
is the quorum of the House, which is 10 per cent of the total strength of 544 at 
present. 


The leader of the largest recognised party in Opposition is given the status of 
the Leader of the Opposition. The CPI(M) has a long way to go to attain this 
status, since it will need at least 20 more members to give it the requisite 
minimum strength of 55 in the present House. 


The latest party position in the Lok Sabha as of today is Congress (I) 349, 
CPI(M) 35, Lok Dal 34, DMK 16, Bharatiya Janata Party 14, Congress (U) 12, 

Janata (Chandra Shekhar) 12, CPI 12, Democratic Socialist Party .°' ° oma group) 
eight, RSP four, Janata (Raj Narain) three, Forward Bloc three, . | ague 
three, J and K National Conference three, AIADMK two, unattached i+ < vacancies 
19, making a total of 543 plus the Speaker of the House. 


Congress (U) in Rajya Sabha 


The Congress (U) still retains its position as the principal Opposition group in 
the Rajya Sabha with its reduced strength of 21, which is four short of the 
minimum required for being recognised as an Opposition party and its leader given 
the status of the Leader of the Opposition. 











After the admission of the Lok Dal General Secretary, Mr. Narendra Singh, last 
night, the strength of the Congress (1) has gone up from 120 to 121 which does 
not yet give the ruling party a clear majority of its own, although it can count 
on the support of the eight nominated members and some of the Opposition groups 
with which it had an electoral alliance during the last parliamentary elections, 
besides the 14 independents in the House. 


The latest party position in the Ratya Sabha is: Congress (1) 121, Congress (U) 
21, Janata Party 17, Lok Dal 14, Bharatiya Janata Party 14, CPI(M) nine, AIADMK 
eight, CPL seven, DMK five, Akali Dal three, J and K National Conference two, 
Muslim League one, Kerala Congress one, Forward Bloc one, Nagaland National 


Democratic Party one, RSP one, independents six, nominated eight and vacancies two 
in the 244-member House. 


The Speaker of the Lok Sabha, Mr. Balram Jhakar, hosted the customary eve of 
session luncheon today for the leaders of the political parties and groups repre- 
sented in the House to discuss the legislative programme. It was attended by the 
Prime Minister, Mrs. Indira Gandhi, and the Minister for Parliamentary Affairs, 
Bhishma Narain Singh, on behalf of the Government. 
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INDIA 


CPI CONDEMNS GOVERNMENT PRICE POLICY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Nov 80 p 7 


[Text] CPI Central Secretariat member N K Krishnan has strongly condemned the 
Central Government's decision to raise the prices of certain essential commodities 
including sugar and rice bought on ration cards. 


In a statement on Thursday, Mr Krishnan said such a step will only further the 
spiral of inflation and price rise. 


He particularly denounced the decision to raise the price of ration sugar as the 
"most amazing step’ since it would give a big boon to the profiteering sugar millers. 


He decried the Government's policy of giving still more concessions to the sugar 
profiteers instead of nationalising the sugar industry as demanded by widest sec- 
tions of the country's public opinion. ‘It is no wonder that the Sugar Mill-Owners 
Association has welcomed the Government's decision,’ he added. 


Mr Krishnan pointed out that the situation urgently called for stepping up and ex- 
tension of ‘popular and democratic anti-price rise agitation." He said: ‘The six 
opposition parties which have launched this agitation have to unitedly continue and 
extend it throughout the country. That is the need of the hour.' 


On behalf of the CPI leadership he directed all party units throughout the country 
to intensify the movement against inflation and price rise and ‘organise the widest 
united front campaign on this issue.' 








INDIA 


KERALA CPI LEADER REPLIES TO GANDHI SPEECH 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 4 


(Text) Trivandrum, Nov. 11 (CNS). It is not the Left-democratic government of 
Kerala but the Congress(1I) State Governments that have been harassing the Opposition 
parties bv using the National Security Ordinance and Goonda Act, N E Balaram, secre- 
tary of the CPI Kerala State Council said here today. 


Mr Balaram was replying to the allegations made by Prime Minister Indira Gandhi at 
here party's rally at Trichur yesterday against the Kerala Government. 


In his rejoinder to Mrs Gandhi Mr Balaram said there was no attack on the Opposition 
parties or minorities in Kerala and compared the situation in the State with that 
of Uttar Pradesh, Bihar and other Congress-I ruled States in the north. 


Mr Balaram said it was unfortunate that the Prime Minister repeated what her party- 
men told her without caring to ascertain facts. Her statements will bring comfort 
only to the reactionary forces in Kerala whose help is being sought by the Congress-I 
to build up eo agitation against the State Government. 


Mr Balaram said in his statement: “The statements made by Prime Minister Indira 
Gandhi about the Kerala Government during her brief visit to the State have been 
most unfortunate. She is not only president of the Congress-I but also the Prime 
Minister of the country. As such it was not proper for her to have repeated the 
stories told to her by the Congress-I leaders in Kerala. 


If she has received any complaints, she can refer them to the State Government. She 
can also ask the State Government to take appropriate action. If on the other hand 
her objective is to start a campaign against the Kerala Government, she can repeat 
what her own partymen told her. It was gost inappropriate that she chose to opt 

the second method. 


“Unlike in the Congress-I-ruled States in India, in Kerala the leaders and workers 
of the Opposition parties are not put behind bars using the National Security Ordi- 
nance and Goonda Act and other measures. There is no ban on the activities of the 
Opposition and no firing upon struggles led by the Opposition here. The Kerala 
Government has in no way prevented the Opposition parties from carrying on their 
activities. 
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"The truth is that it is the Prime Minister and her own party that is afraid of the 
Opposition and seeking to harass the Opposition. Otherwise the National Security 
Ordinance and the Goonda Act would not have been used in UP, Bihar, Maharashtra and 
other States to arrest and put in jail persons belonging to the Opposition. Nor 
would the Karnataka, Andhra Maharashtra Governments have tried to suppress the 
bandhs called in those States. Nor would the peasants leading agitations have 
been fired upon as in Nagpur, Karnataka and Andhra Pradesh". 
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INDIA 


CONGRESS(1) ELECTIONS EXPECTED NEXT SUMMER 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Oct 80 p 10 


iText) The Congrese-I will have to content with ad hoc committees at all levels 
until the middle of the next year. 





This has become evident after the Congress-I president, Mrs Indira Gandhi's decision 
to set up a three-man sub-committee to consider the issue and set norms and schedule 
for the organisational elections. The members of the committee are Mr CG L Dogra, 
Mrs Mohsina Kidwai and former Kerala Chief Minister K Karunakaran. 


Party sources said that even if the committee submits its report in one month, it 
would take about six @onths to complete the process of election at all levels. 
General Secretary Vasantdada Patil feels that this could not be done until after 
April next in view of various pre-occupations like sessions of Parliament and State 
Assemblies. 


In face the party never had a regular membership drive ever since it was formed in 
January, 1978. Al’! its office-bearers are ad hoc appointment. Though some attempts 
were made in some States to distribute sembership forms as in Gujarat, they were to 
be abandoned @mic-stream. Since even these enrol@ents had caused controversy from 
the rival factions, the new membership would have to be begun afresh. 


AICC-I sources say that the membership drive was still going on in some places which 
for all practical purposes, could not be considered as authoritative in view of 
the possible allegations of bogus membership. In the normal course, the membership 
drive will alone take at least two months. Then this will have to be verified. 


Indications are that some PCC-I might even ask for exemption from the membership 


drive or extention of the deteline various under pretexts. This will further delay 
the process of election all along the line up to the AICC-I. 
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INDIA 


FINANCE MINISTER SPEAKS AT AWARD CEREMONY 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 14 Nov 80 p 10 


|\Text| Union Finance Minister R. Venkataraman said on Thursday that the friendship 
between India and the Soviet Union “rests on the firm foundations of ideology and 
approach to problems” and it would “endure for eternity”. 


Speaking at the Kamani auditorium after presenting the Soviet Land Nehru Awards, he 
said the two countries are interested in assuring that not only is there peace in 
the Asian region but also in the entire world. 


Me Venkataraman said that war had never brought prosperity to any country in the 
world and peace is indispensable for the world but especially for the developing 
countries as they would be obliged to waste resources in unprofitable ventures. 


He said Pandit Nehru's memory would shine in the annals of the history of the two 
countries as the father of the present relationship of friendship. 


Speaking about the economic ties between the two countries, Mr Venkataraman said 
that ceoperation fostered on goodwill is growing and expressed the hope that it 
would become a permanent feature of the national life of the two countries. 


He said the economic cooperation was known to all and the Soviet Union helped India 
build the big steel and other heavy machinery plants. 


The Unton Minister also wished the president of the Awards committee Mr K.P.S. Menon 
a speedy recovery and recalled the yeoman service rendered by him in laying the 
foundation of the Indo-Soviet friendship as India's ambassador. 


Mr Menon was unable to attend the award presentation ceremony on account of illness. 


Soviet Ambassador in India Y M Vorontsov, in his address, said at a time when the 
world te going back to a cold war state, the Indian Ocean is being militarised and 
a new arms race is starting, the friendsh.p between the two countries would help 
restore world peace. 


Mr Vorontsov, while paying homage to Pandit Nehru, said he is fondly remembered by 


the Soviet people as an outstanding world statesman and a leader of the Indian 
peoples struggle for independence. 
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Of the three winners of the Re 10,000 cash and a two-week trip award, Mr Nabakanta 
Barua, and Me BV Karanth, director of National School of Drama received the award. 
Mr Karanth took the award on behalf of the NSD. The third winner Mr Chelat Achuta 
Menon, former Chief Minister of Kerala, was unable to attend due to ill-health. 


Mr Yamiq Jaunpuri, Kirant Babani and Mr Vishwamitra Upadhyay each received a cash 
award of Re 5,000 and a two-week trip to the Soviet Union. 


The special award of a two-week trip to the Soviet Union was received by Rana Jang 
Bahadur Singh, for his service to the cause of Indo-Soviet friendship movement and 
Dr Harbhajan Singh for his translation of a collection of works “Lenin a Profile." 


The four others who were present and received the awards were Mr Madhukar Singh, 
Dr R K Sharma, Mr Suman Sarhadi and Master Vikas Bajpai. 
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INDIA 


PETROLEUM MINISTER HOLDS 10 NOVEMBER PRESS CONFERENCE 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 11 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov 10 --Mexico has pledged to supply 1.5 million tons of crude 
to India next year, the Petroleum Minister, Mr P.C. Sethi, told a Press conference 
here today. 


He said that Mr C.R. Das Gupta, chairman of Indian Oil, had just returned after 
signing the contract with Mexico. There would however, be no swapping arrangement, 
as thought of earlier, 


While the freight charge from West Asia was $1.5 a barrel on an average, the freight 
from Mexico would be about $3 a barrel. Half the Mexican crude would be light, at 
$34.50 a barrel. The other half would be heavy, at $29 a barrel. It was stated 
that the contract with Mexico was “evergreen”, which could be extended by mutual 
consent every year. 





Mr Sethi said that India was trying to persuade the Soviet Union to step up its 
crude supplies from the normal annual 1.5 million tons to 2.5 million tons next year 
to meet the extraordinary situation created by the Iran-Iraq conflict. 


Efforts were also being made to get crude from Kuwait, Saudi Arabia, Malaysia, the 
United Arab Emirates and Algeria. 


Though India would welcome crude from any quarter, including China, Mr Sethi said 
that the Indonesian crude did not suit India. An agreement had been signed with 
Bulgaria for the supply of 50,000 tons of petroleum products. 


The Minister reiterated that there was no cause for alarm on the petroleum front 
and that the position till the end of January was now comfortable. 


He said that as a measure of the comfortable position, the Government had decided to 
step up the allocation of diesel and kerosene to the States by 5% this month. He 
envisaged that the country would need to import 16 million to 17 million tons of 
crude next year and 7.5 million tons of petroleum products. 


The production from Bombay High was being stepped up to six million tons and this 
would further cise to seven million tons by the middle of 1982 and 12 million tons 
by the end of 1983, Mr Sethi said. 
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Because of the prevailing conditions, the production from Ankaleshwar and other 
fields, which had been cut from 2.2 million tons a year to 1.4 million tons, was 
being stepped up to the original level. 


Sharing of ofl may become part of the overall deal with the foreign ofl companies 
which are to be chosen for exploration in selected areas, according to Mr Sethi. 
He felt that foreign companies would not be interested if there was no production- 
sharing. 


He said that 28 blocks would be offered to the foreign companies, 15 of them on- 
shore and 13 off-shore. 


The parameters of the final contracts were to be decided by the official committee. 
But this exercise, as also the negotiations with the 34 short-listed companies, 

out of the original 65, including the question of giving India the first choice of 
the sale of ofl that would go to the foreign companies’ share, would be decided 

by March. 


Mr Sethi indicated that the Government was thinking of setting up a corporation on 
the Norwegian pattern to supervize the entire exploration. The details of the 
corporation had not yet been decided. 


The Minister stated that the Government would decide before the end of the financial 
year on whether to take over Oil India and Assam 011 Company, separately or to- 


gether, as suggested by Oil India. He said that this question had been hanging 
fire for long. 
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INDIA 


TOURISM MINISTER GIVES DETAILS OF NEW AIRLINE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Nov 80 p 5 
[Text] The third-level air service will be launched on January 26 and, to begin 


with, it will operate in the north-eastern states, Mr. A. P. Sharma told newsmen 
here today. 





The tourism and civil aviation minister said a decision would be taken in a couple 
of days on whether it should be a subsidiary of Indian Airlines or whether there 
should be a corporation to run it. 


The type of aircraft to be used was being studied and in the meanwhile Avro and 
Fokker Friendship aircraft would be used for the service, he said. 


Gauhati would be the main centre to which eight or nine places would be connected 
by the feeder service, he added. It might be an year before new aircraft were 
selected and bought and the service extended over the entire country, to cover 
about 70 places. 


Asked whether the unemployed pilots would be absorbed then, Mr. Sharma said the 
Air Force would take some of them and some would join Indian Airlines. A few 
might join Air-India for doing ground work. Still he would not say all of them 
would find employment. 


Asked about the Air-India strike, he said Mr. S. R. Kulkarni, the strike leader, 
had called on him today and “dicussed the same old things"--payment of bonus and 
the agreement with the management in this regard. [as published] 


Mr. Sharma said he reiterated his appeal to the striking workers to resume duty 
torthwito as he felt there was no scope for prolonging the strike on this ground. 


Referr.ng to the agreement, he said it had an over-riding clause which said that 
in the event of the company suffering a loss, it would pay the statutory minimum 
of 8.33 per cent. 


Ir case there was a disagreement over the interpretation of the agreement, there 
was a provision for arbitration by the regional labour commissioner. 


But first, Mr. Sharma added, Mr. Kulkarni must accept the position that Air- 
India was in the red, and not insist that it was making a profit. 
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Asked about the loss to the airlines owing to the strike, Mr. Sharma said there 
was no question of loss as the flights were operating normally. Elaborating, he 
said there was no drop in the (passenger) load factor though there was some back- 
log in cargo. 


He said he would continue his appeals to the workers to call off the strike, "every 
day morning and evening," till they listened to them. 


On the new airport terminal's inauguration, he said it would be opened before 
January 26. 


About tourism, the minister said the plan was to re e 3.5 million international 
tourists (per year) by 1990 and half the number by t'« end of the sixth plan 
(1985). For this the needed infrastructural facilities would be created. 


Steps would be taken to boost domestic tourism. The states had been asked to 
recommend two travel circuits in each state and most of them had sent their sug- 
gestions. 

A meeting of the tourism ministers of different states had been called for 


December 7 to discuss this question and other measures to boost domestic tourism. 
The states were also developing tourism by themselves. 
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INDIA 


OFFICIALS PREPARE IRRIGATION ™,... ‘STERS' PARLEY 
Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 80 p 10 


[Text] Bangalore, Nov. 10. There was need to build up the required expertise for 
harnessing the Himalayan rivers as a long-range programme of water development, 
Mr. C. C. Patel, Secretary, Union Ministry of Irrigation said here today. 


He was inaugurating the official level conference at Lal Bagh in preparation to the 
fifth conference of the State ministers of Irrigation. 


The conference of the State Ministers of Irrigation would be inaugurated by the 
Governor of Karnataka, Mr. Govind Narain on November 12. 


Mr. Patel said the technical data needed for launching projects for harnessing the 
waters of the Himalayas were inadequate, The conference of the Central and State 
Officers of Irrigation Departments should evolve a national consensus for formu- 
lating policies for the Sixth Plan, for launching an ‘mplementation strategy. 


He called for optimising efforts to tap the total utilisable water available in the 
country. He said non-utilisation of water was owing to lack of storage space. 


He said floods and droughts had become a common phenomenon and 1979-80 was a year of 
drought and it was gratifying to note that the country had managed without importing 
food. Agriculture should be one of the major pursuits for increasing the country's 
exports. 


The prices of groundnut had shot up as there was demand for groundnut oil and a proper 
policy should be evolved for encouraging the farmers to grow groundnut in the irri- 
gated areas. The cropping pattern should be diversified to make it remunerative to 
farmers. 


Mr. Patel said he would be calling a meeting of the Secretaries of the State Irri- 
gation Departments within six months for reviewing the implementation of the deci- 
sions to be taken at the conference. 


Earlier, Mr. B. Subbiah, Special Secretary to the State Government, said so far two 
major irrigation projects had been completed and 14 were underway in the State. 
As against this, 17 medium irrigation projects were completed and 28 were underway. 
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INDIA 


INDO-SOVIET YOUTH FETE PLANNED “OR EARLY 1981 
New Deiht PATRIOT in English 15 Nov 80 p 12 


{Text} Delhi will be hosting an Indo-Soviet youth festival next year sometime at 
January-end or beginning of February. 





Talking to newsmen on Friday, head of the five-member delegation from the Soviet 
Union V Guseinov said that about 70 delegates from his country would be expected 
to participate in the festival, including artists, scholars, scientists and 
representatives of youth orga iisations. 


Mr Guseino. said his delegation was going to have a meeting on Friday evening with 
representatives of several Indian youth oragnisations irrespective of their polit- 
ical affiliations, to work out the details of the festival programme. [as pub- 
lished] 


While the main three-day festival will be held in Delhi, the 70-man team will also 
participate in Indo-Soviet festivals in eight other States, including Bengal and 
Bihar which have already approached the Soviets for participation in festivals in 
their States. 


The five-member delegation, which includes a charming young lady, an Olympic gold- 
winner in gymnastics, is here at the invitation of the All India Youth Federation. 


Expressing satisfacticn with its India visit, the delegation leader said the team 
had visited apart from Delhi, four other States, including Bengal, Tamil-nadu 

and Kerala, where it was warmly received. Everywhere, according to Mr Guseinov 
the idea of the Indo-Soviet festival next year had been well-received. 


In Delhi, the Soviet team has had meetings with nine youth organisations belonging 
to different political parties, including the CrI, the CPM, and the Congress par- 
ties of Indira Gandhi and Devraj Urs. Mr Guseinov said they had exchanged views 
and agreed on the need for struggle against imperialism and for the need to fight 
for disarmament and detente. 
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INDIA 


OCTOBER REVOLUTION DATE OBSERVED IN NEW DELHI 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 10 


[Text] Indian and Soviet leaders on Tuesday hailed the coming visit of Soviet 
President Leonid Brezhnev to India and under-scored the significance of the visit 
in the background of the present troubles in South-East Asia and the attempts of 
the imperialist forces to fish in the troubled waters. 


They were speaking at a public meeting in New Del.si which was organised by the Delhi 
unit of the Indo-Soviet Cultural Society to mark the 63rd anniversary of the Great 
October Revolution and the “Friendship Month" dedicated to the Soviet President's 
visit. 


Leader of the Soviet delegation visiting to country G I Yanaev said the friendship 
between the two great nations had played a “stabilising role” at the present junc- 
ture when the international situation had become complicated, especially in the 
Indian Ocean basin. 


Referring to Mr Brezhnev's last visit to India in 1973 which, he said, had raised the 
Indo-Soviet relations to a ‘new level’, he emphasized the coming visit would further 
cement the mutual bonds of friendships. 


While the victory of Indian freedom struggle had considerably undermined the entire 
system of imperialist supremacy in Asia and intensified the process of liquidation 
of the colonial system in the entire world, Mr Yanaev said the road of socialist 
transformation was opened with the victory of the October Revolution and paved a 
new path for civilization. 


Former Union Minister and Congress-I MP Shankar Dayal Sharma, recalled the Soviet 
Union's assistance to India in its various ventures in the face of imperialist 
powers opposition to the country's efforts to self-reliance. 


Today, he said, India was meeting 40 per cent of its petroleum requirements from 
its own sources and it became possible only after the Soviet Union helped the 
country in its oil exploration venture at a time when the imperialist forces had 
ceclared that India had no oil resources and any effort in this direction would 
prove an exercise in futility. 


Dr Sharma also recounted how Mr Brezhnev had shown keen interest in the development 
efforts of India and had at times intervened personally in favour of this country. 
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The largely-attended meeting also adopted a resolution which hoped that the visit 


of the Soviet leader would play a significant role for peace and security in India 
and the world at large. 


Others who addressed the public meeting included CPI leaders M Farooqi and Prem 
Sagar Gupta, Soviet ambassador Y M Vorontsov, former Congress MP Dalip Singh and 


ISCUS general secretary Litto Ghosh Delhi ISCUS president Shashi Bhushan chaired 
the meeting. 
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INDIA 


INDIAN, PRC ECONOMIC EFFORTS COMPARED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Nov 80 p 18 


[Text| Bangalore, November !19: Setting aside the communist doctrine--what China 
has done--in forging ahead in economic and social fronts, is to organise its non- 
organised sectors, according to Prof. N. S. Ramaswamy, director of the Indian 
Institute of Management, Bangalore, who recently visited China. 





Communist principles formed only part of the reason for the Chinese success, he 
told the Bangalore Management Association and the India-China Friendship Society 


here on Monday. 


Prof. Ramaswamy pointed out that China's 5.3 million production teams carried out 
izgricultural operations in farms, working on efficient factory systems. The 
53,000 communes and seven lakh brigades carried out all management functions-- 
planning and resource allocation, modernisation through science and technology, 
procurement and marketing and provision of infrastructure facilities and service. 


Poor Model 


india was yet to find a satisfactory model for modernising its non-organised 
sector, containing 80 per cent of the labour force, mostly in agriculture. 


Prot. Kamaswamv felt that India's 60 million marginal and small farmers, plough- 
ing 40 per cent of the area, were too weak to absort modernisation and too poor 
to precure and employ scientifically all che necessary inputs. Implements were 
primitive and inputs inadequate. 


The ‘act that the farmer owned th: land did not automatically enable him to be 
efficient Employees in government and private systems were motivated to work 
thoueh they did not own their offices. Thus, ownership could not be the sole 
hasis for motivation. 


fact, India's plantation sector produced all domestic requirements and exported 


1s well because its production was organised and managed well. But India imported 
Rs. 800 crores worth of edible oil as production was decentralised and not 
organised. 

Because land was commonly owned, the Chinese were able to irrigate and farm 


better, employ enough labour during cultivation, sowing and harvesting, provide 
inputs of water and fertilicers evenly and modernise implements and carts. 
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Prot, Ramaswamy remarked that though India and China started development at 
the same time, in 1950 China was far ahead of India, attaining three times Indii's 
per capita income, with wealth, income and services equitably distributed, 


China had none of the problems which India faced today--unemployment, inflation, 
poverty, decay in public life, violence and conflicts of all kinds, he claimed, 


China's pubiie system worked better as the motivation was duty to the country. 

[t was able to produce compared to India--five times steel, ten times oil, four 
times fertilisers, six times coal and four times the number of watches and bicycles, 
All this became possible because of the mobilisation of society on equitable com- 
pensation Cerms amonest sectors, 


The Chinese worked 48 hours a week with only seven holidays, with no leave of any 
vind in rule or right. In India, there were far more holidays and leave and less 
number of hours of work. Further, there were conflicts between management and 
labour resulting in bandhs, agitations, strikes and lock-outs. 


joint Ventures 


Prot, Ramaswamy was doubtful whether an adequate attempt was being made by Indian 
universities, the China-desk in the government and in the media to sift and analyse 
recent developments in China. Not many were aware of the spectacular progress made 
by China in the economic and social spheres. "To praise China is politically, 
neither proper nor popular. It might even by risky.” 


He found during his visit to China that a number of joint ventures were being 
established there and many more were in the offing. "China has opened up.” 


American, Japanese and French technologists and managers were all over the place, 
helping the Chinese with their scientific, technological and managerial expertise. 
America seemed to be trusted more than any other nation. A large number of stu- 
dents and scholars had been sent to the U.S. for learning new technologies and 
management methods. Chinese, both boys and girls, manning positions in restau- 
rants and hotels, were feverishly learning English. English held the key to 
modernisation. 
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INDIA 


CUBA EVALLATED AS GOOD EXPORT MARKET 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Nov 80 p 8 


'Yeat]) (odila has @ potential export market for rolling stock, sugar plants and light 
engineering goods in Cuba, reports UNI, 


Mr Sures> Chandra, executive director the Projects and Equipment Corporation, who 
ied a Cyree=member delegation to Cuba recently told UNI that Indo-Cuban joint ven- 
tures ip toired countetes such as Ethiopia and Mozambique in the field of sugar in- 
dustry had »een idencif ied. 


A tec! »| delegation from Cuba would be visiting India some time next month to see 
tno eager sachinery manufacturing units in the country and satisfy themselves about 
the euellt. ond capability of these units. 

Cuba has ‘cated thac {t has a fairly ambitious railway development plan. To ful- 


fil tha an, it wanted to import a sizable number of passenger coaches. 


iba al is a large railway network for the transport of cane to the factories. 
For runmioe this ratlway system the import of some components might be necessary. 

» th ~\4 of sumar machinery, it is possible for India to set up sugar mills in 
ube ane © ted couetries in collaboration with Cuba. 


»out seven million tonnes of sugar, a little more than India's total 


rodu ‘uba's technology in sugar, from cane production to the sugar, is 
‘airiv siveanced. Sut it imported substantial portion of its sugar processing 
mac inecy from other countries. India manufactures the entire range of machinery 
T e eyation is of the opinion that there were possibilities of India supplying 
rice tems 


- cCelegation sed discussiors with the Cuban, representatives of the Ministries of 
reigo “rade, Transport and Sugar and the Committee of Economic Collaboration which 


respot le for projects in Cuba and in third countries. 
ration also had discussions with the representatives of 12 enterprises 


coded cement, sugar and railway workshop. 


(ocean side also expressed its desire to buy rice from India. Even though it 


not iodicated the quantity, {ts requirement might be about 20,000 tonnes, 
oa's vice production is not sufficient to meet the local demand as the people were 
mainiy ri eaters. 








Cuba has offered to export cement to India. It has a surplus production of about 
|.5 million tonnes. Cuba with a population of ten million produced about five 
million tonnes of cement, As the problem is that of freight, various possibilities 
of Cranaporting cement at lesser coat are being explored. 


The delegation included Mr R Viswanathan from the State Trading Corporation and 
Mr 4H C Sood from Triveni Engineering Works. 
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INDLA 


MISSION OF WEST GERMAN VISITORS DESCRIBED 

Madras THE HINDU in English 31 Oct 80 p 7 

i\Text | New Delhi, Oet. 39. A 1LS=member West German industrial delegation led by 
or. Kurt Hansen, ts visiting India on a fact-finding mission to explore opportuni- 
ties for toavestment in India and for economic and technical cooperation. The dele- 
gation will be arriving in Delhi on November 2. 


or. Walter Cerhardt, Economic and Commercial Counsellor of the Embassy of the Federal 


Republic of Cermany, told newsmen here today that since the assumption of office by 
the new Gov rawent in January this year, the economic policies of the Government 
had become « little clearer than they were before. Certain policies concerning ex- 
vworts had been formulated and certain directions had been given. 

Woat German delegation sponsored by the Federation of the German Industry repre- 
ecating aoout one lakh firms would meet Ministers and officials of the Union Govern- 
ment an¢ seek clarifications on its licensing policies, policies relating to economic 
cooperation agreements, limitations concerning royalties, etc. 
ihere te at oresent “big interest” among the West German firms in the opportunities 
ivailable foe off-ehore ofl exploration in India and a major West German firm. 
Diminex, ‘a! also submitted bids, Dr. Gerhardt expressed the hope that the firm 
would figure in the short list to be drawn by the Government. 

Amoms ‘he @veations which the delegation will ask the Indian Government and which 
will se adereseed to Mr. N. DD. Tiwari, Union Minister for Planning and Labour, will 
ve the »ortuolties for German industry in the 1980-85 Plan for investment in major 
rojects ike dame, power stations, coal mines, railways, shipping and other infra- 
structure 

The scepe for cooperation between India and West German industry in third country 


4 
ventures will also be explored. 


+ ine mp ietion of its visit to India, the delegation will prepare a report which 


wil) be widely eirculated among the German firms and Chambers of Commerce in West 
‘rma 

while in % ot the members of the delegation will have a meeting with the Secretaries 
f the ion Gevernment which will be chaired by Mr. Tiwari. They will call on 

“r. Pranab Mucherjee, Union Commerce Minister. Thereafter the delegation will divide 

itse.f inte two groups, one visiting Calcutta and the other going to Bombay, Banga- 

‘ore and Madras. 
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The delegation is widely representative of the Weat German industry, consisting of 
manufacturers of complete plants for sugar industry, machinery and equipment for 
other industries, electrical, electronic and automobile equipment, leather and 
leather goods, pharmaceuticals. Dr. Kurt Hansen, the leader of the delegation, is 
the Chairman of the Supervisory Board of Bayer A. G. 


Other leading firms represented in the delegation are Siemens, Aktiengells Chaft, 
Buckau R. Wolf, AEG-Telefunken, etc. The delegation also includes an official of 
the West German Government, Mr. Kurt Lenz, Director, Federal Ministry for Economics. 


The total West German investment in India is about Rs. 80 crores. Though the number 
of economic cooperation agreements with India is 1,008 only 430 agreements are in 
operation, Of these 120 imply financial participation. 


The main areas of German investment in India are machinery, chemical and pharmaceuti- 
cal products, electrical products, automobile accessories, etc. In the field of 
development cooperation, West German development assistance to India amounts to 
about Rs. 3,300 crores in the form of grants of soft loans. The projects currently 
under implementation with West German assistance cover watershed management, affores- 


tation tool-rooms, improvement of electronic products, remote sensing water and 
pollution control, etc. 
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INDIA 


MUFTT: SHEIKM DOES NOT KEEP KASHMIR ACCORDS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Nov 80 p 4 


(Text! Srinagar, Nov 2. PCC-TI president Mufti Mohmad Sayeed claims that Chief 
Minister Sheikh Abdullah has failed to fulfil the basic objectives of the Kashmir 
aceord that brought the Latter back to power after being 22 years in political 
wilderness. Objectives of the accord, he pointed out, were identified as consoli- 
dation of secular forces and speedier socio-economic development of the State. 


Mufti also accused the Sheikh of vitiating democratic atmosphere in the State. He 
alleged thot the Sheikh's prevarication on fundamental issues (accession) has 

thrown tie Natieaal Conference into an ideological confusion and robbed it of po- 
litical effectiveness. 

Mutii's « arse sheet pronounced only three days before Prime Minister Indira Gandhi's 
scheduled visit te the State, is contained in an interview published in today's 


issue of cally “Khidmat" which is an organisation, a mouthpiece of PCC-I, 


“oft id said that the Kashmir accord was evolved not merely for installing an individual 
to power but for che consolidation of secular forces. The Sheikh has undermind 

tole objective by aligning himself with communal forces. 

Mufti reiterated the charge chat the National Conference Government was colluding 
with the Jana Sangh and Jamaat-e-Islami. He alleged that in Ladakh also the ruling 
party was fomenting communal and regional trouble. 


te olalimed that strength and activities of communal organisations in the State has 
greatly ‘nereased during the last five years. Mufti said that the ruling party has 
no record to claim that it had ever sought to fight communal forces. Expressing 

is disappointment at the performance of the State Government, Mufti said that the 
resources were being wasted on unproductive schemes while more important and urgeut 
orogrammes were delaved for want of funds. 


dcfuting Sherkh's charge that Cong-I was conspiring to topple him, Mufti said that 
Sheikh has invented this bogey to conceal his own misrule. The Government did not 
Lice opposition to pinpoint its shortcomings. It is being suppressed and the ruling 
oarty bas Seen resorting to undemocratic ways as witnessed during the recent ouster 

Speabe- of State Assembly. PCC-1 Chief alleged that the growing political inter- 
ference ito administration was adding to corruption and inefficiency. Mufti said 
toet the Government has been avoiding elections to various civic bodies and coopera- 
tive imetitutions because it was not prepared to face opposition anywhere. 
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INDIA 


DETAILS OF INDO-HUNGARIAN TRADE PROTOCOL GIVEN 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Nov 80 p 9 


Text] New Delhi, November 15. 





India and Hungary today signed a protocol for co-operation in trade, industry and 
agriculture, 


India would export over 36 chemical, drug and pharmaceutical items to Hungary. 
Both sides have also agreed to explore the possibilities of setting up joint ven- 
tures in India for the production of pharmaceutical formulations and steroid 
hormones to meet not only India's requirements but also the demand of other coun- 
tries, 


Supply of life-saving drugs, like chloramphenicol and chloroquin phosphate, from 
Hungary to India would also be considered. 


The two sides also decided to expand co-operation with third country markets 
blending India's low-cost production with "sophistications and technologies 
available both in India and Hungary." 


The Hungarian side has offered to assist in setting up a research institute in 
India for the manufacture and application of aluminium. It also evinced interest 
in the design and construction of extra high voltage transmission system of 750 
Kv. 


The two sides agreed to expand co-operation in telecommunication and Hungary offered 
to provide technical collaboration for the manufacture of rural telecommunication 
systems, micro-wave entry system, line printers and low power TV broadcast systems. 


A number of telecommunication and electronic equipment, such as manual exchange 
trunk boards, cables and multi-plexing equipment were also indentified for export 
from India. 


Possibilities of export to Hungary of heavy machine tools, railway rolling stocks, 
engineering equipment and metallurgical equipment would be pursued. 


India would also consider exporting additional quantities of leather goods, shoe 
uppers, consumer goods, concuetic gramaphone records, textile items, engineering 
equipment and machinery for pharmaceutical industry. 
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The minister of state for industry, Dr. Charanjit Chanana, and the minister for 
light industry of the Hungarian People's Republic, Madama E. Kesaru, were the 
co-chairman of the joint commission, 


PTl adds: The protoco! was signed at the end of the fourth session of the Indo- 
Hungarian joint commission. 


fhe joint commission constituted four working groups in respect of industrial 
co-operation, trade, chemicals and agriculture, 


During her tour day stay in Delhi, Madame Keseru called on the Prime Minister, Mrs. 
Indira Gandhi, and conveyed to her a message from the chairman of the council of 
ministers ot Hungary. 


She also met the commerce minister, Mr. Pranab Mukherjee, the agriculture minister, 
Rao Birender Stagh, the communications m nister, Mr C. M. Stephen, and the minister 
of state tor energy, Mr. Vikram Mahajan, 
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INDIA 


BENGAL OFFICIALS LINKED TO ‘FOREIGN OUTFITS' 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 11 Nov 80 p 4 


(Text) Calcutta, Nov. 10. Two West Bengal Ministers and many legislators are re- 
portedly associated with some of the foreign-financed ‘welfare’ organisations in 
the State. 


According to one important source, these organisations spend "crores of rupees 
every year’. Spendings include imported cars, imported motor cycles etc for the 
leading cadres of the organisations. 


The organisations employ over 10,000 people--directly or indirectly. 


The ‘welfare’ organisations, numbering 25 are working in ten out of the 16 districts 
of West Bengal. The ten districts are: Calcutta, Hooghly, Birbhum, Midnapur, 

Bankura, Purulia, Nadia, Darjeeling, Jalpaiguri and Cooch-Behar. Despite all efforts, 
the amount of money spent by these organisations could not be estimated. The execu- 
tive bodies of the organisations would not reveal how much money they receive and 
spend in the districts every vear. 


Among the 25 organisations there is also one from Hawaii Island. It is called 
Watumuli Roundation, and is financed from America. 


The West Bengal Government had recently given all the organisations freedom to work 
in the districts as they had been doing, while restricting their activities in cer- 
tain areas. This decision of the State Government has not been welcomed by many. 
Because, various questions and doubts have been raised about the activities of these 
organisations. 


According to some enquiries, finance from the foreign countries is first received 
in Delhi, and then it is sent to the organisations locally active. There are some 
irrangements like money coming via conduits. For instance, there is one organisa- 
tion named ‘Avard' which in Delhi receives money and then it sends the money to 
some of the ‘welfare’ organisations working in the rural areas. This ‘Avard' had 
Mr Jayaprakash Narayan as its patron. 


The curious point is that the spurt in the activities of these organisations was 
observed after 1977. 
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it was also very strange that a South African citizen was found working in a 
Hooghly village along with others of such a ‘welfare’ organisations. The name 
of this youngman was given as Stephen Denis. 


The other curious point is that usually retired military officers are found to 
occupy the top posts of all these organisations. There are some retired IAS and 
IPS otficers as well. 
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INDIA 


INDIA OPPOSES OCEAN PARLEY POSTPONEMENT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 80 p 3 
[Text] United Nations, Nov 20 (PTI) 


India deplored in the main political committee of the UN yesterday attempts made 
by the western countries to scuttle the General Assembly decision to convene the 
conference on Indian Ocean in Sri Lanka in 1981 and urged that preparatory work 
must be intensified to hold it. 


Mr Brajesh C Mishra, permanent representative, who was speaking in the committee's 
discussions on Indian Ocean and the deteriorating poiitical and security situation 
far from serving as an excuse to postpone the conference only gave greater urgency 
to the need for its convening a. scheduled. 


He was referring to the stand taken by the United States, Britain, France-- 
permanent members of the Securicy Countil--and maritime users like West Germany 
and Italy that the Soviet military ‘intervention and continued presence in 
Afghanistan had materially altered the situaticn and that little purpose could be 
served by the proposed converence. [as published] 


These countries which recently joined the deliberations in the ‘ad hoc’ committee, 
considering the implementation of the UN declaration of the Indian Ocean as a 

zone of peace have also sought to lay greater emphasis on regional disarmament 

by the Littoral and Hinterland States and formation of nuclear zones than on the 
issue of great power military presence and rivalry in the Indian Ocean. 


Mr Mishra regretted that some of the states were turning a 'nelson's eye’ on the 
197. declaration and instead were raising 'so-called regional disarmament issues’. 
‘We firmly oppose the introduction of such extraneous elements in the work of the 
ad hoe committee either in the substantive discussions or in the preparatory phase 
in the form of preconditions to the convening of meetings etc’. He said, these - 
issues should be dealt with in other form of the UN and nor in the ad hoc committee 
which had a specific mandate to fulfil. 


He said that the Indian Ocean must be transformed into a zone of peace as soon as 
possible. ‘We are firmly convinced that such a development would strengthen 
international peace and security and would in the long run be in the interest of 
the great powers themselves. If anything the developments of the past weeks months 
and years should indicate that the great powers stand as much to lose from a 
breakdown of the fabric of peace in this region and to gain from international 
cooperations as do the weaker states’. [as published] 


The political committee, adopted by consensus, a resolution reaffirming the UN 
declaration and the decision to hold the Sri Lanka conference in 192). 
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INDIA 


LOK SABHA RECEIVES 1971 FIGURES ON MIGRANTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Nov 80 p 18 


[Text] New Delhi, November 19 (PTI): The Lok Sabha has been furnished three 
decennial census figures ending with the 1971 census to show that Assam is not 
alone in bearing the burden of migration from Pakistan, Nepal and other neigh- 
bours in the vears after independence. 


The tables presented yesterday by Mr. P. K. Thungon, deputy minister of supply 
and rehabilitation, show that the number of Pakistani migrants in Assam in 1971 
was 9,03,429 compared to 30,78,202 im West Bengal, and 5,27,355 in Tripura. 


Pakistani migrants in Assam were 8,01,227 in 1951 and their number fell to 7,40,750 
in 1961 but rose to 9,003,429 in 1971, according to the cumulative figures pro- 
vided at the request of Mr. Arjun Sethi, Congress-I member from Orissa. 


in West Bengal, Pakistani migrants were 26,24,973 in 1951 and their number rose to 
9,68,750 by 1961. The increase between 1961 and 19/1 was, however, a marginal 
10,000. 


The number of Nepalis in Assam in 1971 was 78,268 up from 69,409 in 1961 which 


icself was a rise from 44,15i in 1951. 


ue migrant population in Assam in 1971 accounted for 91.5 per cent from Pakistan, 
eight per cent from Nepal and 0.25 per cent from Burma. 


Tie tigures for Punjab show that Pakistani migrants in that state steadily 
leclined from 24,32,754 in 1951 to 21,15,955 by 1961 to 15,93,15l--combined for 
Puntab and the splinter state of Haryana by 1971. 


Delni's population of Pakistani migrants has hovered around the five lakh figure 
luring the three successive censuses. 


Rajasthan showed a marginal decline from 3,72,837 Pakistani migrants in 1951 to 
3,04,607 by 1961 and 2,39,012 by 1971. 
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INDIA 


AITUC 30 OCTOBER MEETING ADOPTS RESO‘UTIONS 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Oct 80 p 4 


.Text) Mirajkar Nagar (Vishakhapatnam), Oct 30 The 3lst session of the AITUC has 
expressed its full solidarity with Bharatiya Khet Mazdoor Union in their fight for 
achieving the just demands of farm labour like trade union rights, ensuring security 
of employment, creation of machinery for fixation of wages and regulation of service 
conditions, equal wage for men and women and creation of a separate administrative 
machinery to ensure implementation of the above. 





In a resolution adopted today, the AITUC called upon all workers and unions to ex- 
tend fullest support to the BKMU in all its struggles including the proposed one- 
day countrywide strike. 


By another resolution, the AITUC considered that right to work and employment is a 
fundamental right of the citizen and that it should be obligatory on the part of the 
State to provide work and gainful employment, failing which, the resolution added 
the State must provide for subsistance or unemployment benefit as an essential 
measure of social security. 


The AITUC drew the urgent attention of all unions and workers to the necessity of 
building up a broad-based movement on demands like to right, to work or unemployment 
benefit with a view to forcing the Government to accept its obligation towards the 
unemployed. 


Neighbours 


The AITUC has expressed concern over the wave of repression let loose on trade unions 
and all democratic forces in Bangladesh, Pakistan and Sri Lanka. 


In a resolution adopted on the fourth day of the conference, the AITUC sent its 

warm and fraternal greetings of solidarity to the heroic working class of Bangladesh, 
Pakistan and Sri Lanka who have been valiantly fighting for their trade union rights 
and democratic liberties. 


By another resolution, the AITUC denounced attempts by US imperialists to further ex- 
tend their nuclear base in Diego Carcia. 


The resolution pointed out that US imperialism constituted the main threat to the 
Indian Ocean area. It added that US activity in extending their m ‘itary bases was 
in flagrant violation of the UN General Assembly that the Indian Ocean should be a 
zone of peace. 
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DELEGATES SAY WFTU HELPED AVERT SPLIT IN AITUC 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 80 p 6 


[Text] Calcutta, November 9. AITUC leaders returning from their conference say 
what happened at Visakhapatnam last month was at best a compromise that could be 
reached on!y through the World Federation of Trade Unions (WFTU) and other inter- 
national delegates, who expressed theocecives firmly against a split, just as it has 
happened in the case of the CPI recently. 


To keep the AITUC conference in perspective, it is necessary to put on record that 
the CPI narional council, which met at Vijayawada a few days earlier, had decided 


on two things. It defeated by 17 votes to 79 a motion suggesting that the chairman, 
Me. S.A. Dange. should as well be removed from his post. Instead, the council de- 
cided co oust Mr. K.G. Srivastava, Mrs. Roza Deshpande, Mr. Kalyanasundaram and 

Yr. N.&. Dutt, to mention only a few names. 

High ATTUC seurces here say when the CPI leadership met Mr. Dange at Visakhapatnam 
to convey the national council decision, the octogenarian leader only asked them 

if that syould be treated as a party mandate and, if that was so, he added, he 

coula not eblige them by still remaining the AITUC chairman. 

Altnougr Mr. Dange did not openly make an issue about the others the CPI wanted to 


remove him from his post, he made it clear. 


Awards to Danze 
This maturaily led to a deadlock, despite their discussions with Mr. Dange who 
stood his ground. By that time, using the conference platform, the WFTU delegation 
leader made some special awards to Mr. Dange. This was a clear indication of the 
SFTU’s mind on the AITUC affairs. 
This eoparently prompted Mr. Dange to explain the position to the WFTU and other 
international delegates, who after discussions with Mr. Dange, made it known that 
they could perhaps intervene successfully only if the CPI leadership agreed to re- 
vise their decision about Mr. Srivastava, Mrs. Roza Deshpande and others. So the 
‘sal was struck, Mr. Dange remained the chairman and Mr. Srivastava, Mrs. Deshpande 
and others continued to be members of the working committee and continue to hold 
fi 
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it is significant to nete that while as chairman, Mr. Dange inaugurated the AITUC 
conference with the usual Lengthy apeech, he kept himaelf out of the conterence 
almost throughout reappearing only to declare the conference closed and not to say 


inmvthing else, 


Those who had met Mr. Dange during the conference claim that the president thinks 
the CPL has been moving steadily towards his own political position regarding the 
national bourgeoisie and Mrs. Indira Gandhi and that the party might still go on 
hanging its outlook towards Mrs. Gandhi in the months to come. This, Mr. Dange 
thinks, is @ good augury. 


However, Mr. Dange still maintains his stand about unity with the CPM, They say 
while Me, Dange is not opposed to the @ove in principle, he scill believes that 
nity of the two Indian Communist parties can take place only if Moscow and Beijing 
mike up theie own differences. 
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TAMBO ACCEPTS NEHRU AWARD FOR MANDELA 


New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Nov 80 pp l, 9 


ext south Ateilcan ftreedom-fiehter Nelson Rolihlahla Mandela, 62, confined in 
the Robben [s'and Prisen tor the tast 18 vears by the racist Vorster-Sotha 
revime, wa mn Friday honoured with the Jawaharlal Nehru Award for International 
leretandine fer 19/79 in absentta, 


« award was received on his behalf by African National Congress acting president 


r Re 1| Tambo trom President Sanjiva Reddy at a special function at Vigyan 
BhAva 
‘resent ‘he Award, the President said: “The conferment of the Award is a 
' lia's unflinching support to the African people in the fight 
soartoeid, racialism and colonialism.” Paving tributes to the African 
ro, M adira Candhi said: “Where ever he is, there too is struggle.” 

Award, Mr Tambo opened his moving speech at the ceremony with the 

‘the vast majority of the people of South Africa...regard this 

i 4 1 national occasion for then.’ 


i Mandela moves around the restricted confines of his 
ind, his mind is tuned in to the proceedings in Delhi... 
tire membership of the ANC and of its allies and friends 
hi,’ Me Tambo said. 


“rs Manorama Bhaila, secretary, Indian Council for 


the it ‘ the award noted that ‘in honouring Nelson Mandela 
wavarial Nehru Aware tor International Understanding today, the people 
ite a man ot indomitable spirit, who holds firmly that all men are 
it man.’ 


int the treedom movement of his country in 1943, when he joined 
ss Youth League. He was tried for high treason by the 


ime at the notorious Rivonia Trial in 1963 and sentenced 
ne, i964. The white government of South Africa had not 
. eo, Mr Mande'a’e wife. Mre Winnie Mandela, or their children to come to 


the role of Mahatma Gandhi and other Indians in the 
freedom and the inspiring image of Jawaharia! Nehru which 








the patriots in the continent hold in their heartea, was heard with rapt attention 
by the distinguished gathering. 


Those present at the ceremony included Vice-President M Hidayatullah and Externa! 
Affairs Minister P V Narasimha Rao, The ceremony concluded with the singing of 

ANC anthem and the National anthem with school-children hailing Mr Tambo in Swahili 
as he left the dias, which was adorned with the portraits of Mr Mandela and Nehru. 


In his tributes to Mr Mandela and his comrades-in-arms, Mr Narasimha Rao said: 
‘We are confident Mr Tambo wil! carry back to his brothers and sisters in arms the 
message of support and solidarity of the people of India.' 


Mr Tambo conveyed deep appreciation and gratitude of all the South African freedom 
fighters for honouring Mr Mandela with the Award and expressed heartfelt thanks of 
“r Mandela himself. He said Mr Mandela received the news of the Jawaharlal Nehru 
Award being presented to hin with a mixture of disbelief, surprise, profound 
wratitude and excitement. “But the excitement quickly mellowed into a deep sense 
of humility. For, he understands the full meaning of the Award, its enormous 
sianificance and its challenging implications for him and his people.... 

Nelson Mandela, therefore, accepts the Award with full awarness of its histori 
message. (as published| He accepts it as a supreme challenge to him personally 
and to the leadership of the ANC and the people of South Africa of all races. He 
vccepts it as an honour less for him than for the people of Africa.” 


Mr Tambo paid “special tribute to the penetrating vision of che Jurv of the Award” 
ind said with the conferment of the Award the Jurv “displaving a delicate sensi- 
tivity to his enduring presence, has identified in Nelson Mandela the indomitable 
spirit of a people, the supreme justice of their cause and their resolute deter- 
mination to win final victory”. 


in their struggle for seizure of power, the people of South Africa--its youth, 
workers, women intelligentsia and peasants, led by the African National Congress 
ind its allies, will not betray this great honour to our country. Nelson Mandela, 
th the rest of the leadership of the ANC, will remain worthy of the great 
waharlal Nehru--todav, tomorrow, ever,” Mr Tambo deciarec. 


illed Nehru's memorable words in the Bandung conference in 1955--"Even now 


e traveedy of Africa is wreater than that of any other continent whether it is 
racial or political. It is up to Asia to help Africa to the best of her ability 
suse we are sister continents.” Mr Tambo said India, to her great honour, had 
ived up to that historic declaration that constituted one of the cornerstones of 
e non-aligned movement. 


explained that Nehru's clarion call had translated into a ‘lasting partnership 
the peoples of Asia, Africa and Latin American, who have joined hands with the 
socialist community of nations, the progressive forces of the world and the national 
iberation movement, in an anti-imperialist front to eradicate the last vestiges 
lonial domination and racism in Africa and else where. ' 


“Mr Tambo pointed out that unlike India, South Africa did not present any conceiva- 
le prospect of a peaceful transfer of power. The South African revolution, he 


4, 








underlined, “has 


of the greatest 
dent general of 
Freedom Charter 


“But a mere six 
people of Seuth 
decide whether 
to surrender. 


Deapite the 


aaid, “there 
context he pata 
South Afri 


ie narrated the 


to fight or to surrender, 
They 
endorsed thetr dectaton,” 


different roads 
in a golden thread” Linking the peoples of the twe countries. 


an strupgele 


already lost its non-violent character", He said 25 years ago one 
leaders of South African history, Chief A J Lululi, the late presi- 
the ANC and winner of the 1960 Nobel Peace Prize, had upheld the 
for South Africa while leading a “powerful non-violent struggle", 


veare after the adoption of the Freedom Charter, the oppressed 
Atrica were compelled to choose between violence and cowardice, to 
They rejected cowardice. They refused 
up arms. Africa and the world community approved and 

he underscored, 


took 


India and South Africa, Mr Tambo 
In this 


growing tributes to Mahatma Gandhi whose ‘imprint on the course of 
ie indelible,’ 


to liberation of 


succession of events in Africa since 1963 when Mr Mandela was 


imprisoned, and pointed to the sea-change in the continent with the emergence of 
ech landmarks definine the African geo-political landscape: Samora Machel, 
Kenneth Kaunda, Apostinho Neto, Seretse Khama, Julius Nyerere, Joshua Nkomo, 
Robert Mugabe, Sam Nuloma, 
le referre’ to the defeat of the South African Defence Force for the first time 
ly {« irmed forces of a new!y-independent state, barely three months 
ifter & the game army was unleashing its might upon smal! children who con 
nt ; ets with the dust-bin lids and stones in Soweto". 
stagger "Information Scandal" leading to the fall of Vorster 
wiht ere totally identified with Hitler. 
’ vided eech punctuated with warm applause with the words: "The 
t i Seu 4frica of ractem, apartheid and colontal domination con- 
for the world anti-imperialist forces is certain.” 
», said that in honouring Mr Mandela “we are honouring a great 
etarted by Mahatma Gandhi in South Africa. The tradition 
. ueviec against oppression and injustice, the tradition uphold 
: ith and jfustice.” 
Prime Minister Indira Gandhi said she wanted to pay 
“) Mandelo who was fighting “for man's undenied right to freedom and 
J 
tte man's burden has too long been carried on the shoulders 
\e ‘ ack peoples, and that the march of history cannot be 
rta that some spark will burst into flame at some point 
‘ ? e* cannot ° urvive.” 
is with us in t as is my father" on the occasion, and 
‘ here and se for human freedom, human dignity. human 
’ tics e introd “Vr Tambo as not only Mr Mandela’s repre- 
’ represent the resurgent spirit of Africa.” 
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LAWYERS OPPOSE EFFORTS FOR PRESIDENTIAL SYSTEM 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Nov 80 p 9 


Text] NEW DELHI Nov. 17. sinister than the me oP. 


i 
if; 
i 
id 
i 
s 


| 
: 
Fao gat: 
iH 
2 
cet? 


* 

democracy arilameot Courts * ntary by 

that “tt is Prime the Chief Minister of Maharesh- 

Mines ana the of ‘, are ay must have, = tra, Mr. “> —7 who is 
ue he 3 the p OA, . tates so that only tn- his to bear true faith a 

The resolution said that any Lo 5 5— to the Constiigtina with 

To crente. «monopoly of power aoa added that Dot the same To President of India, the re 


i 


he id 
transfer judges or Chief Justices, finding tterly inade: in det tance of tne utlo 
Chin dustioes of the High Courts guste te rule within, the pI whether under Article she’ or 
or the Chief Justice ot Inia ang e publ i, -& the love Constitution, = Ant whould 
to esta t chambers” to 
replace courts in frdla so that 
judicial power mertes in the “strongly 


The attacks on the indepen: ; 
dence of the jediclary is no lem vidual ” 
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HIGH-LEVEL CHANGES IN AIR FORCE STAFF NOTED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 80 p 10 


[Text] Some top-level changes are being effected in the Indian Air Force, reports 
UNI. 


As a result, the chieis of several commands and senior officials in charge of 
important positions will swap seats. 


Air Marsh ° L S Garewal, Vice-Chief of the Air Staff, is retiring. He is being 
replaced Air Marshal Dilbagh Singh, AOC-in-Chief, Western Air Command. 


AOC-in-C Eastern Command Air Marshal Katre is taking over as AOC-IN-C Western com- 
maud whose headquarters is located in New Delhi. 


The Deputy Chief of the Air Staff, Air Marshal Wollen is being sent as AOC-in-C of 
the Eastern Air Command where he has served for quite some time. 


The AOcC-in-C of the Maintenance Command at Nagpur, Air Marshal C V Gole is also 
being tipped for seme other assignment. 


Meanwhile, discussions are going on to split the command of the Air Force adminis- 
tration and appoint two Air Marshals instead of tiie present one Air Marshal. So 
also with the Air Force Personnel Department, which would be manned by two Air 
Marshals inscead of one at present. 


Recently, the Government had accepted the recommendations of the three Chiefs of 
itaft for a cadre review. As a result, the Indian Air Force will have four new 
Air Marshals and 16 additional Air Vice-Marshals. After the recommendations are 
imp iemented, the Air Force will have 14 Air Marshals instead of the 10 at present. 








INDIA 


ARMY TROUBLES IN MANIPUR OPERATION DESCRIBED 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Nov 80 p 4 
Text! Calcutta, Nov 19 


The army authorities are believed to have made a representation to the Government 
to change the uniform of the semi-military force ‘Manipur Rifles' from the present 
olive green to khaki. The uniform, being similar to that of the army, is reported 
to have created a lot of confusion, particularly in view of the fact that ‘Manipur 
Rifles’ is a ‘suspect force’, according to knowledgeable circles. 


There are reasons to believe that some of the arms and ammunition procured by the 
PLA rebels in Manipur had been the ‘gifts by Manipur Rifles’. 


Not only that, the army, now operating under 4 major general in the newly- 
upgraded sector headquarters of Manipur, finds it extremely difficuit to even 
get authentic information about the rebels and their hideouts and activities. 
According to knowledgeable circles, the Manipuri police and the administration 
are suspected to be deeply involved in the insurgency game. 


[tc has been the experience of the army authorities that the rebels captured by 
them during operations had made good their escape immediately after they had been 
handed over to the civil authorities. Similar has been the experience with arms 
seized from the rebels. 


Manipur is now a disturbed area and the army has been put in charge there. So 
far the army authorities have performed four combing operations in Manipur. The 
results have been: liquidation of four out of a total of seven hideouts of the 
rebe's, capture of 90 rebels, plus surrender of 80 more rebels, and seizure of 
juanticies of arms and ammunition. 


The insurgency in Manipur is essentially urban insurgency according to knowledge- 
able circles. Therefore, most of the combing operations so far have been per- 
formed im Imphal town. Hence the requirements of jawans and officere in the cown 
ire more. 


So far the people of Manipur have all along cooperated with the army, and there 
has not been any complaint of misbehaviour by any armyman. The army has been 
active in Manipur from September. 


cso: 6220 
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CIVIL, MILITARY AIRPORTS IMPROVE SAFETY 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Nov 80 p 7 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov 12 (UNI) The government has decided to immediately im 
prove navigational aids at civil and defence aerodromes and airports to improve 
safety standards and help economise on fuel. 


According to a civil aviation ministry spokesman, better navigation of aircraft 
would lead to quicker landings and take-offs, thereby substantially saving precious 
aviation turbine fuel. ‘>e defence ministry sources said the air force had already 
initiated similar measures. 


The spokesman recalled that even the International Air Transport Association (IATA) 
had urged the airport authorities the world over to improve navigational aids to 
help improve safety standards and save fuel. 


For the civil airports, the government has at the moment allocated Rs. 21 crores 
for these aid. The figure for defence airports was not available. 


The spokesman said the directorate-general of Civil Aviation (DGCA) had taken its 
Avro HS-748 back from the Indian Airlines, to which it had been leased, so that 
calibration equipment could be fitted onto it. It has already ordered this equipment 
for the Avro it ts already using for limited calibration work. 


Periodical calibration of ground navigational equipment by airborne aids is essen- 
tial anc oolligatory under international regulations. 

1 ‘ew calibrating equipment, costing Rs one crore, would be fitted on the two 
aircraft by May and September respectively, the spokesmen said. 


He sald chat two more aircraft would be acquired for calibration work in 1981-82 at 
a cost of Rs. etx crores. The two aircraft cost Rs. 3.15 crores. These aircraft 
would be ueed for calibration at civil as well as defence aerodromes. 


ere are &%) civil airports in the country and a number of defence airfields. 
Theé navigational aids used at them include instrument landing system (ILS), very 


high ‘requen® ommi-range(VOR), distance measuring equipment (DME) and radars. The 
type of equipment used at a particular airport is chosen in relation to its importance. 


DGUA , already carried out calibration work in Burma, Nepal, Kampuchea and 
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EEC SAYS TRADE WITH PRC WON'T AFFECT INDIA 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 80 p 3 


{Text} The European Economic Community's trade with China would not be at the 
cost of the existing trade with India, reports UNI. 


Mr Luigi Boselli, head of the Indian desk of the EEC (Directorate General External 
relations), told newsmen yesterday that though the EEC had concluded an agreement 
with China a year and a half ago, it would not mean any reduction in Indian quota. 


The EEC also has a textile agreement with China. The main exporting countries of 
textiles to the EEC countries were Hong Kong and Korea. China exported 20,000 
tonnes of textiles while India exported 80,000 tonnes. 


Mr Boselli said that India had not fully utilised the quotas provided for in the 
long term commercial cooperation agreement. He said that the future trade 
depended on the general economic situation and of consumption. 


Mr Boselli said that India should not concentrate too much on textiles. On the 
other hand, it should identify the sectors here there was room for improving the 
trade. [fas published] 


He pointed out that in case of shrimp trade had increased 16 times during 1973 to 
1979. Similarly, in diamonds the growth iate was six times. The engineering 
goods were also doing well. 


Mr Boselli was speaking to the newsmen at a get-to-gether organised at the end of 
three-day seminar on EEC and India held under the auspices of the West European 
Studies Division of Jawaharlal Nehru University and the Directorate General of 
Information of the Commission of the EEC. 


The visiting delegates of the EEC felt that there signs of substantial improve- 
ment in investment climate in India. [as published] ONe of the functionaries of 
EEC in Geneva said that the trade union movement in Europe was convinced more than 
any one else that the future of the European workers depended on the growth of the 
developing countries. 


Earlier, the External Affairs Minister P V Narasimha Rao in his valedictory address 
stressed the need for glogal approach to the problems. He said he always con- 
sidered that interaction between academic circles and policy makers was essential. 
The semirar was the right step in the right direction. 


CSO 6220 
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PLANS TO MODERNIZE AUTO INDUSTRY ANNOUNCED 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6 Nov 80 p 1 


[Text] New Delhi, Nov 5 --The centre proposes to convert Maruti, acquired through 
an ordinance on October 13, into a public sector company to undertake the manu- 
facture of passenger cars, commercial vehicles and other items on its premises at 
Gurgaon in Haryana. The new company will be incorporated soon. 


This was officially announced here today in a press release which said the govern- 
ment nationalized Maruti to utilize its infrastructure. The other objectives were 
to modernize the automobile industry, to have economical use of scarce fuel and 
increase production of motor vehicles. 


Yet anothe: reason for the takeover of Maruti, according to the official announce- 
ment, was ‘hac the performance of the passenger car industry--Premier Automobile 
and Hindustan Metors--had not been "very encouraging”. 


Apart from low production of passenger cars in the two private sector units--in 
1979-80 Hindustan Motors manufactured 7,500 cars and Premier Automobiles 15,500-- 
the private sector car industry did not have the benefit of the latest technological 
advances. Jecondly, the production in the earlier three years was almost at the 


Same ievel. 

The of ficial announcement said Maruti was licensed to manufacture passenger cars, 
“Because o: certain unanticipated difficulties it did not achieve a high level of 
productio: Thus, the government release indirectly said Maruti did start manu- 


facture of passenger cars on a commercial scale but did not achieve "a high level 
of production". 


in reality. Maruti had never started the manufacture of passenger cars and it did 
not go »eyoud producing two cars, fitted with foreign engines. 


Addition and expansion of tune facilities would be undertaken at Maruti. It was 
announced that the manufac. ure of cars would be «ndertaken based on atest tech- 
tology, Ligoer fuel efficiency and mass production technique. The guvernment would 

ynsider preopose!s for colloboration and examine requests, if any, for financial 
participation 


— 


mv ornment deciaed to set up a committee headed by the secretary, heavy industry, 


to t ve sod examine offers of collaboration and to recommend to the government 
t product mix. 
said that a view had been expressed in certain newspapers that the gov- 
— aen over a “bankrupt moony." It was not true. As had been observed 
ter at her press cont — on 21 October, while it was proposed 
«hs as mpensatior to imants, the assets of the company did 


release adced. 
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SIX-PARTY ALLIANCE STRESSES ECONOMIC ISSUES 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 5 


[Text] The joint activity of the six parties--the CPI, CP-M, RSP, Forward Bloc, 
Lok Dal and Cong-U--enters a new phase with the decision of their Coordination 
Committee to hold conventions and other mass actions in defence of civil liberties 
and the Constitution, reports IPA. 


According to available indications, while this phase may mark fresh spurt in joint 
actions on their part, it may also create a few problems for them. It is to be 
noted that the Coordination Committee, which met in New Delhi on 9 November, chose 
not to mention about the communal situation and highlighted the need for "mass 
actions on economic issues". 


The Coordination Committee also underlined the need to mobilise public opinion 
against the National Security Ordinance, the attempts to change the system and 
subvert the Constitution and government decrees and ordinances. 


The absence of any mention of danger from communal forces appears to indicate that 
the six parties do not attach that much importance to this issue now, which was so 
much in evidence when their national convention was held in the Capital on 2/7 and 
28 September. 


The implication seems to be that they would henceforth lay stress on economic issues 
and those pertaining to civil liberties. It is assumed that when Parliament members 
belonging to these six parties present a memorandum to the Prime Minister at the 
beginning of the ensuing Parliament session, they would dwell only on issues which 
according to the Coordination Committee are the “main popular demands”. 


RSS Role 


Ar the September national convention, the six parties had focussed attention on 

three major issues: rising prices, national unity and national integration and civil 
liberties. In the context of national integration, the six parties had taken special 
note of the activities of communal forces and had even warned against the role of 

RSS and Jamat-e-Islami. It would appear that the meeting of the Coordination 
Committee on 9 November decided to play down, if not ignore, this issue now. 


It may be mentioned that the six parties had decided to exclude the BJP from their 
proposed joint action plan, which made the Janata Party to keep itself away from 





the six parties’ joint move. On this issue some differences had cropped up even 
among the six parties. This was evident in Andhra Pradesh where the CPI took ex- 
ception to the inclusion of the BJP in the joint struggle against price rise. The 
Coordination Committee in that State has not been able to function since then. 


In the new phase the complexity is Likely to grow in view of the added emphasis on 
economic issue and issues of civil liberty, which may tend to give the six parties 
movement the shape of an anti-Cong-I platform, as was suggested recently by the 
CP-M's West Bengal leader, Mr Promod Dasgupta. 


CSO: 4220 
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FOREIGN TRADE GAP MAY BE LARGER THAN EXPECTED 
Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Nov 80 p 6 


fext|] The earlier estimate of a trade gap of Rs. 2,900 crores in 1980-81 on 
che basis of exports of Rs. 7,100 crores and imports of Rs. 10,000 crores has been 
drastically revised and it is now apprehended that the gap may be even Rs. 4,000 
crores. This deterioration on trade account will take place even with the achieve- 
ment of the target for exports. 


The financing of a deficit of this magnitude would have been impossible in earlier 
years and the International Monetary Fund and other institutions would have sug- 
gested to the Government of India a drastic devaluation of the rupee but for the 
availability of sizable foreign exchange reserves and the peculiar problems 
arising out of a sharp increase in the cost ot oil imports. 


Jump in imports 


The Union Finance Minister, Mr. R. Venkataraman, has observed that imports may be 

igher at Rs. 11,000 crores while serious efforts will have to be made for achiev- 
ing even the modest target of Rs. 7,100 crores for exports. As the expectations 
of an uptrend in industrial production have not materialised, it has deen neces- 
sary to import large quan-:ities of steel, cement and non-ferrous metals. The 
expenditure on edible oil purchases also continues to be heavy because the yield 
of oilseeds in 1980-81 may not increase noticeably as compared to 1979-80. 


What is more, the Iraq-Iran conflict has necessitated purchases of crude and petro- 
leum products in the spot market on a prohibitive basis. As the blockade of oil 
from Assam too continues, the outlay on imports of crude and petroleum products 

mav be around Rs. 5,500 crores, an increase of R:. 500 crores over the previous 

es. wate. 


No details are available about the trend of exports and imports so far in the cur- 
rent financial year as there has been considerable delay in the compil»' ion cf for- 
eig. trade data. A proper assessment of the contribution of the industrial and 
izgricultural sectors in promoting exports cannot be attempted in the absenc. «it 
vital information. 


There are, however, indications that exports of engineering goods, marine products, 
hides and skins and plantation products have been affected by a reduced demand in 
overseas markets and a decline in unit values. The shortfalls in these directions 





- have to be overcome with a higher value for shipments of gunnies, textiles, iron- 
ore and chemicals. 


It will, therefore, be a great achievement if foreign extWange earnings from 
exports can be increased by 18 per cent as compared to 1979-80. 


It has not also been possible to eliminate imports of steel, cement, non-ferrous 
metals and other items because of a decline in industrial production and it is dif- 
ficult to visualise how imports of cement can be suspended after the existing con- 
tracts have been completed without a significant pick-up in indigenous production. 
This holds true also of steel and aluminium. 


An improvement in industrial output in the coming months may at best prevent a 
further increase in imports of items normally available from indigenous sources 
though it is improbable that there will be any significant contraction in the 
monthly deficit for some time. 


Dip in Foreign Balances 


The fears of a big deficit have been confirmed by the net drop of Rs. 972 crores 
in foreign balances held by the Reserve Bank between March 28 and November 7 
against an increase of Rs. 383 crores in the corresponding period in 1979-80. 

The reversal of the trend in foreign balances by Rs. 1,355 crores clearly sug- 
gests that che country’s toreign trade is not being managed properly and available 
foreign exchange reserves are being needlessly drawn down. 


A met increase of Rs. 127 crores was recorded in 1979-80 in spite of a trade 
deficit of Rs. 2,232 crores. If the recent trends are any guide, it is likely 
that there will be a net decline of Rs. 1,600-1,800 crores in foreign balances in 


the aggregate by March i981. 


The balance of payments position will thus disclose a deficit for the first time 
simce 19°54. Because of the sizable inflow of remittances from non-resident 
imdians an other invisible receipts, foreign balances rose by Rs. 4,352 crores 
in 1974-80 even after eliminating a cumulative trade gap of Rs. 6,281 crores. It 
is acteworthy that the improvement in fore.gn exchange reserves has taken place 
ift “fecting repayments to the IMF and adding to the holdings of gold. 

e perioa of affluence is being left behind and it is necessary to remember that 
-oreien balances would have droppec to Rs. 3,810 crores but for assistance from 
“he IM™ in the middle of August. fhe Rs. 4,000-crore mark would have been pierced 
by Merc mext year but for this assistance. 

If ¢ ‘rade gap cannot be halved, foreign balances may decline to uncomfortable 
levels by March 1982 especially as it will be difficult to borrow on easy terms 
from the LMF or other sources in the absence of new arrangements. It will not 
ils. be wise co increase the country's indebtedness for financing imports to 
yercome shortfall in indigenous production. 

















INDIA 


MINISTRY STEPS UP CLEARANCE OF POWER PROJECTS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Nov 80 p 5 


|Text}) New Delhi, November 19 --With a view to meeting the growing demand for 
power, the energy ministry and Central electricity authority have speeded up the 
clearance of new power projects. 


In the first nine months of this year (January-September) the Central electricity 
authorit: accorded techno-economic clearance for 57 schemes involving a total of 
investment of Re. 4,400 crores and having aggregate capacity of 5,910 Mw. 


Considerable improvement has been recorded in clearance of new schemes during this 
year compared to the previous two financial years. Last year, 46 schemes involving 
an outlay of Re. 2,719 crores and generating capacity of 4,313 Mw, were cleared by 
the CEA against 26 schemes with investment outlay of Re. 813 crores and capacity 

of 4,290 Mw. in the previous year. 


Additional Capacity 


The step-up in clearance of new projects is in line with the policy of the new 
government to increase power-generating capacity. The government has drawn a 
plan to add 70,000 Mw of capacity by 1985 and another 28,000 Mw. by 1990. Thus, 
the present capacity of 31,000 Mw will reach nearly 80,000 Mw towards the end of 
the decade. 


Of the 57 schemes cleared this year, 14 are hydro-electric schemes with a capacity 
of 3,078 Mw and an investment outlay of Rs. 1,600 crores and ten thermal schemes 
with a capacity of 3,078 Mw. and an investment outlay of Rs. 1,300 crores. Thirty- 
three schemes pertain to transmission and distribution projects involving construc- 
tion of transmission lines of various voltages up to 400 KV and associated sub- 
stations at an estimated cost of Rs. 1,500 crores. 
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OLL MINISTER TELLS HOUSE STATUS OF SUPPLIES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Nov 80 p 7 
[Excerpt] New Delhi, November 18 (PTI and UNI). 


There is “no cause for alarm” about crude of] supplies on account of the Iran- 
Iraq war and India is in touch with other friendly couwutries and hopes to make up 
the shortfall, the Lok “abha was assured today. 


Mr. P. C. Sethi, petroleum minister, said the government had asked the Soviet 
Union for an additional one million to 1.5 million tonnes of ofl. In reply to 
questions, he added if China offered to supply crude, India would certainly send 
a team for negotiations. 


He was confident of meeting whatever shortfall might be there even during 1981 and 
made it clear the government had no intention of introducing rationing since “that 
would create more problems." 


Spot Purchases 


Replying to Mr. B. V. Desai, Mr. Sethi said the dislocation in the crude imports 
due to the Gulf war was being overcome by arranging supplies from eleewhere and 
through spot purchases (at a higher $36 per barrel). 


Supplies of imported crude to refineries would be maintained, he assured the house. 


Mr. Desai suggested that the government could have averted a “catastrophe” were it 
alive to the seriousness of the Iran-Iraq hostilities before war broke out and had 
not put “all eggs into the two baske*s." 


The minister told him that India had sent delegations to Mexico, Venezuela, Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait. He himself had gone to Libya with a letter from the Prime 
Minister. India was negotiating with friendly countries for supplies at the OPEC 
prices. 


Mr. Sethi denied a suggestion by Mr. Tridib Chaudhury that the petroleum ministry 
had “leaked™ a report that the Soviet Union had promised to make good the entire 
shortfall being faced by India on account of the war in West Asia. 


The Soviets, he said, had agreed on supplies to the extent of only about 1.5 mil- 
lion tonnes, and now India had moved the USSR for an additional one million tonnes 
of crude. 








Replying to a spate of supplementaries, the minister mentioned about the recent 
accord for 1.5 million tonnes of Mexican crude, negotiations at Kuwait in the last 
two days and the current visite of the finance sinister to Saudi Arabia and the 
United Arab Emirates. 


"We have been in couch with friendly countries, and I don't think it is diffi- 
cult to make good the shortfall," he assured sembers. 


Dr. Subramaniam Swamy wondered why India did not approach China for crude. "Are 
you afraid of the Soviet Union,” he asked. 


"We are not afraid of anyone, including China," Mr. Sethi retorted. He said the 
more relevant question was whether China was prepared to supply crude and secondly 
whether the Chinese crude would suit Indian requirements since it was more like 
the Indonesian crude. 


If China made ite offer, India would certainly send a team over there just as it 
had been sending delegaticns eleewhere at the invitation of the respective govern 
ment companies, he added. 


Bombay High Potential 


About domestic production, the minister said the Bombay High had a potential to 
produce 6.5 million tonnes this year and the Gujarat oil fields 4.5 million tonnes. 


The output from Bombay High was being stepped up to 13.5 million tonnes by 1984-85. 
Other efforts were underway to boost the onshore output to about eight million 

to nine million tonnes. Foreign companies would be able to start oil exploration 
work by September-October, 1981. 


He told Mr. Chandrajit Yadav that state governments hed been advised to stream] ine 
the distribution system to check against misuse. 


New LPS connections: New liquefied petroleum gas (LPG) connections were likely to 
be given from the first quarter of 1981 with the additional LPG availability from 
the Bombay High, Mr. Sethi told the house. 


He said the annual availability of LPG was expected to increase from the present 
400,000 tonnes to 900,000 tonnes by 1982 with the commissioning of new facilities 
for the production of LPC from the Mathura and Koyali refinetries and from the 
Bombay High Associated Gas. [as published] 


He said to start with 1.2 million new domestic connections were expected to be 
given by March 1982. Another 800,000 new connections would be given every year up 
to 1984. 


Mr. Sethi said thac in all more than 32,80,000 customers were in the waiting list 
for gas connections in the country. 


Fertiliser loss: As much as Rs. 300 crores is to be the loss in fertiliser 
production in 1980-81. 


The loss in terms of nitrogen was estimated by Mr. Sethi at 700,000 tonnes. 


Power cuts, disruption and stoppage of feedstock supplies after the Assam agitation 
and labour problems were responsible for the loss, he said. 
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SETHI: NO PLAN TO ENFORCE OIL CONSERVATION 


Madras THE HINDU in English 18 Nov 80 p 10 
{[Tex') New Delhi, Nov 17 


Thee is no proposal under Government consideration to mobilise conservation of 
diesel, petrol or other such fuels through legislation, Mr. P. C. Sethi, Minie- 
ter for Petroleum, Chemicals and Fertilizers, told the Rajya Sabha today. 


Answering questions, Mr. Sethi said as a result of various seasures taken to con- 
serve these fuels, several power plants and nearly 250 industrial unite had already 
switched over from furnace oil to coal. 


Replying to a supplementary by Mr. N. P. Nanda, the Minister said there was no 
shortage of aviation turbine fuel and the Government was in a position to meet the 
requirements. 


Mr. Nanda wae critical of the recent decision of the Government to start chird- 
level airlines from January next and wanted to know why the Government had taken 
such a decision in the face of serious fuel shortage and particularly when it did 
not fall in the high priority sector. 


Mr. Sethi told Mr. K. C. Pant that there was an urgent need for conservation and 
effecting economy in the consumption of petroleum products and assured the House 
that the Government was in constant touch with departments concerned for the pur- 


pose. 
Conservation Measures 


Mr. Sethi lieted the following steps taken to bring about economy and efficiency 
in the use of petrol and petroleum products in the country. 


1. Introduction of an improved version of kerosene wick stove possessing « thermal 
efficiency of 60 per cent as compared to the 45 per cent efficiency of other kero- 
sene wick stoves usually sold in the sarket-- 


2. Advising Central Government Ministries/Departments, State Governments and pub- 


lic sector undertakings to effect savings in the consump"ion of motor spirit 
(petrol) in their staff cars-- 











3}, Assessing the feasibility of useing a mixture of petrol and alcohol as fuel for 
motor vehicles, 


4. Giving advice to State Governments to statutorily impose speed limite for 
passenger transport vehicles within cities and towne, and on local traneport 
vehicles as well as to control goode and passenger vehicles with high emoke 
exhausts to achieve efficiency in diesel consumption. 


5. Initiating studies in the State Road Transport undertakings, having a4 large 
fleet of vehicles, for greater efficiency in the utilisation of high speed diesel 
oil in the transport sector-- 


6. Substitution of furnace of] by coal, wherever it ie technologically feasible-- 


7. Providing advisory service to the industries for the adoption of measures 
aimed at iuprovement of efficiency in the use of furnace oil. 


8. The Petroleum Conservation and Research Association has been asked to intensify 
ite activities and publicity for conservation measures. 


Import Requirements Will Be Less Next Year 


Mr. Sethi said crude oil import requirements for the next financial year and the 
subsequent two years would be marginally less than those in the current financial 
year, according to the latest estimates made by the Petroleum Ministry. 


“Our total imported crude requirements for 1981-82 is estimated at 15.3 million 
tonnes, a8 againet the current financial year's import requirements of 16.4 
million tonnes", Mr. Sethi said. 


However, the requirement for 1984-85 was estimated at 21.7 million tonnes. 

Crude oil production from the Bombay High was proposed to be stepped up from seven 
million tonnes a year to 1.2 million tonnes a year under the fourth phase of the 
development programme likely to be completed by 1982, he added. 

The Government had also approved of the development of the R-12 ofl structure of 
the West Coast opposite Ratnagiri at a cost of Re. 36.28 crores. The project was 
likely to be completed by 1982. 


Mr. Sethi said some cargoes of furnace oil from Bangladesh and Pakistan had been 
accepted.--PTI and UNI. 
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PUBLIC SECTOR ENTERPRISES REPORT 1980 LOSS 


Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Nov 80 p 9 


{Text} New Delhi, Nov 3 Final estimates are that public sector enterprises made 
an overall loses of Re 149 crores (after tax) in 1979-80 compared to the loss of Rs 
32 crores in the previous year despite improvement in the operational systems of 
Coal India and its subsidiaries. 


However, the volume of sales increased steadily and reached a total of Rs 21,836 
crores in 1979-80. This represents an increase of 15.62% over the previous year at 
current prices and is considered impressive in view of the 3% fall national income 
during the year. 


Indications for the first quarter of 1980-81 are that sales have continued to in- 
crease and on 4 prorate basis, that they show a rise of 8.62 over the previous year. 
A marked improvement has been shown by the Shipping Corporation during the quarter 
since it has made a net profit of Re 4 crores compared to a loss of Rs 4 crore dur- 
ing the previous year. 


The latest assessment is that the good gonsoon has led to increased production in 
most public sector units this year. However, the steel and fertiliser sectors are 
not doing well as a whole although some units have performed creditably. 


There has been a “considerable improvement", says an official study, in the perform 
ance of coal enterprises as well as engineering enterprises in the eastern sector. 
Except for those in Assam or based on crude from that State, refineries have also 


registered further igprovement. 


In 1979-80 the total capital employed (fixed assets less depreciation plus working 
capital) increased to Rs 17,670 crores, a rise of 25% over the Rs 14,173 crores at 
the end of 1976-79. 


But the ratio of sales to capital employed went down from 1342 in 1978-79 to 124% 
in 1979-80, thereby suggesting poorer utilization of capital. 


Sectorwise, the petroleum group continued to make largest profits. However, its 
profits fell to Rs 158.3 crores compared to Re 173.3 crores in the previous year. 
The profits of the Food Corporation, the State Trading Corporation, and the Minerals 
and Metal Corporation--or the trading--collectively increased to Rs 41 crores from 
Re 31.6 crores in 1978-79. 








Losses of the coal sector in 1979-80 were Re 134.8 crores somewhat less than the 
Re 212.1 crores in the previous year. But the losses of the fertilizer group soared 
to Re 121.4 crores compared to a emall Re 16.5 crores in 1978-79. The steel group 


made « loss of Re 14.6 crores compared to # profit of Re 38.7 crores in the previous 
year. 


The increase in the volume of sales during 1979-80 over the previous year is mainly 
due to enterprises in the petroleum trading and steel sector. 


The decline in overall profitability despite higher sales turnover seems to have 
been caused by the increase in the cost of production, largely attributable to 
higher costs of inputs caused in inflationary pressures. The shortfall in produc- 
tion is another major factor for increased losses. 
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SMALL ENTERPRISES PARLEY ENDS IN DELHI 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 16 Nov 80 p 9 
[Text] New Delhi, November 15 


The tirst World Assembly of Small and Medium Enterprises (WASME), with 43 coun- 
tries participating, concluded a three-day session here today after adopting a 
declaration defining the challenges and the strategy for co-operation. 


The world assembly, organised by the National Alliance of Young Entrepreneurs 
(NAYE) also decided to convert itself into a permanent organisation with its 
headquarters in New Delhi. The thrust of its future programme would be to promote 
small and medium enterprises in the Asian-African region. It will have regional 
development institutes as also regional offices in Kenya, Malaysia and Papua New 
Guinea. 


Representatives of unspecialised agencies like the UNIDO, UNCTAD and the World 
Bank also took part in the deliberations during which participants scknowledged 
India's pioneering efforts to build small and medium enterprises. 


Successful Start 


Several developed countries were also represented. According to the secretary- 
general of the NAYE, Mr. Chakradari Agarwal, the conference made a successful 
beginning in “building a North-South bridge of co-operation." 


The declaration stated that in the “environment of 1980s the main safety anchor 
for the small firm would be in the rediscovery of its positive role in growth 
strategies." It noted that small enterprises both in the developed and the 
developing countries had common interests and problems, though the challenges in 
the developing countries were far more complex. 


It identified among the challenges the formulation of conceptual frames and 
management strategies for cultivating entrepreneurship and self-employment. 


It advocated constant and continued dialogue among entrepreneurs of the developed 
and the developing nations on technical co-operation, transfer of appropriate 
technology, sub-contracting, financing and training. 


Within the countries, the large sector should be responsible for securing transfer 
of technology. The declaration advocated an integrated concept of transfer 
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technologies which would include the tranafer of production technologies, management 
systems, pre-planning systems for establishing new units and training of personnel 
for various roles and above all linkage with markets. 


At the international level, the declaration stated, a crucial challenge lay in 
devising strategies for a change in the multinationals’ role and functions for 
cultivating technological self-reliance in the developing countries by including 
such commitments in agreements and assessable arrangements for their implementation. 


The other suggestions contained in the declaration included: 

The WASME fraternity in the development countries might sponsor either through 
financial institutions from their own governments or through OECD and UN agencies 
to establish information link-up among small scale entrepreneurs. 

WASME should evolve a code of practice for fair exchange and fair competition among 


small entrepreneurs of the developed and the developing countries for promoting 
shared prosperity and self-reliance among developing countries. 
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INDIA 


EDITORIAL URGES AID TO INFLATION SUFFERERS 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Nov 80 p 8 


[Editorial } 
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INDIA 


DELHI SUGGESTS PLAN TO END COMMUNAL TROUBLES 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 21 Nov 80 p 22 


[Text] New Delhi, November 29 (UNI) --The central government has communicated a 
six-point plan to the state goveruments and Union territories to prevent communal 
disturbances and to promote communal harmony. 


The Union minister of state for home affairs, Mr. ‘ogendra Matwana, said in the 
Rajya Sabha today that the government had suggestec to the states to conduct a 
quick administrative inquiry whenever serious communal riots occurred. 


This inquiry coild be conducted even if a judicial inquiry had already been 
ordered by the state government. 


Mr. Makwane said such an inquiry could cover areas which were not covered by the 
terms of reference of the judicial inquiry. 


Mr. Makwana said the Centre had suggested provision of adequate representation 
to the minority communities and scheduled castes and scheduled tribes in the police 
force. 


He said the states had been asked to consider imposing reasonable restrictions on 
communal! organisations. The state governments should not hesitate to take the 
strongest possible action in cases of communal violence, he caid. 


The establishment of state and district-level committees as well as tri-partite 


committees for large iudustrial undertakings employing a sizeable labour popula- 
tion of minority communities was another step. 


CSO: 4220 





100 

















DELHI CONTRIBUTION TU GUJARAT PLAN ANNOUNCED 


Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 20 Nov 80 p 13 


{Text} New Delhi, November 19: Gujarat will have an outlay of Rs. 3,660 crores 
for its sixth plan with ti « possibility of some step-up after Central assistance 
for externally-aidde projects is finally computed. [as published] 


The plan provides for Rs. 300 crores for the Naramada projec: out of Rs. |} ,000 
allocated for irrigation in the state. 


The planning commission sanctioned Rs. 3,660 crores for Gujarat's plan for 1980-85 
against its demand for Rs. 4,200 crores and is 55 per cent higher than what was 
conceived by the Janata government. 


The plan was finalised during discussions with the planning commission by the 
chief minister, Mr. Madhavsinh Solanki, and the state planning minister, Mr. 
Sanat Mehta yesterday. The outlay for the state's annual plan for 1980-81 is 
Rs. 631.5 crores. 


For the narmada irrigation project, an inter-state control authority has been 
constituted. The work is to be completed in 12 years. Power and irrigation sec- 
tors in the state plan have been assigned about 52 per cent of the proposed outlay 
in the sixth plan. Social services with about 15 per cent of the outlay and 
agriculture and allied services with about 13 per cent of outlay come immediately 
after. 


Programmes under transport and communications, education, health, sewerage and 
water supply have been allocated increased outlay. 


For strengthening the public distribution system, adequate provision has been made 
for the newly formed civil supplies corporation. A massive rural employment 
programme has been provided under the national rural employment scheme. 


Meanwhile, Meghalaya's sixth plan has been finalised at Rs. 235 crores. 
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INDIA 


HOMELESS ASSURED INCLUSION IN CENSUS COUNT 
New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Nov 80 p 4 


[Text] Precautions are being taken to ensure that the 19% census does not over- 
look people who do not have a roof over their head. Accor: | to a Government 
decision, the homeless people will be counted--from their pavement sleeping places, 
rain baseras and shelters--on the night of 23 February. 


The house to house census enumerations will commence on 9 February and will con- 
tinue till 28 February. Between 1 anc 5 March a revisior round will be held to 
gei the exact population count as on sun rise of 1 March, 198l--the reference 
point. 


According to an official press releese, Home Minister Zail Singh will inauguarate 
on Saturday the third conference of Directors of Census Operations in the Capital. 
The conference will discuss the organisation for the enumeration, the tabulation 
system and the setting up of tabulation offices, and finally the presentation and 
publication of the data. 


The main issues before the conference are the delineation of the enumeration 
blocks, the control registers, the appointment and training of enumerators and 
other staff. 


According to the decision, the provisional results of the 1981 census will be 
released in two stages. The basis of population fixtures will be available on 
17 March on an all-India basis with State-wise statistics available on 23 March. 
By May, the detailed provisional] results will become available. 


Soon after the census is over, about 130 regional tabulation offices will be 
responsible for the manual tabulation of the data. Computers will be used for 
further tabulation. 


The census will be followed immediately by two evaluation studies. The first is 
called the “post enumeration check" and the second the “census evaluation study". 
These surveys are designed to point out possible errors, and are part of an inter- 
nationally recognised system of evaluation of census data. 


An innovation of the 1981 census is the attempt to apply quality control tech- 
niques in tabulation. 
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According to plans, the census data will be tabulated to depict~-apart from 
general population and economic categories--the social, cultural and language 
details, migration and fertility tables, statistics on handicapped persons and 
apecial tables for Scheduled Castes and Scheduled Tribes. In addition, household 
tables will be made to show information on conetruction material of houses and 
availability of essential commodities in the families. 


These research volumes will be available both for the all-India level and for 
individuai States and Union Territories, The Goveraument proposes to bring out a 
census handbook for each district--including a town and village directory and 
general population statistics for the district. Detaile about all facets about 
each village, township and city in the district will be available in these hand- 
books, which will become a vital source book for all planning and extension 
services. 
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INDIA 


SUPREME COURT: PUBLIC FIRMS MAY BE SUED 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Now 80 p 7 
[Text] New Dehli, November 14 


Citizens can enforce fundamental rights under part III of the constitution against 
government companies. 


This was ruled by a division bench of the supreme court yesterday while deciding 
a writ petition filed by Mr. Som Prakash Rekhi for directions to Bharat Petroleum, 
a government company, in a dispute involving his retirement benefits. 


Holding that Bharat Petroleum was a limb of the government, an agency of the scate, 
a vicarious creature of statute working on the wheels of the acquisition act 

under which Burmah Shell was taken over, the court said that it was a state. 

"We do not mean that for the purposes of article 309 of the constitution or other- 
wise this government company is a state, but we limit our holding to article 12 and 
part IIL (fundamental rights)." 


Dealing with various authorities on the issue whether a writ could lie against the 
government companies for enforcement of fundamental rights, Mr. Justice V. R. 
Krishna Iyer and Mr. Justice 0. Chinnappa Reddy said that having regard to the 
directive in article 38 of the constitution and the amplitude of the other articles 
in part IV (directive principles), the government might appropriately embark upon 
almost any activity which in a non-socialist republic might fall within the private 
sector. 


Controlled by State 


“Any person's employment, entertainment, travel, rest and leisure, hospital facility 
and funeral service may be controlled by the estate. And if all these enterprises 
ate executed through government companies, bureaux, societies, councils, institutes 
and homes, the citizen may forfeit his fundamental freedome vis-a-vis these strange 
beinge which are government in fact but corporate in form,” the court said. 


If only fundamental rights were forebidden access to corporations, companies, 
bureaux, institutes, councils and bodies which acted as agencies of the administra- 
tion, there might be a breakdown of the rule of law and the constitutional order 

in a large sector of governmental activity carried on uncer the guise of “jural" 
persons. {ae published) It might pave the way for a new tyranny by arbitrary 
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administrators, operated from behind by the government but unaccountable to part 
Ill. 


“We cannot assent to an interpretation which leads to such a disastrous conclusion 
unless the language of article 12 offers no alternative," Mr. Justice Lyer and 

Mr. Justice Reddy ruled after considering various tests laid down by the court in 
earlier conflicting decisions. 


"It is dangerous to exonerate corporations from the need to have constitutional 

conscience: And so, that interpretation, language permitting, which makes govern- 
mental agencies, whatever they mean, amenable to conetitutional limitations, gust 
be adopted by the court against the alternative of permitting them to flourish as 


imperium in imperio”. 
No Conflict 


The court held that Bharat Petroleum was a government company and, therefore, a 
state and a writ under section 32 of the constitution could be issued against it. 
"There is no inherent conflict between part III (fundamental rights) and part IV 
(directive principles of the state policy), the court said. 


"We are at pains to emphasise this perspective because the substance of part III, 
save where the constitution says so, shail not be sacrificed at the altar of part 
IV by the strategem of incorporation,” the court said and proceeded to examine 
the grievance of the petitioner. 


Mr. Justice R. S. Pathak was the third member of the bench which heard the case. 
In his separate judgement, he concurred with Mr. Justice Lyer and Mr. Justice 
Reddy. 


However, he said: “I must confess to some he itation in accepting the proposition 
that Bharat Petroleum is a stete within the meaning of article 12. But in view 

of the direction taken by the law in this court since Ramana Dayaram Shetty vs. 
the International Airport Authority, I find I gust lean in favour of that conclu- 
sion.” 


Mr Justice Pathak said he would have welcomed a wider range of debate on the funda- 
mental principles involved in the issue and on the implications flowing from the 
detinition of a “government company" in the companies act, 1956, but perhaps a 
future case might provide that. 


"As regards the Burmah Shell (acquisition of undertakings in India) act, 1976, 

1 am unable to see any support for the proposition in the provisions of the act. 
The provisions will apply to any government company and they do not alter the 
basic nature of that company. 


"They are provisions which could well have been applied to a private corporation 


if the act had selected one for vesting the undertaking in it. Would that have 
made the private corporation a ‘state'?" 
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INDIA 





COURT UPHOLDS VALIDITY OF LOK SABHA EXTENSION 





New Delhi PATRIOT in English 15 Nov 80 ppl, 9 


{Text } 


— 


Beth ie ——— ——— 
insufficient for recording a decision on either of these matters because the evi- 
dence placed before it of the second emergency being malafide is ‘neither clear 


nor cogent’ 


of Ll 





On the questions whether the issuance of a proclamation of emergency raises a 
justiciable issue the court said it was not disposed to decide it. 


Assuming the court was to decide the justification of the emergency it was not 
possible in the present State of records to answer its way or the other and lastly, 
whether chere was justification for continuing the State of emergency after the 
cessation of hostilities with Pakistan is a matter on which we find overselves 
ill-equipped to pronounce’, the court said. [as published] 


With these findings the court dismissed with costs all the writ petitions and 
review petitions elating to the valididty of the Maharashtra Agricultural Land 
Cei tng Acts *.¢ vacated the stay orders granted in these matters. 
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COURT UPHOLDS PROMOTION QUOTAS FOR KARIJANS 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 15 Nov 80 p 13 


(Text) New Delhi, November 14: The supreme court today upheld the constitutional 
validity of the reservations in promotions to several posts under the railway 
board for members of the scheduled castes and scheduled tribes. 


Mr. Justice V. R. Krishna lyer, Mr. Justice R. &. Pathak and Mr. Justice 0. 
Chinnappa Reddy delivered separate but concurring judgments and dismissed the writ 
petition challenging the reservations. 


The petition was filed by the Akhil Bharatiya Soshit Karmachari Sangh. It was 
contended that the reservations violated article 14 (equality before law) and 16 
(equality in job) opportunity of the constitution. 


The sangh, which consisted of employees other than the scheduled castes and the 
scheduled tribes, had no objections to the reservations in the matter of recruit- 
ment. 


Its grievance was that in the matter of promotions there should be no reserva- 
tions and all should be treated as equals. 


The reservations in promotions, it contended, had led to an anonmalous situation 
as new recruits often gained seniority and got higher posts while those with 
several years of service remained stagnant. 


Therefore, 10 circulars through which the reservations were brought about vere 
challenged. 
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INDIA 


SIKKIM TIBETOLOGY INSTITUTE STAGNATING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Nov 80 p 9 


[Text] Gangtok, Nov. 3.--The Sikkim Institute of Tibetology, opened by Nehru in 
1958 for doing research and development work on Buddhist religion and culture, has 
reached a point of stagnation for both financial and political reasons. Important 
publications have stopped abruptly. Preservation and cataloguing of manuscripts 
are slow and half-hearted. 


Hardly any genuine research work has been done so far and its members are more 
interested in State politics than in the Institute. 


The Institute has had no permanent director for a number of years. There are 
instances of directors having left under political pressure. Though the Institute 
has the largest collection of Tibetan manuscripts--30,000 wooden block reproduc- 
tions or xylographs--a meagre 14 staff members, including security men, have been 
assigned to maintain it. 


Many rare manuscripts of the words (‘Kanjur') of Buddha and its commentaries ('Tanjur') 
are preserved in the Institute. Tibetan versions of the works of Nagarjuna, Arya- 
deva and Dignaga--whose original Sanskrit writings are lost--have been preserved in 
the Institute's library. 


Chemical examination of the manuscripts, essential for their preservation, has sel- 


dom been made. 

No chiffon lamination has been given to the psalm leaf manuscripts. Manuscripts 
on Tibetan leather paper have also not got the attention they deserve nee the 
Himalayan climate is favourable for preservation, hardly any initiat . been 


taken toward modernization. 


One of the objects of the Institute, specified in the Royal Charter of 1958, is to 
study in detail the historical development of "Chhos" (Doctrine of Buddha) and the 
culture associated with it. The Charter defines "Tibetology" as the study of Chhos 
and mentions specifically that Tibetology has only linguistic and cultural connota- 
tion and is not limited to regional boundaries. But ethnic hostility prevails 
among scholars in the Institute. Tibetan scholars, who consider themselves more 
advanced, are unwilling to be guided by the Sikkimese. Many suggest that the naue 
of the Institute should be changed to the Centre for Himalayan Studies. 
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Scholars, till now, were busy with card-indexing of manuscripts. Numbering of books 
and writing the Tibetan title in Roman transcripts have been completed. But neither 
translations of the titles nor brief descriptive accounts about the content and the 
source of the books is provided in English or any other language. Some of the 
scholars are averse to the case of a western language like English which, they say 
is totally inadequate for translating Tibetan. 


The Institute's microfilming apparatus is now gathering dust. About one-third of 
the work was done when it was found that many of the prints had been smuggled out 
to foreign countries. It is said that for security purposes--Sikkim being a stra- 
tegic State--micro-filming had to be stopped. 


Another object and function of the Institute, mentioned in the Charter was to print 
and publish works in the Tibetan language and bring out regular bulletins about 
its activities. Only five of the originally planned 61 volumes of the Tibetan 
Guru Rimpoche have been brought out. Publications on the life and teachings of 
Atisha Dipankara, the Bengali sage who went over to Tibet in the llth century, have 
been left incomplete. Courses on Sanskrit, English and Tibetan have been withdrawn. 


Further collection of Tibetan books and manuscripts has stopped as few can enter 
Tibet today. Scholars feel there are still many unknown Sanskrit works in the 
original and in translations, stored in the Tibetan monasteries. The Institute 
cannot keep in touch with the latest works published in Tibet. 


The Institute has an executive body but it seldom meets. Every year the Union 
Government and the State Government of Sikkim pay Rs 1 lakh each for its maintenance. 
There is a feeling in the Institute that the Government is not much interested in 
encouraging its development though it has the largest collection of Tibetan manu- 
scripts. Recently, the Union Government sanctioned Rs 13 lakhs for expansion of the 
Institute of Tibetology in Sarnath. Scholars feel that equal attention should be 
paid to all three institutes of Tibetology--at Sikkim, Dharamsala and Sarnath--and 
that the Government should try to encourage collaboration of all three for future 
research projects. They feel that the study of Indian Sanskrit literature would 
remain incomplete without a concerted effort to explore the Tibetan manuscripts. 
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INDIA 


MARXIST SAYS CENTER UNHAPPY OVER FOOD PROGRAM 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 6 Nov 80 p 7 


[Text] The CPI(M) leader, Mr Promode Dasgupta, told reportexs in Calcutta on 
Wednesday that the Centre was creating difficulties about the food-for-work programme 
in West Bengal because it was unhappy over the influence gained among the rural poor 
by the Left Front through the successful implementation of the scheme. 


He said ever since the programme started, the poor had felt confident about being 
able to get employment during the lean season. This had led to a fall in the in- 
flux of hungry nd unemployed farm labourers to big towns. 


The CPI(M) leader said that the Union Minister of State for Agriculture Mr Baleswar 
Ram had made “baseless allegations’ about West Bengal not accounting for the food- 
grain allotments Mr Dasgupta said West Bengal had accounted for 90% of the allot- 
ments. The rule was thet the next allotment was made even it a State accounted 

for 50% of the allotments. 


He said that in 1977-78, the Centre had allotted 51,000 tons, out of which the Food 
Corporation of India had lifted 48,000 tons and the State Government had received 
44,000 tons. In 1978-79, the Centre had allotted, 150,000 tons, the FCI had lifted 
149,000 tons and the State had received 126,000 tons. 


In 1979-80, the Centre had allotted 215,000 tons, the FCI had lifted 202,000 tons, 
and che State had received 149,000 tons. In 1980-81, the Centre had allotted 
29,000 tons till August 31, the FCI had lifted 600 tons and the State had received 
45,000 tons, which included the backing from the previous allotments. In all the 
Centre had allotted 433,000 tons, the PCI lifted 407,000 toms and the State received 
366,000 tons. 
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ASSAM SEES BIGGEST POPULATION INCREASE 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 80 p 15 


(Text) New Delhi, November 9 (PTI). The biggest increase in population between 
1961 and 1971 occurred in more districts of Assam than anywhere else in India, the 
latest census atlas shows. 


Of the 37 districts which recorded an inter-censal increase of over 35 per cent, six 
were in Assam, the first map projections of the 1971 census depict. Next came two 
districts each in Manipur, Haryana and Gujarat. 


The 1971 national census atlas of India, released a fortnight ago, shows that the 
population of Assam rose from 10,837,329 in 1961 to 14,625,152--an increase of 
%4.95 per cent for the state as a whole. Among the other states, only Tripura 
(36.28), Manipur (37.53) and Nagaland (39.88) showed greater percentage of popula- 
tion growth. 


The atlas, produced by the office of the registrar-general, offers no reasons for 
this phenomenon in the north-eastern states but part of the explanation appears to 
lie in the high fertility rate recorded in the region. 


Manipur (27.58 per cent) and Assam (21.44) were among the three states with the 
highest fertility rate recorded in 1971--Sikkim (22.95) coming in between--against 
the national average of 15.88 per cent. 


Assam was also subjected to the greatest population pressure between 1961 and 1971 
with population density rising from 138 to 186 persons per square kilometre during 
the decade, an increase of nearly 35 per cent. 


Although this represented an increase of only 48 persons compared to 114 per square 
kilometre in Kerala, 106 in West Bengal, 58 in Tamil Nadu, 57 in Bihar and 55 in 
Haryana, no other state recorded a one-third increase in population density during 
the decade. The increase was also 48 in Punjab, but that represented a rise of 
less than 22 per cent for that state. 


Assam does not still fall among the states with a high density of population. Seven 
other states are more densely populated. But Assam rose above the national average 
for the first time in 1971. Its density of 186 compares with 177 for the nation. 

In 1961, Assam's density was 138--below the national average of 142. 
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Assam registered, after Jammu and Kashmir, the highest Muslim population among the 
states percentage-wise,. 


Muslims accounted for 24.56 per cent of Assam's population compared to the national 
average of 11.20. They made up 65.85 per cent of the population of Jammu and Kashmir. 


Hindus still dominate Assam, making up 72.51 per cent of the population compared to 
82.72 per cent for all India. 


Assam is among the more literate states of the Union. It has the 12th highest 
literacy rate with 33.94 per cent of its population being literate. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION STUDIES USE OF ANIMAL POWER 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 10 Nov 80 p 18 


[Text] New Delhi, November 9. The planning commission is examining a proposal for 
setting up a national board for animal systems which will have among its objectives 
the development of work animals as a major source of power. 


Animal power, which has aroused a global interest, particularly among those con- 
cerned with developing new and renewable sources of energy, is of much relevance 
to this country where, according to the last official count, there are 80 million 
work animals. 


Most of these are bullocks. They maky available 40 million horse power, assuming 
each of them is capable of half a horse power of energy input on an average. This 
is approximately equal to 30,000 megawatts of electrical power. Incidentally, the 
installed capacity for electrical energy in the country now is only 26,000 mw. 





The potential use of animal power is highlighted by the fact that about 70 per cent 
of the total number of holdings covering only about 20 per cent of the area under 
cultivation are less than two hectares. Mechanisation even in terms of power 
tillers proves uneconomical for such holdings. Animals cannot, therefore, be re- 
placed by any other mechanical device unless the size of the holdings increases. 


Even in cases where tractorisation has been adopted farmers prefer to keep a pair 
of bullocks as a stand-by because of the escalating cost of petroleum fuels and 
non-availability of spares in time. 


It is estimated that for the entire range of farming operations, animal energy use 
is for only 100 days a year. This means their utilisation is for less th. a four 
months a year. 


Thus, according to the proposal, there is great scope for improving the utilisation 
of animal power for farming operations through better cropping patterns, better de- 
signing and improvement of animal-drawn farm implements and equipment and further 
research studies. 


Improved Implements 
It is stated that the Chinese have been able to get more power from water-—buffaloes 
than in India. The benefits from improved implements have also been demonstrated 


in Haryana and Punjab. But a majority of the other states are yet to attain simi- 
lar results. 
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Draught animal power is of much relevance to rural transportation, Two-thirds of 
the rural transportation and a significant part of small-scale transportation in 
urban areas are by bullock carts. Besides, 50 per cent of the villages are yet to 
be connected with motorable roads. 


Estimates place the investment in the bullock cart system, including the cost of 
animals, at Rs. 3,000 crores. They handle 15 billion tonne kilometres of freight 
currently and will continue to be appropriate and economic for specific situations 
for years to come. 


These are among the factors cited to buttress the proposal for a national board 
submitted by the Institute of Management in Bangalore to the planning commission. 
The institute director, Prof. Ramaswamy, had been asked to detail the objectives, 
activities, organisational structure and funding requirements of such an organisa- 
tion. He has since submitted them to the commission for scrutiny. 


According to the proposal; the board is to be constituted by the Union government. 
Its functions will include research, training, extension and funding. It will co- 
ordinate activities such as breeding and raising of work animals, improvement of 
fodder, nutrition and health care, delivery system, rocovery, sale and export of 
by-products, re-designing of animal-drawn vehicles and development of appropriate 
technology and their transfer among the various regions. 
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CENTER IMPLEMENTS PLAN *GAINST COMMUNALISM 
Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 13 Nov 80 pp 1, 9 


[Text] New Delhi, November 12 (UNI). The Centre has advised the state governments 
to deny patronage to all communal organisations and exclude from official forums and 
bodies persons who had attracted adverse notice in communal situations. 


This is part of an eight-point plan of action drawn up by the Centre to put down the 
canker of communalism which has been rearing its head in many parts of the country 
in recent months. 


The following are the other proposals contained in the plan circulated to the mem 
bers of the national integration council who are in a day-long session today to 
grapple with the various factors which hinder national integration and cohesiveness. 


The state governments of Andhra Pradesh, Bihar, Maharashtra and Uttar Pradesh should 
set up working groups for Moradabad, Aligarh, Jamshedpur, Kalyan, Bhiwandi and 
Hyderabad to carry out an indepth study from the socio-economic, education and 
historical angles and formulate time-bound programmes for implementation. The idea 
is that deep-rooted factors which lead to frequent communal eruptions in these 
places should be studied in depth and remedies devised. 


While reservations for the minorities in the police force could not be given be- 
cause of existing provisions in the constitution, an effort should be made by the 
state governments to ensure them their due place in the police force. 


To ensure that the benefits of the economic policies of the government really reach 
the minority communities and scheduled castes and tribes, a high-power commission 
has been set up to go into it. 


The government has already decided to raise a composite police peace-keeping force 
as part of the Central reserve police force with adequate representation for the 
minority communities and scheduled castes and tribes. This force is to be specially 
equipped and trained to handle communal disturbances as well as take rehabilitative 
measures. 





To keep the question of communal! situation constantly in focus, a communal harmony 
cell has already been established in the ministry of home affairs. 








A scheme is unde: consideration to speed up the process of rehabilitation of victims 
of communal violence. The scheme will include sanction of grants of reasonable 
amounts and arrangement of loans from nationalised banks. 


The Centre has already taken up with the state governments the question of setting 
up control rooms in communally sensitive places as an aid to controlling disturb- 
ances. Such rooms have been set up in 125 cities. 


"It is obvious that there cannot be any worthwhile progress in an atmosphere of 
violence and uncertainty and lack of harmony in the country. Such an atmosphere 
may even threaten the very integrity of the country. It is in this context that 
national integration and a proper check on activities involving violence have as- 
sumed a special significance in the country at the present moment." 


3-Language Formula 


The three-language formula should be adopted in the school system throughout the 
country, according to a note circulated to the members of the national integration 
council. 


The note expresses regret that at present this formula is not being adequately 
implemented in certain parts of the country and wants that, in Hindi-speaking 
states, one of the South Indian languages should become an essential part of the 
school curriculum. 


The note, entitled "the role of education in promoting national integration," ob- 
serves that, "with a view to breaking down the distinction that exists between 
those who work with hands and those expected to use their brains, socially useful 
productive work must become an essential ingredient of education at all stages." 


Considering the socio-cultural diversities that prevail, it is important that a 
broad uniformity exists in education provided in different parts of the country. 
The adoptioi. of the 10+2+3 pattern of education is one of the important measures 
for bringing about uniformity in educational standards. 


It says it is essential that every attempt is made to ensure that textbooks do not 
contain material prejudicial to the promotion of a feeling of oneness among the 
children. 


The note stresses utilisation of modern mass media, particularly radio and tele- 
vision, to promote national integration. 
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CONGRESS(1) LEADER SHOT--Etah, November 10 (PTI): Mr. Vir Singh Yadav, a Congress(T1) 
leader and former MLC, and his brother were shot dead while they were returning from 
a feast yesterday. The incident took place near Jaithra police station. Seven per- 
sons including the station officer of Jaithra police station have been named in the 
FIR. Meanwhile, the station officer has been sent to lines by the superintendent 

of police, Mr. Ram Chandra Banodha. It is alleged the deceased had got an inquiry 
set up against the station officer. Mr. Vir Singh was himself a witness against 

the station officer in the inquiry. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

ll Nov 80 p 9) 


SOVIET DELEGATIONS ARRIVE--New Delhi, November 10: A two-member Soviet delegation 
ied by Mr. Gennedy I. Yanaev, deputy chairman of the committee of youth organisa- 
tions of the USSR, arrived here today to participate in the “month of friendship", 
celebrations devoted to the forthcoming visit of the Soviet President, Mr. L.I. 
Brezhnev. The other member of the delegation is Prof. Victor P. Philatov. The 
Soviet delegation was received by Mr. V.P. Yakunin, minister-counsellor of the USSR 
embassy in India, and Mrs. Litto Ghosh, general secretary of the ISCUS. Another six- 
member Soviet delegation, led by the deputy minister of food industry of the USSR, 
Mr. Alexander T, Makarov, aleo arrived here today. They were received by Mr. T.R. 
Parameshwaram, director in the ministry of agriculture. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 11 Nov 80 p 9] 





PUNE RESEARCH CENTER--Bombay, November 10: Industrial research in India took a major 
step forward last week when the Sandvik research centre in Pune inaugurated by 

Mr. Ame Westerberg, chairman, Sandvik AB, Sweden. In a brief speech, Mr. Skog, 
managing director, Sandvik Asia, acknowledged the valuable help provided by the 
collaborators in the introduction of several new products in the fields of metal 
working, rock drilling and mining. They had also assisted in installing new equip- 
ment to keep pace with the increasing demand for modern cutting tools and in carry- 
ing out two major programmes of expansion and godernisation. The Sandvi* research 
centre, which is a part of the company's modernisation programme, has an important 
role to play in updating technology. This is necessary to compete with sophisticated 
Western sources in terms of quality. Mr. Lennart Ollen, president, Sandvik AB, out- 
lined the growth and development of the Sandvik group. Today, it has a turnover of 
Re. 1,270 crores and employs more than 30,000 people. In 1980, the group's invest- 
ment in research would amount to over Re. 58 crores. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF 
INDIA in English 11 Now 80 p 13] 


INDO-KOREAN FRIENDSHIP ASSOCIATION--The All India Indo-Korean Friendship Associa- 
tion has condemned the "joint US-South Korean military exercises" being conducted 
since Tuesday. In a statement on Thursday the association said that at a time 
when attempts were being made for a peaceful reunification of Korea, the aggressive 
activities of the “US imperialiem has become the main stumbling block" in its way. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 31 Oct 80 p 10) 
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DIESEL ENGINE MAN JFACTURE~-Diese! automotive engines to fit Ambassador passenger 
care are to be manufactured by Kirloskar O1. Engines Limited in their Pune factory. 
Trials with pilot production have already commenced and engines on a commercial 
basis are expected to roll out from July 1981, Mr. 8. B. Chandorkar, Assistant 
Vice-President (Marketing) of Kirloskar said the initial production would be 200 
engines 4 month to be stepped up to 400 within a year, We explained that there was 
a good market for repowering the existing Ambassador fleet in the country. His 
company was also exploring the possibilities of manufacturing these enginces as 
original equipment for these care. [as published) Mr. Chanderkar said the diesel 
engines with the same characteristics had been under manufacture for jeeps. ihe 
good performance of these four cylinder engines in the last five years had led the 
company to design an engine for the Ambassador car with three cylinders. Jeeps 
fitted with these engines took part in the recent Himalayan Rally and their reli- 
ability had been proved beyond doubt. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 

16 Nov 80 p 6) 


ORDNANCE DEPOT DISBANDMENT--Calcu’.a, Nov 14.--An establishment named ‘Ordnance 
Depot’ at Remount Road (Alipur) under the Ministry of Defence, Government of India, 
which has been functioning over many years and where at present nearly 600 civilian 
employees and workers are employed, has been ordered for disbandment by 31 January 
1981. Repeated representations by the employees’ union and continuous peaceful 
movements in democratic manner made against such a step of the Central Government 
for over last one year resulted in nothing but disappointment so long. The Govern- 
ment the union says is still adamart in the decision to close down the depot. [as 
published) According to the union, this would be another instance of shrinkage 

of employment opportunities for the people of West Bengal in the central sector. 
The Union «till expects that the Union Government would reconsider the whole matter 
and the depot would be permitted to continue in Calcutta. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 15 Nov 80 p 5] 


TRIBUTE TO JOSHI --General Secretary of the Socialist Unity Party of Germany Erich 
Honecker has sent his deep condolences at the passing away of the outstanding Com- 
munist and national leader P C Joshi. In a message to CPI general secretary 

C Ratjeswara Rao, Mr Honecker said the Socialist Unity Party of Germany “shares 
the erie! of the Indian Communists with regard to the loss of an outstanding leader 
of the Communiet movement and will keep him i: horoured memory." He informed that 
the SED \earnt the death of Mr Joshi, former general secretary of the CPI, with 
“deep sourning.” “Please allow me on behalf of the Central Committee of the 
Socialist Unity Party of Germany and all Communists of the GDR to assure you of 
our deep sympathy,” the message read. A large number of messages of condolences 
from all over the country and abroad are reaching the late P C Joshi's wife, Mrs 
Kalpana Joshi, every day. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in Engijish 15 Nov 80 p 5) 





YOUTH CONGRFESS(1) PRESIDENT--New Delhi, Nov. 17.--Mr Gulam Nabi Azad, M.P., was 
today appointed president of the Indian Youth Congress (1) by the party president, 
Mrs Gandhi, the ACC (1) general secretary, Mr Satyanarayana Rao announced here today, 
reports "Il. Mr Azad, who was hitherto general secretary of the IYC (1), suc- 
ceeded Mr Ram Chandra Rath, M.P., who resigned as Youth Congress (1) president 
yesterday. Text Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Nov 80 p 1 | 


MEETING WITH KHALID--dahrain, Nov. 15. The Union Finance Minister, Mr. R. 
Venkataraman, on Sa urday had discussions with King Khalid of Saudi Arabia for 
additional oil suppiies and the Gulf war, a Financial Ministry official said. 

The meeting in Riyadh, the Saudi capital, was also attended by Crown Prince *uohd, 
Oil Minister Sheikh Ahmed Zaki Yamani and Finance Minister, Sheikh Mohammed * 
Abal-Khail, the spokesman said by telephone. Mr. Venkataraman will hold deta..ed 
talks with Sheikh Yamani and other Ministers on Sunday before leaving the Kingdom. -- 
Reuter. |Text]) [Madras THE HINDU in English 16 Nov 80 p 12) 
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INTERVIEW WITH SHEIKH--New Delhi, November 18 (UNI): The Jammu and Kashmir chief 
minister, Sheikh Abdullah, wants che Congress (1) in the state to be wound up. 

In an interview to the fortnightly NEW DELHI, he said the politics of conf ronta- 
tion between the National Conference and the Congress (1) would be harmful. “It 
should be avoided, In fact, the Congress (1) should be wound up here. There is 
no need to have two parties with identical policies.” The people have an emotional 
attachment to the National Conference whereas the Congress (1) could not make any 
dent despite 22 years of rule, There could be a regional party in the estate work- 
ing in close conformity with the Congress (1) at the national level." On the 
question of 4 possible merger of the two parties, the Sheikh said that the admis- 
sion of the Congress (1) leaders to the National Conference would have to be 
selective. "I will admit only those who enjoy the confidence and command the 
respect of the people,” he said. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 
19 Now 80 p 9) 


ASSAM BUDGET, PLAN--The Assam budget for 1980-81 with overall deficit of Re 4.64 
crores was presented in Parliament on Thursday. The budget, presented by Minister 
of State for Finance S 8S Sisodia, shows increase in the expenditure on revenue 
account from Re 313.55 crores in the Interim Budget to Re 368.95 crores, because 
of larger Plan outlay and higher level of expenditure on the maintenance of law 
and order. On the other hand, revenue receipts are estimated to come down to 

Re 298.73 crore as against Re 303.73 crores in the interim budget presented to 
Parliament on 14 March 1980. The provision for State Plan has been increased 
from Rs 160 crores in the interim budget to Rs 198 crores and the Central assistance 
stepped up from Re 115.38 crores to Re 135.20 crores. Because of difficult 
financial position of the State Government in the context of the agitation on 

the foreigners issue the Centre will also provide a special loan of Re 40 crores 
during the year. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 80 p 1) 


INCREASE IN FREIGHTCARS--Railway Minister Kedar Panday has now passed orders to 
buy 13,000 more wagons. But, he told the Lok Sabha on Wednesday, the present 
difficult movement situation resulted, “not from shortage alone”. It was “a 
question of bringing more efficiency". Replying to Mr K M Madhukar and others, 

Mr Panday said the railways as a commercial organisation could not just build up 
bit wagon stocks. The Lok Sabha was also informed that the punctuality performance 
of mail and express trains improved on majority of the zonal railways and remained 
around 90 per cent. The punctuality performance of trains in the Central, 
Eastern, North-Eeastern and North-East Frontier railways was however, affected 
adversely by increased incidences of alarm chain pulling, miscreant activities, 
political agitations in Assam, accidents and power shortage among other things, 
the members were told. [as published] [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT ‘n English 

21 Nov 80 p 5] 


DRAFT PLAN DATE--Minister for Planning Narain Dutt Tiwari on Thursday told the 
Rajya Sabha that the work on the sixth draft Plan would be completed by the end of 
December 1980 or first week of January 1981, reports PTI. Ir a written reply Mr 
Tiwari informed Mr J K Jain that the National Development Council, after considering 
the framework had directed the Planning Commission to proceed with the preparation 
of the final draft of the sixth Plan on the basis of the objectives, the programme 
thrusts and the targets for growth and additional resources mobilisation as out- 
lined in the framework. [Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 21 Nov 80 p 5) 


CAUVERY WATERS TALKS--The Chief Ministers of Tamil Nadu, Kerala, Karnataka and 
Pondicherry will meet in Madras on December 20 for the next round of talks on the 
Cauvery waters issue. The last meeting was held in Delhi in September. At that 
meeting the Chief Ministers decided to have their next meeting in Madras and fixed 
a tentative date in November. But it had to be postponed to December in view of 


the preoccupation of the Chief Ministers. [Text] [Madras THE HINDU in English 
16 Nov 80 p 13) 
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BLHAR CONGRESS COMMITTEE--New Delhi, November 18 (UNI): The Congress (1) presi- 
dent, Mra, Indira Gandhi, today reorganised the Bihar pradesh Congress Committee 
(1) with Mr. Rafique Alam ae its president. Three vice-presidents appointed by 
her are: Mr, Nayendra Jha, Mr. Ram Sharan Singh and Mr. Rem Pravesh Paswan. 
Besides, seven general secretaries have been nominated. They are Mr. Nagina Rai, 
Mr. Mahendra Mohan Mishra, MP, Mr. Sitaram Chamaria, MLA, Mr. Debandra Nath 
Chamaria, MLA, Dr. S. M. Tea, MLA, and Mr. Krishan Pratap Singh. Mr. Chandra 
Shekhar Singh, MP, has been appointed treasurer. The 27-member executive committee 
includes the chief minister, Dr. Jagannath Mishra, Mr. Bindeshwari Dube, MP, Mr. 
Tariq Anwar, MP and Mr. Tapeshwar Singh, MP, the Union ministers, Mr. A. P. 


Sharma and Mr. Kedar Pandey, are among the perianent invitees. [Text] [Bombay 
THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 19 Nov 80 p 9) 


MARXISTS TO HANOI--Calcutta, Nov, ll--West Bengal CPI-M secretary Promode Dasgupta 
and P 8 member Har Krisran Singh Surjeet have been invited to visit Vietnam for 

10 daye. The two CPI-M leaders would be in Vietnam from 12 to 22 December. [Text] 
(New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 7) 


OTL REFINERY EXPANSION--The processing capacity of Vishakhapatnam Refinery of 
Hindustan Petroleum Corporation will be increased from the existing 1.5 million 
tonnes to 4.° million tonnes. The HPC has a number of new projects in hand includ- 
ing expansion of their lube refinery which will produce 74,000 tonnes of additional 
lube of! base stocks. The project is expected to be completed by the end of next 
year. |Texc! [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 7] 


SLKH STATE OEMANDED--The Maharaja Ranjit Singh bi-cetenary celebrations committee 
has revived the demand for a ‘Sikh nation’ and a guarantee of their rights in the 
Conetitution. At a press conference on Tuesday committee chairman Harbans Singh 
Manchanda said that their demand for a Sikh nation merely amounted to special 
rights for Stkhe on the pattern of Article 370 as prescribed for Jammu and Kashmir 
under the Constitution. Jathedar Richpal Singh who was also present at the press 
conference announced that the committee had drawn up a year-long schedule beginning 
from 1} November which included a march Attari to Amrasar. The parent body the 
Delhi Siky Gurdwara Management Committee would organise many other progremes on 
the occasion, including sports competitions opening of libraries, and schools and 
distribution of awards to eminent Sikhs from all walks of life. [Text] [New Delhi 
PATRIOT in English 12 Nov 80 p 10] 


OTL FROM KIWAi T--Kuwait, Nov 19 (UNI)--Kuwait has agreed to supply India crude 

oll and 600,000 tonnes of petroleum products during 1981, an Indian spokesman said 
today. Ambassador S J S Chhatwal told UNI the agreement reached yesterday. [as 
published) However, he did not specify the quantity of crude Kuwait will supply. 
[Text] [New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Nov 80 p 7] 


BMFL WORKERS MEETING--BHEL Workers’ Union president R K Garg has called upon the 
BUHL, Marcwar workers to fight against attempts to liquidate the premier public 
sector establishment. Addressing a general body meeting of the BHEL workers at 
Hardwear, he eaid the fight today was between the “builders of a new India and 
destro ,crs of democracy". There was a nefarious plot to stifle public sector 
concerns ‘ike che BHEL by allowing equipments like turbines to be imported from 
abroad when our indigenous Cechnology was able to manufacture the same machiry. 
This was « deep conspiracy hatched by foreign multinationals who stood to gain, 
he expleined. Time has come to fight for a new social equilibrium that would 
ensure justice and equality,” he declared amidst applause. [as published] He 
aleo paid homage to the late Communist and national leader P C Joshi. [Text] 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 20 Nov 80 p 10] 
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HOUSING SHORTAGE~-New Delhi, Nov. 10. The housing shortage in India ie estimated at 
20 million unite, This was stated by the Minister for Works and Housing and Parlia- 
mentary Affaires, Mr. Bhishma Narain Singh, while inaugurating a regional workshop 
on syetems approach to quality control of buildings in urban areas under the joint 
auspices of UNESCO and the National Buildings Organisation (NBO). It had become 
necessary for the Government to build houses particularly for low-income families 

at the lowest possible cost, Mr. Singh said, It was necessary to achieve “utmost 
economy" in the construction field which accounted for heavy expenditure. Mr. Singh 
said while multipurpose structures for varied purposes were being set up in the 
public sector, their quality was "a matter of great concern" to the public. "In fact, 
public buildings can be said to be monuments of progress manifesting the achieve- 
ments in the science and art of building construction," the Minister remarked.--PTI. 
[Text] (Madras THE HINDU in English 11 Nov 80 p 10] 


SOVIET YOUTH DELEGATION--A five member youth delegation from the Soviet Union, 
accompanied by a cultural troupe, was given a reception in Calcutta on Sunday by 

the Paschim Banga Yuba Sangha. The team was invited to India ou the occasion of 

the 20th anniversary of the All India Youth Federation. The delegation includes 

Olga Kovalenko, Moscow Olympic gold medalist ‘n gymmastics, Pavel Lizounov, a 

tractor driver and a member of the Soviet parliament (Supreme Soviet), Yevgevy 
Osetrov, Mikhail Kolesnikov and Vagif Gouseynov, the leader of the delegation. 
Talking to reporters, Mr Gouseynov said the Soviet youth organization had contacts 
with over 1,300 youth associations all over the world, except China. He said 

there was no chance of improving relations with China unless China "stopped threaten- 
ing world peace”. The cultural troupe presented folk songs and dances. The team, 
after meeting the Chief Minister on Monday morning, left for Madras in the after- 
noon. The delegates also met representatives of youth organizations of different 
political parties including the CPI, CPI(M), Congress(I) and the Congress(U) during 
the day. In a statement the leader of the delegation said they were "deeply touched" 
by the reception given by the people of Calcutta. He said the fifth Indo-Soviet 
Youth Festival would be held in Delhi early next year. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN 
in English 11 Nov 80 p 3] 


ASIAN RELIGIOUS CONFERENCE--New Delhi, November 9 (PTI): An Asian conference on re- 
ligion and peace is scheduled to be held here next year to chalk out a multi- 
religious approach to the solution of various problems confronting the world. The 
decision to hold the conference--with its theme “religion in action for peace"-- 
was taken at the five-day meet of the board of directors of the Asian conference 
which concluded in the capital today. Nearly 200 delegates are expected to meet 
from November 7 to 11, 1981. Mr. R.R. Diwakar, chairman of the Gandhi Peace 
Foundation, told a press conference here that representation at the conference would 
be country-wide and religion-wise. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in English 

10 Nov 80 p 7] 


NEW MEGHALAYA PARTY--Shillong, November 9: The new political party that is proposed 
to be formed in Neghalay comprising various constituents of the ruling Meghalaya 
Parliamentary Democratic Forum will be named Meghalaya Democratic Forum, it is 
learnt. The new party will be federal in character and will include the All-Party 
Hill Leaders’ Conference faction led by the chief minister, Mr. D.D. Lyngdoh, the 
Congress(I) and the Hill State People's Democratic Party. The HSPDP is, however, 
not yet united on this move. The parliamentary group of the party is expected to 
meet shortly to finalise its stand on the issue. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA 
in English 10 Nov 80 p 18] 
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CONSUMER PRICE INDEX--New Delhi, Nov. 6.--With the consumer price index (base 1960) 
for September crossing the 400-mark, the purchasing power of the rupee has touched 
a nadir of 24,87 paise, report UNIFIN and PTI. The index rose by five points to 
402 during the month. The index has been rising since February, climbing five 
points a month on the average and the value of the rupee has been dwindling from 
27.1 paise. The official wholesale price index, however, declined by 1.2% to 262.6 
(provisional) during the week ended October 25, from 265.7 in the previous week. 
This is the maximum drop in the index in a single week that has been observed since 


January 1979, according to an official Press release. [Text] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN 
in English 7 Nov 80 p 9] 


DAMODARA MENON DEATH--The freedom fighter, Congress leader and thrice editor of 
Mathrubhumi, leading Malayalam daily, Mr K.A. Damodara Menon, who died in Cochin on 
Saturday night, was born at Alangad in Srnakulam district. In 1952, Mr Menon quit 
the Congress to form the Praja Socialist Party along with the late K. Kelappan, 
noted Sarvodaya leader of Kerala, Mr Menon soon gave up editorship of Mathrubhumi. 
He was elected to Parliament on the PSP ticket but in 1956 he left the party to 
join the Congress, of which he later became the pradesh committee president. He 
was elected to the Kerala Assembly in 1960 from Parur constituency. He became a 
Minister in the Pattam Thanu Pillar Ministry. For 10 years from 1968 he was associ- 
ate editor of Mathrubhumi. Shortly after retirement from that post he was appointed 


chairman of the Kerala Press Academy. [Excerpt] [Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 
4 Nov 80 p 7] 


NAGA LEADER'S CHANGE--Kohima, Nov. 3.--Mr L. Metna today resigned from the Naga 
National Democratic Party and joined the Nagaland Congress(I), reports UNI. With 
this, the strength of the Congress(I) in the 60-member Assembly rose to 28. [Text] 
[Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 4 Nov 80 p 7) 


GENERALS PROMOTED--New Delhi, November 19 (PTI): As a result of the recent revi- 
sion in the rank structure in the armed forces, three directorates in the army head- 
quarters have been upgraded. The directorates of military intelligence, military 
operations and armoured corps, which were hitherto headed by Major-Generals, will 
now be headed by Lieutenant-Generals, says an official release. Maj. Gen. K. 
Gowrishankar, director military intelligence, Maj.-Gen. H. Kaul, director military 
operations, and Maj.-Gen. N. S. Cheema, director armoured corps, have been promoted 
to the rank of Lieutenant-General and will continue to head their respective 
directorates. [Text] [Bombay THE TIMES OF INDIA in Enlgish 20 Nov 80 p 5] 


HINDI DAILY--Jabalpur, Nov 2 (PTI)--The Hitavada, a Hindi morninger, started its 
publication from here on the 24th foundation day of Madhya Pradesh yesterday. Re- 
leasing the inaugural issue of Hitavada Union Civil Supplies Minister Vidya Charan 
Shu la said the Hitavada, which was published in English from Bhopal and Nagpur, 
had great traditions and he expected the Hindi edition would follow suit. [Text] 
[New Delhi PATRIOT in English 3 Nov 80 p 8) 


CSO: 4220 
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POST OF GOVERNOR OF CENTRAL SULAWESI NOT YET RESOLVED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 17 Oct 80 pp 1, 9 
{[Article: "Central Sulawesi Appointment Not Yet Resolved") 


[Text] A spokesman of the Ministry of the Interior, Feisal Tamin, who announced 
the appointment of BG Mistar Tjokrokusumo as governor of South Kalimantan, went 
so far as to say that he had not yet received detailed information regarding the 
candidacies for the post of governor of Central Sulawesi. Since BG Eddy Djadjang 
Djajaatmadji became acting governor of Central Sulawesi in 1979, replacing BG 
Munafri, the process of electing a governor in that area has not been resolved, 


Originally, there were about 7 persons who were presented as candidates: Col 

A R Hartono (presently commander of the Military District of Palu [Central 
Sulawesi]), Col (Wartime) R Soejono (chairman of the provincial assembly of 
Central Sulawesi), Col Eddy Soeroso (regent of Toli-Toli), LTC Mudakir (chairman 
of the Executive Council of Central Sulawesi), Dr Abdul Azis Lamadjido (employee 
of the State Prosecutor's Office and former regent of Donggala), Dr Galib 
Lasahido (former regent of Posso), and Dr Abdul Azis Larekeng (former regent of 
Luwuk Banggai). 


Eddy Soeroso was among the candidates for the office of governor who was often 
mentioned. However, in the provincial assembly he did not obtain support from the 
PDI [Indonesian Democratic Party] and PP [Umion for Development] groups. They say 
that the acting governor of Central Sulawesi, Eddy Djadjang Djajaatmadja, is a 
figure whom the Ministry of the Interfor would like to support. However, Feisal 
Tamin has denied this report on severl accasions. He points to the regulation which 
provides that the Ministry of the Interior is not permitted to present candidates. 
Nevertheless, when he met with the press on Thursday [16 October], there were 
questions such as, “Is it true that the Ministry of the Interior does not want 

to present Eddy Djadjang Djaatmadja as a candidate?" Feieal Tamin reacted sharply, 
saying, “That question has no relevance to the process which is under way!" 


A spokesman of the Ministry of the Interior later declared that in speaking of 
the question of a prospective candidate, we do not state whether we are pleased 
or not. “This is because the question concerns a process, This means a process 
in accordance with a procedure which fits in with a lawful regulation which is 
in effect, under which a regional area can present at least 3 candidates and a 
maximum of 5 candidates. When the prospective candidates have been presented, 
only then is the list sent to Jakarta (Ministry of the Interior) to obtain approval. 
However, this phase has not yet been completed," Feisal Tamin said. 
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Meanwhile, the process of selecting candidates from the ranks of the armed forces 
is also not complete. The Body for the Welfare and Development of Indonesian 
University Students from Central Sulawesi iseued a call from its Jakarta office 
that the process of selecting a governor be directed toward civilian candidates. 


However, at present observers believe that Eddy Soeroso has great prospects 


for election and that he should be designated as a candidate, with or without the 
support of the PDI and PP groups in the provincial assembly. 


5170 
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INDONES IA 


ATLANTIC RICHFIELD FIGURE COMMENTS ON INDONESIANIZATION 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 2 Oct 80 p 2 


[Text] Indonesianization in a foreign oil enterprise is aimed at forming a 
joint working team of Indonesian and foreign personnel which can achieve what 
is expected by Pertamina and the government, and also meet the performance 
standards demanded by the foreign oil company. 


This was explained by Atlantic Richfield Indonesia's vice president, T.N. Machmud, 
who was appointed to that post in mid-September. 


PT Atlantic Richfield Indonesia Inc is an American oil company which executes 
production sharing contracts with Indonesia. Atlantic Richfield, the third 
largest oil producer in Indonesia behind Caltex and Total, produces 142,000 
barrels of “black oil" per day; 15,000 barrels of propane and butane per day; 
and 80 million cubic feet of gas per day. Atlantic Richfield is the eighth 
largest oil company in the United States. 


According to Machmud, his position on the management staff of a foreigr. oil 
company is a real challenge. The firm must operate with high technology and 
sound organization. The caliber of Indonesian personnel cannot be inferior 
to the caliber of foreign personnel. 


Atlantic Richfield has 750 Indonesian employees and 107 foreign personnel 
throughout Indonesia. There are also an unknown number of additional foreign 
personnel. Atlantic Richfield, which is expanding its operations in Indonesia, 
has an Indonesianization program aimed at a standard of performance that meets 
requirements. 


Discussing the climate of opinion among oil companies operating in Indonesia, 
T.N, Machmud said that oil companies operating in Indonesia were generally 
optimistic. With the rise in the international price of oil, many formerly 
uneconomical wells have now become profitable. 


PT Atlantic Richfield Indonesia, which received an offshore area in the Java 
Sea and East Kalimantan, as well as sharing in South Malaka, plans tw increase 
activity in 1981, and is awaiting word from Pertamina. 
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Prospects for the Arjuna Field in the Java Sea are said to be favorable. The 
same holds true for the field in East Kalimantan. Atlantic Richfield has 120 
production wells from 75 platforms. 


Atlantic Richfield expects to increase investment in Indonesia. Atlantic Richfield's 
investment in Indonesia totals over 41.1 billion. The firm currently has seven 
rigs under hire, operating in the Java Sea. 


T.N. Machmud is an Indonesian born in Haarlem in 1935. He graduated from high 
school in Medan, and studied law at the University of Indonesia in Jakarta. 
Following graduation in 1958, he worked for the Batavian Petroleum Company/Shell 

in Plaju as a legal advisor. In 1958, he became a legal advisor for IIAPCU, 

and later, an IIAPCO official. He joined Atlantic Richfield in 1969. In 1978, 

he was sent by his form to scudy at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, 
becoming the first Indonesiaa to graduate MIT in management. He has 22 years 

of petroleum experience. He is a vice president in concert with two >ther 

foreign vice presidents. T.N. Machmud is responsible for finance and administration. 


9197 
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LABOR FEDERATION CALLS FOR MINIMUM WAGE 


Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 2 Oct 80 p 2 


{Text} The All-Indonesia Labor Federation's (FBSI) Regional Leadership Council 
for West Java proposed a five-year plan for a minimum wage for all workers. 


In a panel discussion on a regional minimum wage held Monday evening in Bandung, 
L. Azis, a member of the council, said that with the formation of such a plan, 
a regional minimum wage would be achieved in all sectors of industry by 1985, 
geared to estimates of minimum standard of living. 


To keep the minimum wage in line with minimum standard of living, the Council 
recommends continual review of the minimum wage, based on inflation, and the 
resultanc rise in the cost of living, and the prevailing economic situation. 
The minioum wage must be reviewed at least yearly, and whenever there are 
changes in living conditions, Azis noted. 


The West ‘ava FMSI Council believes intensive supervision of the implementat ion 
of the minimum wage is a must. The assistance of .echnical departments involved 
with the effort is desirable. In addition, sanctions must be applied to firms 
who do not wish to establish a minimum vage. 





After technical departments make studies for businessmen who are incapable of 
implementing a five-year minimum wage plan, the technical departments can give 
help, in accordance with their ability. Thus, businesses can keep operating 
while applying a five-year minimum wage plan. 


The Council proposed that at present, we implement regional minimum wage policies, 
although not all sectors are currently affected. In the event that an entrepreneur 
cannot apply the winimum wage, he must inform the govermment. The government is 
then responsible for giving help. 


The Council acknowledged that several sectors have now established a minimum 
wage, although the figures differ. However, all minimum wages now established 
are well below the amount needed for a minimum standard of living. 


9197 
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INDONESIA 


ARBITRATION BOARDS FACE DELAYS IN CARRYING OUT DECISIONS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 3 Oct 80 p 2 


[Excerpts] Thus far, there have been many delays in executing legally 
binding decisions of the central or regional Boards for Arbitrating Labor Disputes. 
This problem has harmed labor, since they are very weak. 


The Legal Aid Team of the All-Indonesia Labor Federation's Central Executive 
Council stated this in a written report to Parliamentary Commission III (legal 
bodies) on 2 October. 


Based on existing legislations, carrying out decisions of the central or regional 
arbitration boards does not require further debate. In other words, those decisions 
must be carried out by the government or state court apparatus. 


In practice, there are many delays in executing legally binding arbitration 
board decisions. The Labor Federation legal team uses various legal means 
to protect the interests of its workers, whose position is very weak. But 
they are still not able to overcome the delays, both juridic ami nonjuridic, 
which contravene existing laws. 


Juridic and non-juridic delays are clearly evident in the following cases: 


For example, consider the case of the decision of the East Kalimantan regional 
board concerning Syarifudin Siregar, a former employee of PT Rowan 007 in Balik- 
papan. The Balikpapan Court of First Instance carried out part of the East 
Kalimantan regional board's 24 January 1977 decision. But the decision could 
not be fully carried out without delay due to interference by the Regional 
Special Executive Officer for East Kalimantan and the minister of Manpower and 
Transmigration. This was despite the provisions of Special Legal Authority 

Law Nr 14/1970, which bar interference of a non- judicial institution in legal 
matters. 


Another example is the case of Sonny Runjan, a former employee of PT Irostee 
Works in Pulogadung, East Java. In a written decision dated 4 June 1980, the 
greater Jakarta High Court ordered the East Jakarta Court of First Instance to 
execute the Central Arbitration Board's decision favoring Sonny Runjan in the 
dispute. 
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Ironically, on 1 August, the Supreme Court ordered the East Jakarta Court of First 
Instance to postpone the sale of PT LIrosteel Works assets; the scheduled sale 
had been part of the implementation of the board's decision. This wes despite | 


the Supreme Court's encyclical, 1/1980, which explained that such decisions 
must be carried out. 


In connection with many of the cases which harm labor, the Labor Federation's 

Legal Aid Team is asking Parliament, particularly Commission III, to take 

positive action. The Supreme Court has been asked to insure that legal institutions 
recognize the Central Board for Arbitrating Labor Disputes. This is so that 

central and regional board decisions can be executed quickly, especially those 
delayed by the Supreme Court. 


In addition, other legal authorities will be asked for help in insuring that 
arbitration board decisions are properly implemented. 


9197 
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INDONES IA 


CALTEX STRUCK BY LABORERS WORKING FOR SUB-CONTRACTORS 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 3 Oct 80 p 12 


[Text] Around 5,000 Caltex Pacific Indonesia laborers who work for sub- 
contractors have been on strike since 2 October. They are striking for higher 
pay. Their previous proposals for pay increases have been ignored. 


When contacted by KOMPAS, Dr Muzai Tambusa of the Regional Office of the 
Directorate of Housing Construction, Riau Province, said that 3,000 workers 
were on strike by Thursday morning. Those workers are from Caltex oil fields 
in the Duri, Dumai, Minas and Rumbai areas. By Thursday night, 5,000 workers 
were on strike. 


According to Dr Rusmoyo, head of the All-Indonesia Labor Federation's Oil, 
Natural Gas and Mining Worker's Union, the workers had sought a pay increase 
for a long time. But the demand had not been addressed. Rusmoyo said the 
workers were demanding a 50 percent increase over the current wage of 25,000 
rupiahs. 


The demand was said to be reasonable, particularly when compared to the wages 
of workers directly employed by Caltex. Minimum wage for a Caltex worker is 
211,000 rupiahs, including facilities managed from the office. 


This includes those working in harbors, repair shops, offices, road maintenance, 
and other oil-related activities. 


On several occasions, the National Contractor's Coordination Board has proposed a 
20 percent raise. But that raise has not been implemented, although the proposal 
is 2 months old. Disucssions concerning the 20 percent pay raise on 30 September 
produced no agreement, and the workers struck on 1 October. 


Caltex employs some 10,000 day laborers, including the 5,000 on strike. They 
work by the day, but are paid by the month. 


When contacted by KOMPAS, Caltex government and public relations manager 

Victor Siburian said this was a problem between the contractors and the workers. 
Caltex will work to settle the issue. Caltex produces some two-thirds of Indonesia's 
oil, so that the strike could conceivably disturb oil field activity. 


The Riau Regional Government has sent a team to handle the case. To protect against 
any eventuality, a number of officers from the Police Mobile Brigade, Police 
Regional Command Iv, Riau, have been transferred to Dumai. 


9497 
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ISLAMIC YOUTH MOVEMENT FIGURE SENTENCED 
Jakarta KOMPAS in Indonesian 6 Oct 80 p 3 


{Excerpts} Abdul Qadir Djaelani, 41, former general chairman of the Islamic 
Youth Movement's Central Executive Council, who was involved in the "20 March 
Subversion,” was sentenced on Saturday to a and one-half years in prison, 
reduced by time already spent in detention. 


According to the court, the "20 March Movement" generated by the defendant spread 
feelings of emnity, dissension, resistance, disorder, chaos and unrest in the 
population. Those actions we e taken at a time when the 1978 general session of 
Parliament was underway, and calm and security were needed, said Slamet Riyante 
of the Central Jakarta Court of First Instance. 


The defendant's legal advisor said the decision could satisfy all sides. He 
sidestepped questions on the severity or leniency of the sentence. 


In the hearing, it was revealed that Abdul Qadir Djaelani produced a working 
paper, “Design for an Islamic Revolution" at a mid-1975 organizational meeting 
of the Islamic Youth Movement in Lemah Abang, Bekasi. The paper called for an 
Ielamic state, to be achieved via revolution. 


In his confession, Abdul Qadir joined with Gomsoni Yasin and Tachmad Basuk in 
forming the Youth-Student Action Front in Achmad Uani Road. Abdul Qadir 
Djaelani was named as the Front's general chairman/coordinator. 


The Action Front leadership held a meeting at Gomsoni Yasin's home in early 
March 1978. The participants discussed general unrest; arrests of university 
students; and infiltrating P4, the Indonesian National Youth Committee, and GBHN. 


Follow-on meetings were held on 10, 12, 14, 15, 17, 18 and 19 March. The 
meetings resulted in an agreement to take to the streets on 20 March. Tires 
were to be slashed in Bunderan Hl; Harmoni; Senen; Senopati; Grogel; and Achmad 
Yani Road. 


To finance the 20 March actions, Rachman Basuki furnished 400,000 rupiahs 
and Gomsoni Yasin, 600,000 rupiahs. 
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Based on the confessions of the accused and the testimony of witnesses, the 
hearing concluded that Abdul Qadir Djaelani deliberately carried out acts of 
criminal subversion. 


Djaelani ordered Islamic Youth Movement and Action Front members to draw up 
pamphlets discrediting the government. Action Front members were to arm themselves, 
and take bottles or benzine and sawdust to create explosions to block the 
authorities. 


The defendant ordered the slashing of auto tires, especially in Bunderan Hl, 
because many members of Parliament lived in that area. The accused ordered the 
giving of money to those who took to the streets. 


Before pronouncing sentence, the court revealed factors contributing to the 
sentence. Those favoring a light sentence questioned the secerity of his actions, 
while those favoring a stronger sentence felt the accused did not show remorse. 
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BLOGRAPHIC INFORMATION ON INDONESIAN PERSONALITIES 


[Unless otherwise noted, the following information o1 Indonesian personalities 
has been extracted from Indonesian language sources published in Jakarta. } 


POLICE BRIGADIER GENERAL DR SUHERMAN--The remains of the chief inepector of police 
of Indonesia, Police BG Dr Suherman, were buried at Kalibatea Cemetery last Thure- 
day [16 October) at a military ceremony presided over by the deputy chief of 
police of Indonesia, Police MG Dr Sabar. The deceased, who left a wife and 4 
children, died at Dr Latumeten Hospital in Ambon on Wednesday [15 October) from a 
heart attack. At that time he was engaged in « 10 day inepectton trip to Police 
Area XVI/Maluku. The Late BG Suherman was 50 years old and was born in Ciamis 
[West Java). At the time of his death he was a member of Parliament. After 
graduating from the PTIK [Police Higher Training Inetitute) in 1960 he attended the 
SESKOPOL [Police Staff and Command School] in 1968 the National Defense In- 
stitute [LEMHANNAS) in 1973. His career in the po force began in 1954, fol- 
lowing bis training as «4 police inspector, He was instructor at the State 
Police School in Sukabuwi. After graduating from the PTIK he was transferred 

to Pontianak, where he served until 1965. While in Pontianak the deceased had 
occasion to serve as assistant to the commander for operations in the Police 
Regional Command for West Kalimantan. As a colonel, Subherman was once deputy di- 
rector of criminal research at Police Headquarters [MABAK). He was then trane- 
ferred to serve as chief of staff of Police Regional Command VI/South Sumatra. 
After two years there he was brought back to Jakarta to be chief inspector general 
in the Inspectorate General of Police, a position he held until he died. During 
his service to the state the deceased won 9 medals. They included: the Star of 
Bhayangkara Nararya; the Orders of Merit of Indonesian Independence, classes | 
and Il; the Order of Wira Dharma; the medal of Yana Utama; the GOM TV medal; 

the Order of Service Merit for 16 years; and the Order of Prasetya Panca Wares, 
clase VI. [Text] [Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 18 Oct 80 p 2) 5170 


1 
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MUHAMMAD THAYEB--The Government of Tunisia has given its agreement to the appoint - 
ment of Teuku Mohammad Mochtar Mohammad Thajeb as ambassador extraordinary and 
plenipotentiary of Indonesia to that country. The Directorate of Information of 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs stated yesterday [23 October] that Mohammad 
Thajeb replaces [len Surianegara, who has completed his tour of duty. The new 
ambassador was previously inspector for general affairs and development projects 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. Born in East Aceh on 14 November 1925, 
Mohammad Thajeb attended basic military and cipher training. From 1945 to 1950 
he held the rank of second lieutenant in the Army. During the following 3} years 
he was assigned as liaison officer in the Indonesian embassies in Cairo, Paris, 
and The Hague. From 1953 to 1957 he was an officer at the State Cipher School. 
As a career diplomat, Mohammad Thajeb served abroad in a number of posts. [Text] 
[Jakarta HARIAN UMUM AB in Indonesian 24 Oct 80 pp 1, 8) 5170 
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BG MISTAR TJOKROXUSUMO--BG Mistar Tjokrokusumo has been appointed governor of the 
province of Sout! Kalimantan, The appointment was contained in Presidential 
Decision No 130/)1/1980, dated 29 September. BG Mistar replaces BG H Soebardojo 
Surosarojo, whose tour of duty will end on 10 November. Soebardjo was governor 
of South Kalimantan on two separate occasions. Mistar Tjokrokueumo obtained a 
majority of the votes in elections in the provincial assembly, or 26 votes in all. 
The other two candidates, BC (wartime) H Hasan Basri, who was proposed by the 
Persatuan Pembangunan group, obtained 16 votes, and Dr Hueni Thamrin Asaat, of 
the Karya Pembangunan group, obtained only 3 votes. Before this appointment BG 
Mistar Tiokrokueumo was commander of Military Area X in South Kalimantan and had 
been chief of staff of Military Area VITI/Brawijaya in Fast Java. Mistar Tjokro- 
kueumo has a wife and & children. In addition to attending several military 
training courses he is also a graduate of HIS [Dutch Grammar School), followed 

by Surabaya Technical School (1944). He attended but did not graduate from the 
Faculty of Social and Political Affaire of Pajajaran University in Bandung. He 
was born in Pare, Kediri [East Java) on 13 September 1926. [Text] [Jakarta KOMPAS . 
in Indonesian 17 Oct 80 pp 1, 9) 5170 


ALR VICE MARSHAL HARTONO--At a very sim; le ceremony last Saturday [18 October] 

Air Vice Marshal Oetomo turned over his officer as commander of Air Region IV to 
hie replacement, Air Vice Marshal Hartono, in the conference room of Air Force 
regional headquarters on Jalan Darmo in Surabaya. Subsequently, Air Vice Marshal 
Oetomo will hold the position of deputy commander of Defense Region I in Medan. 

In the course of his career Air Vice Marshal Oetomo was once defense attache in 
Japan. Alr Vice Marshal Hartono, who was previously Governor of the Air Sect ion 

of che Armed Forces Academy [AKABRI] in Yogyakarta, also was once a defense at- 
tache, in France. ‘nh his speech at the ceremony, which was attended by the 
military commandere and the chief of police of East Java, Air Vice Marshal Oetomo 
estoted that Air Region ITV, as an operational command under Defense Region II 

and Headquartere of the Air Force, had continuously tried to raise the level of its 
apabilittes. Operational tasks as well as support for operational preparations 

at the air base and training have obtained guch assistance and cooperation from 
service elements both in the vertical as well as the horizontal dimensions, Por 
oll of that Air Vice Marshal Oetomo expressed many thanks. "Not a single task 
which | undertook could have been carried out well without the help of all of you,” 
eaid Airc Vice Marshal Oetomo. Meanwhile, to the airmen in the ranks of Air Region 
TV, he etated on the previous day [17 October] in humble fashion, “there is not 
much that I have done, but all of it was done with the help of all personnel of 

Air Region iv." Ate Vice Marshal Hartono is the eight commander of Air Region 

iv. His predecessors included: Commodore Soedarjo, Rear Admiral Suwoto Sukendar, 
Rear Adulral Kardono, Air Vice Marshal Aried Rijadi, Air Vice Marshal Soedarman, 
and Air Vice Marehal Oetomo. The territory under Air Region IV includes Central 
fava, Yogyakarta, East Java, Bali, Wert Nusa Tenggara, East Nusa Tenggara, and East 
Tiger. After the ceremony was over the two air vice marshals vent to report to 

the ecblef of etaff of the Air Force, which was followed by a closed briefing. 
\Text | [Jakarta FOMPAS in Indonesian 23 Oct 80 p 8) 5170 





NASIE ™--Nasikun was born in Cilacap on 28 October 1941. He is an instructor in 
the fiele of sociology of the Faculty of Social and Political Affairs of the 
niversity of Gadjah Mada, Yogyakarta. He graduated from the same faculty and 

in tne same field at the University of Gadjah Mada in 1969, specializing in village 
sociology. He undertook independent study of the Indonesian social system at the 
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University of Wisconsin, in the United States (1973) and a workshop in the metho- 
dology of village research at the East West Center, Hawaii (1975). The books he 
has written include: "An Approach to Studying the Indonesian Social System" 
(1974). [Text] [Jakarta PRISMA in Indonesian No 10, Oct 80 pp 94) 5170 


DORODJATUN KUNTJOROJAKTI--Dorodjatun Kuntjorojakti was born in Rangkasbitung on 

25 November 1939. He is an instructor and reasearch associate in the LPEM [Econo- 
mic and Community Research Inetitute] in the Faculty of Economics of the Univer- 
sity of Indonesia, as well as a member of the Development Council of the LPIES 
[Economic and Social Science Research Institute] in Jakarta. He has a degree in 
economics from the Faculty of Economics of the University of Indonesia (1964). 
Later, he continued his studies in the United States and obtained an M A degree in 
public administration (1966) in a Ph D in political science, specializing in 
political economy, at the University of California, Berkeley (1980). He has been 
active in a variety of research activities, seminars and discussions and has writ- 


ten many ecientific articles. [Text] [Jakarta PRISMA in Indonesian No 10, Oct 
80 p 94) 5170 


ONGHOKHAM--Onghokham was born in Surabaya in 1933, He is an instructor at the 
Faculty of Arts of the University of Indonesia and an assistant at LEKNAS-LIPI 
[National Economic and Community Inst itute-Indonesian Science Institute]. A 
graduate of the Faculty of Arts of the University of Indonesia, he later con- 
tinved his studies and obtained a Ph D degree in history from Yale University 

in the United States (1975). He has been active in attending conferences and 
seminars on history, both in Indonesia as well as abroad. He has written a number 
of articles which have been published in several mass media publications, includ- 
ing “The Pulung Affair" in MAJALAH ILMU-ILMU SASTRA INDOYESIA, January, 1977, 

and “The Brotoduningrat Affair" in “Southeast Asian Transition,” edited by Ruth 
MeVey and published as a memorial for the late Professor H J Benda, [Text] [Jakarta 
PRISMA in Indonesian No 10, Oct 80, p 94) 5170 


POS MARODJAHAN HUTABARAT--Pos Marodjahan Hutabarat was born in Pematang Siantar, 
North Sumatra, on 7 September 1953. He graduated with a bachelor's degree in 
agriculture from the Bogor Agricultural Institute in 1977 and continued his studies 
at the graduate school of the Bogor Agricultural Institute in agricultural economics 
and obtained an MS degree there in 1967. Since 1967 he has worked in the Bureau 

of Planning of the Ministry of Trade and Cooperatives in Jakarta. [Text] [Jakarta 
PRISMA in Indonesian No 10, Oct 80, p 94) 5170 


YAHYA MUHAIMIN--Yahya Muhaimin was born in Bumiayu on 17 May 1943. He graduated 
from the Faculty of Social and Political Affairs of the University of Gadjah 
Mada, Yogyakarta (1971) and is presently a teacher at the same faculty and univer- 
sity. He received an American Field Service scholarship for study in the United 
States (1962-1963). In 1977 he continued his studies at Massachusetts Inst itute 
of Technology (MIT) in Cambridge, in the United States and is presently preparing 
hie dissertation, entitled, “The Politics of Client Businessmen: the Case of 
Indonesia.” He has taken part in a number of seminars as well as written several 
articles and books, including, "Military Developments" in the book, "Politics in 
Indonesia, 1945-1966" (Published in 1973) and was joint editor with Dr Collin 
MacAndrew of the book, "Political Development Questions" which was published by 
the University of Gadjah Mada Press in 1977. [Text] [Jakarta PRISMA in Indonesian 
No 10, Oct 80 pp 94, 95) 5170 
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HUSNI THAMRIN PANE--The Indonesian government has appointed Husni Thamrin Pane 

(51 years old) as Indonesian ambassador extraordinary and plenipotentiary to 
Mexico, replacing Ambassador Ben Mang Reng Say. Thamrin Pane previously was 
director of American continent affaires in the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. He 
was trained at the Foreign Service Academy in Jakarta and at Harvard University 

in the United States. As a career diplomat, Pane has been stationed in Kuala 
Lumpur, New Delhi, Bucharest, and Washington. The Mexican government has given 
its agreement to the appointment of Husni Thamrin Pane, according to the Director- 
ate of Foreign Information of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. [Text] [Jakarta 
SINAR HARAPAN in Indonesian 23 Oct 80 p 12) 5170 
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RELIGIOUS REFORM MOVEMENT IN BALUCHISTAN 
Karachi JASARAT in Urdu 26 September 80 p 5 


[Article by Professor Sayyid Muhammad Salim: "Religious Reform Movement in 
Baluchistan"] 


[Text] Anyone who has travelled through Baluchistan knows that the Baruhi tribe 
is more religious and has more learned scholars than other tribes. Most teachers 
in Sindh belong to the Baruhi tribe. Obviously the question arises as to why the 
Baruhi tribe is more involved in the propagation of religion than Baluchis and 
others, What are the factors behind all this? In this session we are going to 
talk about this subject. Briefly stated all this came about as a result of 
Durkhani Movement which had been initiated by Mawlana Muhammad Fazil Rayisani in 
Baluchistan a century ago. 


During the middle of 19th century, British imperialism extended up to Baluchistan. 
The natives of Baluchistan were illiterate, poor, and backward. Christian 
missionaries found them in a condition which best suited their purposes. Very 
soon Christian clergymen started arriving to make a preliminary survey of the area, 
and collect useful data under the pretext to study the language and literature. 
Later, regular missionary work was initiated. The missionary came with the idea 
that the tribe, being so illiterate and backward, could very easily be converted 
to christianity. However, all their hopes were not to be realized. 


Fazil Rayisani, a saintly figure in the Baruhi tribe, started working hard to 
propagate religion among his tribe and as a result not only nullified the attempts 
of the missionaries but also inspired a passion of religious fervor among his 


people. 


Mawlana Muhammad Fazil belonged to the Rayisani tribe. He was born in Durkhan in 
1830, He left home in pursuit of knowledge and entered a school run by Mawlana 
Abdul Ghaffoor, a learned man, who, lived in Humayun near the town of Shikarpur. 

He stayed there for a while and received a certificate after completing his studies. 
In the meanwhile he was so auch impressed by Mawlana Abdul Ghaffur's personality 
that he decided to becowe his disciple. Enriched with a wealth of religious 
knowledge, he returned to his native land where he built a mosque, a school, and 

an inn with an open kitchen to serve visitors and travellers. In addition to the 
task of teaching, he also personally attended to all visitore and wayfarers. In 
the process of teaching he also started giving spiritual instruction. He did not 
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stop at that but launched an active and positive crusade against ignorance and 
infidels, He travelled far and wide with his studence, preaching and teaching 

and persuading the people to live according to the tenents of Islam and the ways 
of the holy Prophet. He advised people to abstain from all that is forbidden and 
contrary to the teachings of Islam. The most remarkable feature of his missionary 
work was his own selfless devotion and dedication, his piety and sanctity. He 
would travel for months on his missionary trips but never ate or stayed at anyone's 
house, Instead, he always stayed at local mosques and lived on crushed corn mixed 
with sugar which he always carried in a bag. He showed remarkable disdain towards 
worldly temptations and never let himself fall prey to greed, avarice, and the 
love of money. He was boldly outspoken and fearless of the powerful landlords 
whom he always admonished, He put a great deal of effort and energy in establishing 
his movement, 


In no time he became a well known person in Baluchistan. He passed away in 1896 
while he was still actively involved in the movement that he had founded, 


ihe movement flourished by the grace of God. His hard working followers kept the 
movement going and spreading far and wide. Among his most outstanding followers 
were, Mawlana Muhammad ‘Abdullah, Mawlana Banu, and Mawlana ‘Abdul Hai etc. His 
followers realized that only spoken sermons and verbal instructions were not 
enough to help guide the people. They, therefore, decided to produce religious 
works in the form of written literature also. Baruhi language was not best suited 
for literary works. However, they were the first to produce religious literature 
in that language. 


Maulvi Muhammad Abdullah, 1881-1943, was the author of numerous works. He trans- 
lated ‘Afazah al-lluvalli', ‘Shamayil Taramzi', and also produced ‘Mujazat Sharifah', 
‘Safarnamah Hijaz', and Tuhfat ul-ulum', etc, Kanz al-Akhari', his handwritten 
letters are still available with his son at Durkhan, 


The task of preaching and propagation of religion was performed by Banu Jan Baruhi 
who continued his mission to inform and reform the society for 32 years. Quetta 
and Qalat were the major centers of his activities. He led the religiously mis- 
guided people on the path of righteousness and thus turned them into truly 
religious and God-fearing individuals, Riding a horse, with corn bread and sugar 
in his bag, he travelled from village to village delivering his sermons. He was 
so good and effective at his preaching that in no time people started to listen 
and heed his instructions, and showed signs of reforms. In an area where robberies 
and cighting had become part of people's lives--where people took pride in murders 
— he evils which none of the powerful rulers had been able to eradicate were 
finally eradicated by this humble and pious man. He made a great impression of 

the moral strength of his character and launched a crusade with his tongue and 

pen against all immoral religious preachers and wicked chieftains. He exposed 

and confronted them all. None of them could dare challenge his outspoken and 

sharp tongue. He was so full of courage that he would go all alone to speak to 
powerful landlords. He always stayed at mosques and lived on plain fou’ and never 
attended a feast. Very soon, as a result of his influence, a number of mosques 
were built, schools were opened and the villages were filled with the sound of 
recitation from the Qur'an. 
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He also showed interest in the social reforms and was able to make some improve- 
ment in the dress worn by Baluchis and Baruhis, He prohibited them from extravagant 
and absurd customs, He translated the Qur'an into the Baruhi language which is 
equally popular among Baluchis and Baruhis, The two other books written by him 

are, ‘Tuhfat-al-ajayib' and ‘Nasih al-Baluch', 


Mawlana Banu Jan came from a village Chotu near Mastung and belonged to Qambarani 
tribe, He died in 1907 in Raza Alun, 


Somehow this movement is still alive. Indeed, the spread of religion in that 
region is mainly due to the efforts of those great individuals. 


9484 
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SRI LANKA 


BUDGET SPEECH SHOWS ECONOMY SLOWING 
Calcutta THE STATESMAN in English 18 Nov 80 p 6 
[Article by Selvam Canagaratna in Colombo] 


[Text] The United National Party Government's fourth Budget presented to Parliament 
on November 5 recalls the commonly-held view of the country's economy at the time 

it took office in July 1977. it was felt then that the economy had been so badly 
neglected after Mrs Bandaranaike's seven-year rule that it could only improve. It 
had touched the rock bottom and so nothing the UNP did could worsen the situation. 
Now, three years later, there appears to be room and reason for second thoughts. 


The Finance Minister, Mr Ronnie de Mel, told the House: “There is nothing so 
invigorating in the life of a nation as a rapidly reviving economy". The most 
obvious evidence of that revival is to be found in shops throughout the island, 

all laden with imported consumer goods of every description, including colour 
television sets of all sizes and the latest in miniaturized audio high-fidelity. 
Opposition charges last year of foreign exchange extravagance were dismissed by 
Government spokesten as being highly exaggerated. The Minister of Trade, Mr Lalith 
Athulathmudali, said at the time that the money spent on so-called luxuries was 
small. In any case, he said, a businessman was nobody's fool and would not spend 
money to import goods which nobody wanted. The conclusion was obvious that, despite 
talk of hardships caused by inflation and withdrawal of subsidies, people still 

had money to spend. What was left unsaid was that the money was coming from Sri 
Lankans working in West Asia. 


This year Mr de Mel went out of his way to erase the “erroneous impression" created 
by his party's political opponents “that we are frittering away our resources on 
import of luxuries". He said that the value of consumer goods imported in 1979 
was Rs 7,824 million, or 35% of the total imports. Of this, rice, flour, sugar 
and textiles accounted for Rs 5,040 million and other food items Rs 1,303 million; 
“all other consumer goods amounted to Rs 1,481 million which was only 6.5% of the 
total imports of Rs 22,560 million". 


The official English translation of the Finance Minister's speech (delivered in 
Sinhala) ran into 83 typed foolscap-half pages. Making allowances for rhetoric 
characteristic of all Budget speeches, Mr de Mel's message to the nation was that, 
for reasons beyond the Government's control, the country's booming economy was 
also somehow up against the wall. Of course he put it somewhat differently, "Our 
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very success has brought with it several problems and several difficulties. Eco- 
nomic success has its own problems as much as economic failure." 


There was however very little success to be discerned from the fugures he quoted. 
[as published] The current account deficit in the balance of payments increased 
from 75 million SDR (Re 1,032 million) in 1978 to 177 million SDR (Rs 3,556 mil- 
lion) in 1979. In the first half of 1980 the deficit increased further to 250 
million SDR (Rs 5,169 million) while the overall balance also recorded a deficit 
of 118 million SDR (Rs 2,337 million). Consequently, the gross external assets 
declined from 475 million SDR (Rs 9,652 million) in December 1979 to 378 million 
SDR (Rs 8,014 million) at the end of June 1980. Import payments in 1979 increased 
by 37% while export earnings increased only by 12%, resulting in a trade deficit of 
362 million SDR (Rs 7,288 million) compared with a deficit of 144 million SDR 

(Rs 2,393 million) in 1978. In the first half of 1980 the deficit was 369 million 
SDR (Rs 7,629 million) which is higher than that for the whole of 1979. 





Runaway world inflation caused by the rising crude oil prices figured prominently 

in the Finance Minister's speech. Using comparative figures he showed "the 
devastating effects of inflation on small ce mtries like Sri Lanka” which could not 
plan with certitude even for a year. “Our Five-Year Public Investment Programme 
was estimated to cost Rs 47,000 million. It will now cost Rs 120,000 million. 

The accelerated Mahaweli scheme was estimated to cost Rs 8,000 million in 1977. 

It will now cost Rs 31,000 million. When we finish even this estimate will no 

doubt be exceeded". Mr de Mel put inflation at no more than 18 to 20%, based 

though it was on a price index which he himself described as being “not very 
satisfactory". Later he conceded that the rate may be higher"...but certainly 

not higher cham 25%." He also sought to point out “a fundamental difference between 
inflation and an increase in the price level" but ended with the obvious answer: 

"As far as the ordinary man is concerned this is a distinction without a difference. 
He is affected immediately by an increase in the price level as much as by infla- 
tion,” 


He began the Budget speech faced with the daunting task of bridging a deficit of 
Rs 15 billion, the projected expenditure for 1981 being about Rs 30 billion. His 
tax and revenue proposals (higher postal and telephone tariff rates and higher 
duties on beer, foreign liquor and arrack) were expected to yield only Rs 605 
million. Underlining the obvious he said, “You will see that this does not go 
very tar in bridgine the deficit. This is because we are more or less at the 
limits of taxation in this country". Another reason for the poor tax yield, he 
said, was because "the sectors of the economy which are growing as a result of the 
Covernment's tax and other incentives, do not, in the initial period, contribute 
anything to revenue". The reference is to the fast growing tourist and hotel indus- 
tries as we!l as to export-oriented projects established in the Free Trade Zone 

on the outskirts of Colombo by multinationals either with or without local private 
sector participation. These industries enjoy tax holidays of five and 10 years 

on all profits. 


With his tax proposals contributing only marginally to bridge the deficit, he 

chose to depend heavily on borrowing locally and abroad. There was a limit to what 
he could borrow from non-inflationary domestic sources, he said, and identified one 
such source as local savings, adding: "We already preempt almost half these 
savings for financing the Budget, thereby leaving very little for investment by 
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the private sector... The maximum he could hope to raise from domestic borrowing 
was less than Rs 4 billion. He was however more hopeful of foreign assistance 

and .eminded the House that the Government had over the past three years raised 

an unprecedented volume of foreign resources. Sixty-five per cent of Government 
investment was financed by foreign aid, a fact which he said, “we should be proud 
of and also ashamed of". He was confident of receiving only Rs 8 billion worth of 
foreign resources in 1981. That still left a gap of over Rs 3 billion. 


At this point he said that “having exhausted possibilities of raising additional 
revenue and borrowing from both local and foreign sources, I have no choice but 
to look for economies in expenditure". That is precisely what the World Bank has 
urged him for the past year, advice which the Government had up to now spiritedly 
refused to accept. With no other way out, the Government cut public sector 
capital by Rs 2,722 million, the biggest of Rs 1,000 million being made in the 
Mahaweli river diversion scheme, from an estimated Rs 4,000 million to Rs 3,000 
million in 1981. Having thus balanced the Budget, he said that he would never- 
theless provide for contingencies by raising the limit on Treasury Bilis by Rs 
2,000 million. 
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